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Foundations Withdraw Funding of Manila Meeting 
HK2005 132588 Hong Kong AFP in English 1255 GMT 
20 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 20 (AFP)}—Nicaragua’s participa- 
tion in a conference here next month of “newly-restored 
democracies” has sparked a controversy involving West 
Germany, the United States and the Philippines, diplo- 
mats said Friday. 


West Germany’s Konrad Adenauer and Friedrich Nau- 
mann Foundations this week withdrew a promise to 
partly fund the June 3-6 conference, which involves 16 
nations that have overthrown right-wing regirnes since 
the mid-1970's. 


“They made no secret about it. They withdrew because 
of Nicaragua,” Philippine Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus, who initiated the meeting, told journalists Fri- 
day. 


The foundations’ w:thdrawal surprised Manila and 
forced it to scrounge for funds barely two weeks before 
the meeting’s opening, diplomatic sources said. 


Officials close to Mr. Manglapus told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE that Manila believed the foundations 
acted under pressure from Washington, with one aide 
noting that “there are so many funny things happening” 
ahead of the meeting. 


Spain, Portugal, Greece, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, the 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru, Uruguay, and South Korea 
are to send diplomats, academics and other delegates to 
the meeting. 


The foreign office here said Portuguese President Mario 
Soares will top the list of delegaies, while Nicaragua is to 
be represented by Foreign Misister Miguel Escoto. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS i 


The other countries are to be represented by cabinet and 
sub-cabinet officials. The conference is intended to pro- 
vide a forum for sharing common problems like foreign 
debt and protecting democratic rule from extremist 
threats. 


The Aquino government was installed by a popular 
revolt two years ago after the 20-year rule of Ferdinand 
Marcos. It has survived five coup attempts. 


Newspapers here Friday blamed U:S. interference in the 
foundations’ decision, linking it to Washington's oppo- 
sition to Nicaragua’s Sandinista government and bitter 
rows with Manila in current negotiations on the future of 
two major U.S. military bases in the Philippines. 


Mr. Manglapus, who heads the Manila panel in the bases 
talks and advocates stronger ties with Latin America and 
Europe to end traditional dependence on Washington, 
said “I don’t think it’s related to the bases.” 


U.S. Embassy spokesman Gerald Huchel denied accusa- 
tions in the Manila press that Washington was out to 
sabotage the conference, and said the United States 
would send observers to the meeting despite Nicaragua’s 
participation. 


On the U.S. reaction to Nicaragua’s presence, he said: 
“We haven't expressed any attitude. It’s a Philippine 
Government matter.” 


The West German ambassador to Manila, Peter Scholz, 
said the decision of the foundations to back out of the 
conference was their own. 


“The foundations are independent of the government,” 
he said, adding that Bonn had “not the slightest say” on 
their withdrawal of funding and was also sending observ- 
ers to the meeting. He declined comment on Nicaragua's 
presence. 


The Adenauer Foundation is an arm of West Germany’s 
Christian Democratic Party and the Naumann Founda- 
tion is linked to the liberal Free Democratic Party. 
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Pacific Economic Conference Ends 20 May 


Adopts Osaka Statement 
OW2005 115388 Tokyo KYODO in English 0856 GMT 
20 May 8&8 


[Text] Osaka, May 20 KYODO—The following is a 
summary of the so-called “Osaka Statement” summing 
up Standing Committee discussions, issued at the end of 
the three-day sixth general meeting of the Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Conference (PECC). 


— The meeting began its deliberation on the cconomic 
outlook for the Pacific, based on the Pacific economic 
outlook issued Wednesday. 


~—— The outlook indicated that since the end of 1986, the 
Pacific economies have been experiencing a persistent 
expansion. 


— Moderate economic growth is expected to continue in 
1988 as many countries in the region are stil} in the early 
phase of their economic cycles. 


~— Other reasons for growth include that the progressive 
structural adjustments have resulted in greater economic 
resilience and intra-regional trade will continue to 
expand due to the development of domestic demand and 
a rapid rise in foreign direct investment. 


— For the medium-term outlook, a more cautious note 
was expressed that the asymmetries in the balance of 
payments might persist and monetary disturbances 
could occur. 


— Furthermore, the structural adjustments which most 
economies aim at may take time. 


— In view of the importance of the Pacific economies in 
a global context and the difficulties they face, there is a 
growing need for closer economic cooperation in the 


region. 


— More frequent and regular exchanges of information 
and views on the maceconomic situation and policy 
environment is now of greater importance. 


— The economic outlook was welcomed and highly 
regarded, and it was recognized that this exercise should 
be continued on an annual basis. 


— In the trade policy session, the statement reiterated 
the need to continue trade liberalization measures and 
Strengthen the international trading environment which 
is vital for the further growth of the Pacific economies. 


— Participants noted the critical contribution which 
could be made by Pacific countries to successful multi- 
lateral trade negotiations and stressed the urgency of 
bringing the Uruguay round to a successful conclusion. 
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— They felt that the scheduled midterm review of the 
GATT Uruguay round offered an excellent opportunity 
for the PECC to transmit to the GATT its main con- 
cerns. 


— The investment session identifies new trends in 
foreign direct investment, including a marked increase 
in volume and diversification of foreign direct invest- 
ment activities, as well as widening multi-directional 
flow. 


— Discussion 6n minerals and energy emphasized the 
uncertainty Of supply and demand conditions. 


— In the energy area, it stressed the strong interest of 
business and governments in the production and trade 
arrangements for minerals and energy commodities. 


— Progress in electrification in the Pacific has been 
remarkable in recent years but there is considerable 
potential for further expansion in this area. 


— It also noted that industrialization of China will have 
a major impact on the production and consumption of 
energy and minerals. 


— For this reason, further cooperation should be encour- 
aged with the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Interna- 
tional Energy Agency (IEA) and other international 
agencies. 


— The fisheries session endorsed the establishment of 
the Western Pacific Fisheries Consultative Committee to 
facilitate cooperation between the Pacific island nations 
and all interested members of the ASEAN (Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations). 


— The livestock and grain session discussed the cost of 
protection in agriculture and market distortions and 
inefficiencies brought about by government interven- 
tion. 


— The necessity and difficulty of structural adjustment 
in this area were recognized and the importance of 
multilateral approaches in seeking solutions was 
stressed, taking into account different levels of economic 
development. 


— With reference to the Uruguay round negotiations on 
agriculture, a definite time frame for liberalization and 
associated adjustments was deemed essential. 


— The meeting was informed of a forthcoming collabo- 
rative study between the PECC and ADB on the devel- 
opment of livestock and feed sector study centers in four 
ASEAN countries. 


— New initiatives proposed included an expanded task 
force on agricultural policy, trade and development, a 
study group on forest resources, and a study group on 
transportation, telecommunications and tourism. 
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— The establishment of te PECC central fund was 
formally announced and ali member committees pledged 
their contributions to the fund. 


— The creation of the fund represents an important step 
forward, particularly in providing support for member 
committees from developing countries. 


Conference Closes 
OW 2005 104488 Tokyo KYODO in English 0835 GMT 
20 May 88 


[By Masayuki Obara] 


[Text] Osaka, May 20 KYODO—The Pacific Economic 
Cooperation Conference (PECC) closed its sixth general 
meeting Friday after adopting two statements calling for 
a stronger free trading system and consolidation of an 
Organizationai basis for stepped-up Pacific cooperation. 


The trade statement was designed to show guidelines for 
a ministerial meeting of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) scheduled in Montreal in 
December to review the GATT-sponsored Uruguay 
round of global trade liberalization talks. 


It said “substantial reduction of the agricultural protec- 
tion” must be sought through “removal of export subsi- 
dies and commitments to reduce during the Uruguay 
round policies protection [as received] domestic produc- 
ers against import competition.” 


The statement also emphasized the importance of a 
more effective GATT dispute settlement system and 
improved measures leading to greater “transparency” 
and better multilateral “surveillance” of national trade 
policies and practices. 


It also urged Uruguay round participants from the PECC 
to stress the “‘de-escalation of protective tariff and non- 
tariff measures affecting processed natural products.” 


INTER-ASAIAN AFFAIRS 


The so-called “Osaka Statement,” summarizing discus- 
sions at the Standing Committee’s meeting, declared the 
establishment of a ““PECC central fund” totaling some | 
million dollars to provide financial aid 1o help develop- 
ing member nations join PECC activities. 


Saburo Okita, Japanese chairman of the three-day Osaka 
meeting, told reporters he thinks ‘ii is desirable to 
gradually increase the amount of the fund in the future 
after the first three years of operations.” 


Okita said it was one of the most important results of “he 
Osaka meeting to adopt the trade policy statement 
focusing on the urgent need for reducing and removing 
agricultural export subsidies. 


The Osaka statement noted in connection with the 
Uruguay round on agricultural trade, that “a definite 
time frame for liberalization and associated adjustment 
was deemed essential.” 


Okita, former foreign minister, also said the PECC 
Standing Committee will continue discussions to 
strengthen its organizational basis, including establish- 
ment of a permanent secretariat. 


More than 400 government officials and business and 
academic leaders from 13 member nations and two 
regions participated in their private capacity to promote 
regional cooperation in economic, social and cultural 
exchanges in the Pacific region. 


Representing the host Osaka business community, 
Osamu Uno, chairman of the Kansai Economic Federa- 
tion, announced a plan called an “Osaka Project” at the 
final session, inaugurating a pan-Pacific organization in 
Osaka for promoting business and technology exchanges. 


The organization is aimed at assisting the Kansai 
(western Japan) area in accepting researchers from the 
developing nations and providing study programs with 
the cooperation of local government officials, business 
leaders and academic experts. 


The PECC’s seventh general meeting is to be held in 
Wellington, New Zealand, in November 1989. 
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Japan 


Takeshita Speaks on Beef, Orange Import Issue 
OW2305125888 Tokyo NHK General Television 
Network 

in Japanese 1000 GMT 23 May 88 


[Following transcribed from English simulcast] 


[Text] Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita has expressed 
his continued hopes for an early bilateral settlement on 
the issue of Japan’s imports of beef and oranges from the 
United States. He was speaking at a hotel in Tokvo this 
afternoon. 


He said that the government and the ruling party have 
been involved in discussion on the beef and orange issue 
and have agreed that it will have to be dealt with care. 
While it is true that GATT has decided to form a 
multilateral panel, the members have still to be chosen. 
And he added that while they would continue to look 
forward to an early bilateral agreement on the issue, this 
remains the position of the administration and the ruling 


party. 


The prime minister’s comment revealed his hope for an 
early bilateral settlement on the issue. 


Commenting on topics likely to be discussed at the 
economic meeting of the leaders of seven industrialized 
nations in Toronto, he said that Japan will have to 
upgrade its official development assistance [ODA] both 
in terms of quality and in amount. 


He said that the government needed to achieve an 
intraparty concensus soon. Mr Takeshita’s comment 
Suggests he intends to announce a new policy on ODA at 
the summit meeting. 


Duties Plan Studied 
OW'2005 143788 Tokyo KYODO in English 1355 GMT 
20 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 20 KYODO—The government is 
studying a plan to use import duties alone as a means of 
regulating beef imports, rather than a combination of 
tariffs and import surcharge in a move to solve a 
deadlock with the United States, government sources 
said Friday. 


Under the plan, the government would extend fiscal aid 
to guarantee the income of domestic producers, who 
could be seriously affected by liberalization of beef 
imports. 


If domestic producers and lawmakers of the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) can be persuaded to 
accept the plan, the government will send Hidero Maki, 
deputy agriculture, forestry and fisheries minister, to 
Washington possibly next week, to coordinate views on 
details. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 4 


The government wants to reach a final settlement 
between Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister 
Takashi Sato and U.S. Trade Representative Clayton 
Yeutter before Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
attends an annual summit of seven industrialized 
democracies, to be held in Toronto from June 19, the 
sources said. 


Japan is seeking to settle trade talks with the U.S. on 
import liberalization of oranges and beef on a bilateral 
basis, although the Geneva-based General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) decided on May 4 to set up a 
dispute panel on a U.S. complaint about Japan’s import 
curbs on oranges and beef. 


At an informal meeting here Thursday between Vice 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Yasuo Goto 
and Deputy U.S. Trade Representative Michael Smith, 
the U.S. reconfirmed its tough stand of rejecting the 


proposed import surcharge. 


Smith, however, hinted that the U.S. will not object if 
Japan imposes relatively high tariffs on beef, the sources 
said. 


In case the surcharge plan is dropped, the government is 
considering levying “differential duties” on beef—the 
same as those now applied to pork imports. 


Under this system, a difference between import price 
and the government-fixed “standard stabilization 
price’”’—the lower limit of wholesale prices—will be 
collected in the form of import duties. 


If the U.S. demands fixed import duties, Japan would 
consider placing an upper limit on differential duties and 
strictly limiting the fluctuation of duties, the sources 
said. 


Maki will explain the plan to US. officials and sound 
them out on the tariff limit Washington may be ready to 
accept, they said. 


Doi Opposes Liberalization 
OW 2005 124288 Tokyo KYODO in English 1152 GMT 
20 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 20 KYODO—Senior officials of 
Jap7n and the United States met Friday and agreed to 
solve their pending farm trade dispute as quickly as 
possible through bilateral negotiations, official Japanese 
sources said. 


The agreement was reached in a meeting between Dep- 
uty Chief Cabinet Secretary Ichiro Ozawa and Deputy 
U.S. trade representative Michael Smith at a Tokyo 
hotel. 


Meanwhile, Japan Socialist Party leader Takako Doi 
sent a letter to Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita firmly 
opposing the liberalization of beef and orange imports. 
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Doi said such liberalization would seriously affect 
Japan’s agricultural industry and national economy. 


Therefore, she said, the government should not make 
“unilateral concessions” to the United States and should 
firmly oppose the decontrol of beef and orange imports. 


Washington talks between the two governments on the 
issue ended in failure May 4 after the United States 
rejected a Japanese offer to impose a surcharge on beef 
imports. 


The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
on the same day set up a multinational dispute panel to 
study U.S. and Australian complaints over Japan's farm 
trade restrictions. 


U.S. Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter is expected 
to visit Tokyo later this month for talks with Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato. 


Talks To Consider Liberalization Timetable 
OW 2005 134888 Tokyo KYODO in English 1234 GMT 
20 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 20 KYODO—Japan and the United 
States will hold working-level talks in Washington next 
Tuesday and Wednesday to discuss a liberalization time- 
table for Japan’s import of eight farm products. 


Other major topics will be the raising of Japan’s import 
duties on the eight items afier liberalization, expansion 
of import quotas pending the liberalization, and com- 
pensatory measures for the U.S. to offset Japan’s refusal 
to decontrol imports of two categories—starch, and 
powdered and condensed milk, Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Ministry officials said Friday. 


The forthcoming talks are intended for implementation 
of a recommendation, made by the council of the Gen- 
eva-based General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) last February. 


The recommendation asked Japan to lift import restric- 
tions on 10 of 12 farm products, earlier specified by the 
U.S. in a complaint to the world trade body. On the 
remaining two items—peanuts, and beans and peas, the 
GATT council found no violation of its trade rules, but 
asked Japan to iucrease their import quotas. 


Of the 10 products mentioned in GATT'’s call for liber- 
alization, Japan resisted decontrolling starch, and pow- 
dered and condensed milk on grounds it could seriously 
affect domestic producers. 


Japan will make plain at the Washington talks its intent 
to liberalize the import of the remaining eight products 
within two years, in principle, the officials said. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


But the government is also considering lifting curbs 
during the current fiscal year ending next March on the 
import of those products which even now fall short of 
their import quotas, such as tomato juice, ketchup and 
sauce. 


Indications point to the U.S. seeking compensatory 
measures in the form of tariff cuts for other farm 
products, such as chocolate and grapefruit, in return for 
Japan’s maintenance of import curbs on starch, and 
powdered and condensed milk. 


Japan wants to minimize such compensatory measures, 
pointing out that the sustained restrictions of imports of 
these two categories will not hurt U.S. producers seri- 
ously. 


Takeshita, Reagan May Sign Science Accord 
OW2305 103288 Tokyo KYODO in English 0910 GMT 
23 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 23 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita and U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
may sign a long-delayed revised science cooperation 
agreement at the Toronto summit scheduled for June 
19-21, Japanese Ambassador to Washington Nobuo 
Matsunaga said Monday. 


‘All the problems have been solved, it’s only a matter of 
time drafting,” Matsunaga told reporters at a luncheon 
at the Japan National Press Club. 


He said the two sides are considering holding a signing 
ceremony for the agreement, to replace an earlier 1982 
version, during the summit next month of leaders of 
seven industrialized democracies. 


In an overview of Japan-U.S. relations, the ambassador 
to Washington since 1985 said the two nations have a 
““very bright future.” 


He played down the impact of Japan bashers, who he 
said were outside the central leadership, and voiced 
confidence that outstanding trade issues such as opening 
Japan’s beef market can be solved. 


“Burden sharing wii! become a bigger problem during 
the next U.S. administration,” to be established next 
year, Matsunaga predicted. 


He added that while the U.S. power has decreased, it will 
continue to play a major role in maintaning world 
stability. 


Matsunaga called on Japan to change gears and abandon 
its passive “‘can’t-be-helped” stance in international 
negotiations. 


“Japan has to think on its own, and not do something 
because the United States or other said Japan has to do 
it,” Matsunaga said. 
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He added that market opening measures are beneficial to — 


Japan, which has gained the most from free trade. 


Matsunaga returns to Washington Wednesday, following 
a week of consultations here on Japan-U:S. relations. 


Council To Send Fishing Ship to Northern Sea 
OW 2005 110888 Tokyo KYODO in English 0717 GMT 
20 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 20 KYODO—A Japanese fishing 
industry group decided Friday to send a mother ship for 
salmon fishing in the Northern Pacific in the season 
Sta: ing June |. 


The Northern Sea Salmon Mother Ship Council imme- 
diately informed the Fisheries Agency of its decision, 
council officials said. 


Since the U.S. Federal Court of Appeals ruled May 11 to 
ban Japanese fishing in the 200-mile U.S. economic 
zone, the council has shown reluctance to send mother 
ships due to the poor prospect of profitability because 
the 200-mile zone accounts for a large portion of Japan’s 
salmon catch quota. 


The agency has been urging the council to send mother 
ships to enable small catcher boats to fish in the northern 
waters. 


Japan’s catch quota in the area was decided in bilateral 
talks between Japan and the Soviet Union in April. 


Obuchi Views DPRK Team, Farm Dispute 
OW2105131788 Tokyo KYODO in English 1109 GMT 
21 May 88 


[Text] Takamatsu, May 21 KYODO—Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Keizo Obuchi said here Saturday ‘here is 
nothing wrong about Japan’s action which led to with- 
drawal of a North Korean table tennis team from Asian 
championships in Niigata. 


Obuchi, here to attend a tree planting ceremony, told 
reporters that the North Korean team violated terms for 
their entry into Japan. 


Japan allowed the 18-member delegation to visit Japan 
limiting their purpose only to participating in the cham- 
pionships. 


The North Koreans should have requested permission in 
advance to make a schedule change, he said. 


He said Japan still hopes that North Korea would send a 
delegation to the Seoul Olympics. 


Oubchi, commenting on a trade dispute with the Uni*+d 
Siates on import of beef. oranges and orange juice, said 
Japan will call for U.S. Trade Representative Clayton 
Yeutter’s early visit to Japan to settle the matter. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Obuchi said both Japan and the United States must 
make mutual concessions to reach an agreement. 


Officials Comment on DPRK Team Withdrawal 
OW 2005 143388 Tokyo NHK General Television 
Network in Japanese 1000 GMT 20 May 88 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] Meanwhile, the [ninth 
Asian table tennis championships] tournament ihree 
mixed doubles games, in which North Korean players 
were to participate, were scheduled to begin at 1315 
[0615 GMT]. However, when the North Korean players 
did not show up, the tournament headquarters decided 
that North Korea had withdrawn. 


Since the realization of North Korea’s participation in 
the tournament helped build up enthusiasm in the 
games, whose theme is Asian friendship, tournament 
officials concerned are great!y shocked by the North 
Korean team’s withdrawal ioday. 


[Begin recording of Han Sang-kuk, head of the ROK 
table tennis team, in English, fading into Japanese trans- 
lation] Well, I saw them playing matches this morning. 
After returning here at about 1500 [0600 GMT], I was 
told about it and I think that it is very regrettable. [end 
recording} 


Justice Minister Hayashida had the following comment 
to make on the North Korean team’s action: 


[Begin Hayas')ida recording] The Japanese side did not 
take that sort of unfair 2. tion. The Japanese side icted 
just as it had promised when they arrived. [end record- 


ing] 


Minister Hayashida went on to say that the entry of the 
North Korean team was approved on the condition that 
it participate in sports only. On our part we have been 
treating them with good intentions. We would not szy 
that the welcoming reception is in itself a political 
gathering, but it was a condition from the beginning that 
they would be unable to attend a gathering where they 
come in contact with political organizations. It is regret- 
table that the situation had to develop this way. [passage 
omitted] 


Meanwhile, Ichiro Ogimura, president of the Int:rna- 
tional Table Tennis Federation, sax’ I called Mr Yi, 
head of the North Korean team, and asked him to 
continue playing and, if he has a complaint or displea- 
sure to express, he could express it in some other form. 
Mr Yi expressed his thanks to the Japanese Table Tennis 
Association and the tournament officials concerned, but 
he explained his position that, since he received instruc- 
tions from his home country to return immediately, he 
has to comply. If the decision was made under the home 
country’s political judgment, ‘t goes over the team head's 
authority and it can not be heiped. 
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Meanwhile, Pak Chae-ro, vice chairman of the General 
Association of Korean Residents in Japan—Chongn- 
yon—issued a protest statement at a news conference. 


In the statement Chongnyon said ihat, due to unfair 
action on the part of the Japanese Government, the 
North Korean team was compelled to leave a luncheon 
hall in Niigata City where it was present. In addition, the 
Japanese Government even prohibited the team’s 
exchange with the Niigata Korean elementary and junior 
midaic schools. This is a disgrace to the Republic’s right 
to independence, which is beyond imagination by inter- 
national common sense. It is quite natural for the team 
to return home, and the Japanese Government and the 
Asian Table Tennis Championships Organizing Com- 
mittee are responsible for this. [passage omitted] 


A South Korean Foreign Ministry official said that the 
withdrawal of the North Korean team is a question 
between the Japanese Government and North Korea 
and, as such, it is not a matter for the ROK Government 
to comment. 


However, referring to the warning served by the Justice 
Ministry to the North Korean team for attending a 
Chongnyon-hosted party, the ROK Foreign Ministry 
official highly appraised the Japanese action, saying that 
it showed a dauntless attitude by the Japanese Govern- 
ment. 


Team Leaves for Pyongyang 
OW 2105093988 Tokyo KYODO in English 0912 GMT 
21 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 21 KYODO—North Korea’s table 
tennis delegation left for Pyongyang viz. Beijing Saturday 
evening, a day after pulling out of the Asian champion- 
ships in Niigata in protest against Japanese authorities. 


The 18-member team was seen off by about 400 Korean 
residents in Japan waving national flag of North Korea 
as they boarded a Chinese airliner. 


The North Koreans quit the table tennis meet after they 
were ordered to leave a welcoming reception given by a 
Korean residents’ group sympathetic toward Pyongyang. 


They had arrived in Japan, after weeks of cor troversy, 
amid expectations that their presence might trigger 
another wave of “pingpong diplomacy” leading to a thaw 
on the Korean peninsula before the Seoul Olympics in 
September. 


Yi Chong-ho, head of the delegation, told reporters 
before departure that Pyongyang might now refuse 
Japan's entry in an invitauonal table tennis meet sched- 
uled there in August. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


“Whether Japan can participate hinges on what action 
its government would take from now on,” he said, while 
disc.osing an invitation to the Pyongyang mect had 
already been mailed to Tokyo. 


Li blamed Japanese authorities for “creating circum- 
stances under which exchanges of a purely sporting 
nature were made impossible.” 


“The problem will be settled, if the Japznese Govern- 
ment lifts its sanctions and corrects other measures 
against North Korea,” he said. 


A leader of the Japan Table Tennis Association said 
earlier that its policy of sending a team to Pyongyang 
remained unchanged. 


““We can’t cut our links with North Korea that have 
continued through table tennis for so long.” he said. 


Soviet Fishing Boats Ask Permission To Call 
OW2005111188 Tokyo KYODO in English 0912 GMT 
20 May 88 


[Text] Sendai, May 20 KYODO—The Soviet Union has 
asked Japan to allow three Soviet fishery boats to call at 
Shiogama Port in Miyagi Prefecture in northern Japan in 
early June, local prefectural government officials said 
Friday. 


A verbal note on the port call was presented to the 
Foreign Ministry by the Soviet Embassy in Tokyo. The 
ministry promptly told the prefecture about it through 
the fisheries agency. 


Prefectural authorities are expected to inform the agency 
next week of whether the Soviet request would be 
accepted after consultation with the city of Shiogama. 


The Soviet Embassy said the 570.18-ton fishing boat 
“Arsk” with a crew of 30 and the 454.91-ton “Kazansk”™ 
with a crew of 25 would like to call at Shiogama on June 2. 


The 738-ton “Komissorovo” with a crew of 32 plans to 
visit the port on June 7. 


Soviet fishing boats have been allowed to call at Japanese 


ports since 1984 under a fishery agreement negotiated 
between the two countries each year. 


Fishing Agreement Signed With USSR 21 May 
OW2105130788 Tokyo KYODO in English 1126 GMT 
21 May 88 


[Text] Moscow, May ?! KYODO—Japan and the Soviet 
Union signed an agreement Saturday on Japanese fish- 
ing for seaweed and sea urchin eggs in waters around the 
Habomai group of islets just east of Hokkaido, the 
Japanese Embassy said. 
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Under the agreement, up to 375 Japanese fishing boats 
are allowed to collect sea tangle in waters around the 
Habomai group between June | and September 30. 


The sea tangle operating terms agreed upon are the same 
as those reached a year before. 


Japan will pay 115 million yen for the fishing right, up 
from 110.5 million yen the previous year. 


The agreement also allows up to 18 Japanese vessels to 
take 260 tons of sea urchin between October | and 
December 31. Japan will pay 62 million yen in fishing 
fees. 


Mozambique President Arrives in Japan 
OW 2305053988 Tokyo KYODO in Er.” * ©7453 GMT 
23 May 88 


{Text} Tokyo, way 273 KYODC- ~ iozanbique Presi- 
den! Joaquim Chissano arrived a: . 4 aneda air- 
port on Monday for a four-day vis.. « Japan which 
includes meetings with Emperor Hirohito and Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita. 


Chissano’s meeting with Takeshita is scheduled for 
Monday afternoon. In the evening the president and his 
wife will attend a dinner to be given by Foreign Minister 
Sousuke Uno. 


The president will meet the emperor in the Imperial 
Palace on Tuesday morning. He will then meet reporters 
at the Japan National Press Club. 


On Wednesday, Chissano will attend a welcoriing party 
given by Shintaro Abe, secretary general of the ruling 
Liberal Democratic party, and meet executives of the 
Federation of Economic Organizations (Keidanren), a 
powerful economic club. 


Meets With Takeshita 
OW 2305092788 Tokyo KYODO in Enylish 0742 GMT 
23 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 23 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita pledged Monday that Japan will con- 
tinue 1s economic support of Frontline South African 
countries as part of Japan's efforts to eliminate Pretoria’s 


apartheid policy. 


Takeshita also said Japan will take a positive antiapar- 
theid attitude if minority-ruled South Africa's segrega- 
tion policy is taken up at the Toronto summit of seven 
industrial nations scheduled for June | 9-21. according to 
Foreign Ministry officials. 


The Japanes- prime minister made the remarks when he 
met Mozambique’s President Joaquim Chissano at his 
official residence. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


In a 35-minute meeting, the two leaders agreed to 
establish long economic cooperative relations between 
Japan and Mozambique. the officials said in a briefing to 


reporters. 


Takeshita was quoted as telling Chissano his government 
will study extending some 16 million dollars in grant-in- 
aid to help the socialist country’s economy. 


Japan has provided Mozambique with a total of 5 billion 
yen in aid between 1977 and 1986, according to officials. 


Referring to ongoing peace talks on Angoia held by the 
United States, Angola, Cuba and South Afmca. the 
49-year-old Afmcan president expressed hope that a 
solution to the |3-year-old Angola civil war will be 
realized through peaceful negotiations. 


In response, Takeshita asked Chissano to take the initia- 
tive in ending the war. 


Chissano is currently here with his wife Marcelina on a 
four-day unofficial visit that ends Thursday. 


Takeshita Attends Service for War Dead 
M¥230506 1588 Tokyo KYODO in English 0332 GMT 
3 day 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 23 KYODO—A government-spon- 
sored memorial service for unknown war dead was held 
in Tokyo on Monday with Prince Takamado, Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita and some 500 bereaved 
family members attending. 


Health and Welfare Minister Takao Fujimoto expressed 
condolences to the unknown dead of Worid War II and 
renewed Japan's wish for peace at the service, which was 
held at the Chidorigafuchi Memorial Park for the war 
dead 


A total of 2,398 sets of remains which a government 
mission collected last year in the Pacific region—includ- 
ing the Philippines and the Solomon and Manana 
Islands—-were placed in the park. The remains brought 
the total number of remains there to 330.282. 


First Free Trade Zone To Open in Naha 
OW2105 102588 Tokyo KYODO in English 0856 GMT 
21 May 8&8 


[Text] Naha, May 21 KYODO—Japan’s first “free trade 
zone™ will open in Naha in July with 26 Japanese and 
one Taiwanese businesses maintaining facilities there. 


A ceremony marking the completion of the structure 
housing the compamies’ offices and warehouses is sched- 
uled for Thursday, zone auministrators said. 


Despite its name, the domestic tariff law will apply to 
export and import dealings in the area, adjacent to Naha 
Airport. 
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Local people, he wever, hope it will contribute to devel- 
opment [as received] Okinawa into a major manufactur- 
ing and processing center in the future. 


Companies based in the 2.7-hectare free [as received}— 
a complex of bonded warehouses and factories—will be 
allowed | d imported materials or processed goods 
off custui... procedures to wait for the most favorable 
market conditions, the officials said. The zone is aimed 
primarily at promoting imports as tariffs are calculated 
on the basis of the value of imported materials and not 
goods into which the materials are processed within the 
area, thus allowing the companies to avoid the imposi- 
tion of tariffs on the value added. 


The firms can also save the cost of transporting imported 
goods as low domestic shipping rates will be applied to 
their transshipment to the Japanese main islands unlike 
on the conventional direct import route from Southeast 
Asia to the main islands. 


The names of the companies which have decided to 
move into the new zone have been withheld. They 
include 15 manufacturing and 12 distribution and ser- 
vice enterprises. 


Demonstrators Hold Antiairport Rally 
OW2205113488 Tokyo KYODO in English 1040 GMT 
22 May 88 


[Text] Narita, May 22 KYODO—Thousands of anti- 
airport demonstrators marched here Sunday against 
expansion work at the new Tokyo International Airport, 
which marked its 10th anniversary Friday. 


Police said an estimated 2,190 people took part in the 
11-kilometer demonstration around the airport. Rally 
organizers said 8,200 people participated. 


No major disturbances were reported. 


The airport authority is currently promoting second- 
phase work to construct a new terminal building and two 
more runways. 


The Narita airport has presently only one runway 
extending 4,000 meters. 


Government Offices Ordered To Plan Relocations 
OW2305 100688 Tokyo KYODO in English 0706 GMT 
23 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 23 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita ordered central government minis- 
tries and agencies Monday to work out plans to transfer 
some of their offices out of Tokyo by July, officials said. 


Takeshita issued the order in a meeting of top govern- 
ment and ruling Liberal Democratic Party officials at his 
official residence. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Such plans are intended to relocate part of the central 
government offices to local areas to avoid further con- 
centrations of people and metropolitan functions in 
Tokyo. 


The officials said the plans should be worked out by July, 
when each ministry and agency is to compile its budget- 
ary requests for fiscal 1989. 


Hideo Utsumi, state minister in charge of the National 
Land Agency, said plans worked out so far call for the 
transfer of 20 offices and 3,000 employees outside cen- 
tral Tokyo. 


The government plans to eventually relocate more than 
80 central government offices, Utsumi said. 


Meanwhile, a special committee on land problems at the 
House of Councillors unanimously approved a bill to 
promote the transfer of central government offices to 
local areas and disperse metropolitan functions for local 
area development. 


The bill, the first basic legislation to implement a fourth 
comprehensive national development program, is 
expected to be cleared by the upper house at a plenary 
session Tuesday. 


Mongolia 


Council of Ministers Discusses 1987 Economy 
OW 1705141388 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT 17 May 88 


[Text] The Mongolian Council of Ministers has met and 
discussed the results of the economic analysis made of 
the 1987 balance of accounts of industrial and economic 
enterprises. The analysis shows that a greater amount of 
products could have been manufactured and a greater 
volume of work and services could have been performed 
last year if production capacities had been utilized to the 
full and the productive share of labor had been 
increased, and more savings could have been made !f not 
for ("high standards), said Finance Minister Molom- 
jamts, speaking at the meeting. He brought forth figures 
to show this case of [word indistinct]. 


In agriculture too, many resources have been lost 
because of violations of production technology, smaller 
yields, and lower quantity of produce per unit. 


Prime Minister Sodnom, addressing the meeting, noted 
that there has been progress in the results of the balance 
of accounts of 1987, and said that the fact they are begun 
to be discussed at different levels among the public is 
proof of implementation of the party task of establishing 
the economic method of management and self-manage- 
ment of production. 
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MPRP Delegation Departs for Canada 
OW 1805040488 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1355 GMT 17 May 88 


{Text} Ulaanbaatar, 17 May (MONTSAME)—An 
MPRP delegation headed by Ya. Lololsuren, chief o° an 
MPRP Central Committee department, today depar' 4 
Ulaanbaatar for participation in the 27th congress of ti. * 
Communist Party of Canada. 


Afghan, Cambodian Issues Discussed, Compared 
OW 2005 104888 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT 19 May 88 


[Station commeniary] 


[Text] [Words indistinct] Soviet troop withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, the foreign mass media expressed the hope 
that the real prospect for settling the Afghan conflict may 
give an impulse to finding a solution to another acute 
conflict in Asia—Kampuchea. Observers hold that the 
Geneva agreement, achieved through peaceful talks, can 
serve as an example for settling both the Kampuchean 
and other regional problems. 


Though there seems to be certain outside familiarity in 
the Afghan and Kampuchean problems, they certainly 
have some differences which should not be ignored. 
However, some political observers in a number of west- 
ern and Asian countries do not want to recognize these 
differences. In their commentaries, they represent the 
matter so as if the Soviet Union is solely responsible for 
the solution of the Kampuchean conflict. They in part 
claim, that Vietnam could not have kept its troops in 
Kampuchea without the Soviet help and, consequently, 
these observers came to a conclusion that the Soviet 
Union bears the responsibility for the settlement of the 
Kampuchean problem. 


In doing so, they demand that the Soviet Union stop 
supporting Vietnam and exert pressure on it so that it 
removes its troops from Kampuchea. Those who make 
such demands intentionally keep silent about the very 
essence of the Kampuchean conflict, that is the contin- 
ued undeclared war against the Peoples’ Republic of 
Kampuchea being conducted from Thai territory by 
foreign-supported armed detachments of the Khmer 


opposition. 


From our point of view, it would be rather logical if the 
demands are addressed to those outside forces who are 
backing the armed opposition and urge them to promote 
the solution of the Kampuchean problem, but not to the 
Soviet Union. The making of such demands to the Soviet 
Union on this issue does not hold water for one more 
reason. The Soviet Union and Vietnam are two sover- 
eign states and none of them has the right to dictate its 
own terms to the other and impose its own will on the 
other. It is a matter of the foundation of interstate 
relations. 
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The issue of the withdrawal of Vietnamese volunteers, 
who are helping the Kampuchean people in repulsing 
foreign aggression, is a matter of concern for only two 
sovereign states—Vietnam and Kampuchea—and is out- 
side the competence of a third country, that is, the Soviet 
Union. By the way, Vietnam and Kampuchea have 
already fixed the exact date of the Vietnamese volun- 
teers’ withdrawal to be the year 1990. In doing so, it was 
stressed that the pullout will be carried out even if the 
Kampuchean problem has not been settled by that time. 


As for a political settlement of the problem, there are a 
number of hopeful factors. There is, first of all, the 
proposal of the head of the Kampuchean government 
Hun Sen, still in force, calling on the head of the Khmer 
opposition coalition, Sihanouk, to continue their meet- 
ings that [words indistinct] in France late last year. And 
there is the concern of Vietnam to play a part in the 
second phase of an unofficial meeting of all four Khmer 
sides—representative of the Kampuchean government, 
Sihanouk, Son Sann, and the Khmer Rouge headed by 
Khieu Samphan. 


The peaceful process excludes only Pol Pot and his 
closest entourage, guilty of the death of more than three 
million of their compatriots. Not many people would 
want to have a matter to do with these murders. Even 
those who have been supporters of the Pol Potists for 
many years are evading them. Noteworthy ia this con- 
nection is a recent statement by the Chinese ambassador 
to Thailand, Zhang Dewei. He said: China opposes the 
return of the Khmer Rouge to power in Kampuchea after 
the Vietnamese troops withdraw from that country. 


But while abandoning its support for Pol Pot and his 
followers in words, the Chinese representative at the 
same time stated that China supports the coalition led by 
Sihanouk. It is well known who are the major military 
force in this trilateral coalition, namely, the Pol Potists 


North Korea 


U.S. Statement on South Students Critic’ ed 
SK2105101688 Pyongyang KCNA in Englisi: 
1003 GMT 21 May 88 


(““Mumbling of a Wretch Facing Crisis’*—KCNA head- 
line] 


[Text] Pyongyang May 21 (KCNA)—USS. State Depart- 
ment spokesman Redman on May 19 insulted the anti- 
U.S., anti-“‘zovernment” struggle of the South Korean 
students anc people, according to a report. 


This shameless political swindler described the broad 
segments of students of South Korea who are taking to 
streets of resistance en masse as “a small minority,” 
contending that “the violence which” the student pro- 
testers “persist in using serves no positive purpose.” 
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This revealed extreme uneasiness and misgivings of the 
U.S. imperialists as to the uncontrollably tottering foun- 
dation of their 40 odd year old military colonial rule. 
And this is an expression of the last-ditch efforts of the 
wolfish U.S. imperialists to block the massive action of 
the students at the point of the bayonet and find a way 
out of the present crisis. 


He also openly patronised the No Tae-u fascist “‘regime” 
which hypocritically advocates ‘““democratisation.’’ He 
asserted that because the “political atmosphere” of 
South Korea “is quite open,” the students should “work 
peacefully within the political process,” rather than 
“using violence.”’ This was aimed at quelling the student 
Struggle with “commitment to democratisation” and 
saving the No Tae-u military fascist clique which is 
gasping for breath, utterly forsaken and rejected by the 


people. 


Mozambican President Concludes Visit 


Kim I]-song Hosts Banquet 
SK2005 152388 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1459 GMT 20 May 88 


[Text] Pyongyang May 20 (KCNA)}—Comrade Kim II- 
song, general secretary of the Central Cornamittee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, hosted a grand ban- 
quet at the Kumsusan Assembly Hall on May 20 in 
honor of Comrade Joaquim Alberto Chissano, president 
of the Mozambique Liberation Front Party and presi- 
dent of the People’s Republic of Mozambique, on an 
official goodwill visit to Korea. 


When President Kim II-song entered the banquet hall, 
conducting President Joaquim Alberto Chissano amid 
the welcome music, the attendants warmly welcomed 
them with thunderous applause. 


The banquet was addressed by President Kim Il sung 
and President Joaquim Alberto Chissano. 


Present at the banquet on invitation were the members 
and entourage of the party and government delegation of 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique. 


Attending there were Yi Chong-ok, member of the 
Political Bureau of the C.C., the Workers’ Party of Korea 
and vice-president; Kim Yong-nam, member of the 
Political Bureau, the C.C., the WPK and vice-premier of 
the Administration Council and foreign minister; Kang 
Hui-won, alternate member of the Political Bureau of the 
C.C., WPK and chief secretary of the Pyongyang Munic- 
ipal Party Committee and chairman of the Pyongyang 
Municipal People’s Committee; Choe Tae-pok, secretary 
of the C.C., the WPK; and other officials concerned, and 
Yi Chong-chong, Korean ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary to Mozambique. 
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The banquet proceeded in a cordial atmosphere over- 
flowing with friendly sentiments. 


Kim Il-song Banquet Speech 
SK2005 154388 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1504 GMT 20 May 88 


{Text} Pyongyang May 20 (KCNA)—Comrade Kim Il- 
song, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, gave a banquet at the 
Kumsusan Assembly Hall today in honour of Comrade 
Joaquim Alberto Chissano, president of the Mozambi- 
que Liberation Front Party and president of the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique, on an official goodwill visit to 
our country and made a speech. 


President Kim Il-song said Comrade Joaquim Alberto 
Chissano, an old friend of his, has come to visit Korea 
for the fourth time and it has a strong impression upon 
the Korean people. 


He further said: [Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
at 2100 GMT 20 May carries a similar report that adds: 
Respected Comrade Joaquin Alberto Chissano, guests of 
Mozambique, comrades and friends, I am very pleased 
with the visit to our country by respected Comrade 
Joaquin Alberto Chissano, our old friend, who is leading 
the Mozambican party and government delegation. In 
the name of our party Central Committee, the Govern- 
ment of the Republic, the Korean people, and in my 
own, I warmly welcome the comrade president and 
members of the delegation. 


[You, Comrade President, have come to visit our coun- 
try for the fourth time and this has made a strong 
impression on our people.]} 


Your visit to our country on this occasion as head of the 
Mozambican party and government will be an important 
opportunity to deveiop the traditional relations of 
friendship between Korea and Mozambique to a higher 
level, the relations that have already been cultivated by 
us and Comrade Machel. 


The peoples of our two countries have waged a powerful 
joint struggle for sovereignty, independence and social- 
ism on the same front against imperialism, colonialism 
and racism. In this process they have knitted close bonds 
of friendship as dear brothers and comrades in arms. 


The Mozambican people achieved national liberation 
and seized power through an arduous armed struggle 
already more than ten years ago. 


However, because of the ceaseless acts of aggression and 
intervention by the imperialists and racists, the Mozam- 
bican people are still faced with many difficulties and 
trials in their struggle to build a new society. 
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While fighting to repel the brigandish invasion by the 
South African racists and their allies, the bands of rebels, 
to put down their atrocious acts of subversion and 
massacre and to safeguard national security and peace, 
the Mozambican people are courageously advancing 
along the path of socialist development, overcoming 
severe natural calamities and reconstructing and devel- 
oping the national economy. The Korean people have a 
high opinion of their struggle and express full support for 
it. 


Esteemed Comrade president, we are convinced that the 
fraternal Mozambican people, rallied solidly behind the 
Frelimo Party, their revolutionary vanguard, under your 
leadership, will achieve excellent results in their struggle 
to foil the invasion and challenge by the racists and the 
bands of rebels, defend the revolutionary gains and build 
a new independent and peaceful Mozambique. 


Racism and the system of apartheid which the South 
African racists are now persisting in under the support of 
the Western imperialists are the cruellest form of colo- 
nialism that runs counter to the trend of the times. Their 
ceaseless acts of invasion and intervention against their 
neighbours are the major cause of the tension and war 
danger in southern Africa. 


We categorically denounce the South African racists for 
their criminal acts and strongly assert that comprehen- 
sive international sanctions must be applied against 
them so as to prevent them from passing any further with 
impunity, and that the Western imperialists must desist 
at once from interfering in the affairs of the southern 
African countries. 


We extend firm solidarity to the peoples of South Africa, 
Namibia, the front-line countries and the rest of Africa 
in their just struggle to wipe out racism and colonialism, 
establish their national sovereignty and achieve the 
complete liberation of southern Africa. 


The very imperialist forces of aggression are also the 
factor that is responsible for the critical tension on the 
Korean peninsula in Asia today. 


The imperialists are making desperate efforts, but the 
world is moving not in accordaoce with their will, but 
along the path of independence which is followed by the 


people. 


In South Korea today, despite the brutal military fascist 
repression by the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys, the 
struggle of the broad masses of the patriots, young people 
and students for independence, democracy and peaceful 
national reunification is now surging up with an irresist- 
ible force. The South Korean people’s just struggle is 
shaking the United States’ colonial ruling machinery to 
its foundation and delivering a heavy blow at the scheme 
of the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys for aggression, 
war and the perpetuation of national division. 
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The developments in South Korea show clearly that the 
imperialists will never be able to check the struggle of the 
South Korean people for independence, democracy and 
reun' “ication and keep our nation of the same blood 
divided for ever, no matter how brutal armed repression, 
or no matter how cunning and underhand appeasement 
and deceptive tricks and anti-communist stratagem 
these imperialists may resort to. 


Judging from the present development of the situation 
we are confident that, although the North-South rela- 
tions are now frozen and in a state of deadlock, the 
people in the North and South, if all of them fight in 
unity, will be able to improve these relations and make a 
breakthrough independently in their cause of national 
reunification. 


Comrade president, your present visit to our country will 
give a great inspiration not only to our people in the 
northern half who are working hard to greet the 40th 
anniversary of the Republic with a brilliant success in the 
building of socialism and to accelerate national reunifi- 
cation, but also to the South Korean people who are 
fighting to win independence, democracy and reunifica- 
tion. 


We are very grateful to the Mozambican party, govern- 
ment and people for their taking a constant, firm stand 
in our people’s behalf and against those who are bent on 
creating “two Koreas”, and for their strong support for 
our people’s cause of national reunification. 


Your present visit will also contribute to the common 
cause of strengthening solidarity among the developing 
and non-aligned countries in Asia and Africa, extending 
and developing South-North cooperation and establish- 
ing a new equitable international economic order. 


It is only through solid unity and whole-hearted mutual 
support and cooperation that the newly emergent coun- 
tries can achieve their common aim and ideal of being 
free from the foreign domination and subjugation of 
every form and creating an independent new world and 
play a proper role in preventing a new world war and 
preserving peace and security. 


We will in future, too, as in the past fight stoutly for 
peace, democracy, national independence and socialism 
in close unity with the progressive people throughout the 
world including the Mozambican people. 


[Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean at 2100 GMT 
on 20 May carries a similar report that adds: Respected 
Comrade president: The date 21 May is the 10th anni- 
versary of the conclusion of the treaty on friendship and 
cooperation between rhw DPRK and the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique, which serves as a reliable 
foundation in strengthening the friendship and unity 
between our two parties, two nations, and two peoples. 
On the occasion of this significant day, I am greatly 
satisfied with the fact that I again meet with Comrade 
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president, our close friend, and deepen the friendship 
and fraternal sentiment between us and _ further 
strengthen the friendship and cooperative relations 
between the peoples of the two countries. 


[I now propose a toast to the indomitable friendship and 
unity between the Korean and Mozambican people; to 
the prosperity and development of the People’s Republic 
of Mozambique; to the unity of the people of the world 
who safeguard independence; to the long life and good 
health of respected Comrade JoaquimAlberto Chissano; 
to the good health of Madame Chissano; to the good 
health of the Mozambican guests and to the good health 
of the many comrades and friends who are present here.] 


President Kim Il-song said May 21 marks the tenth 
anniversary of the signing of the treaty of friendship and 
cooperation between the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea and the People’s Republic of Mozambique, the 
reliable basis on which to cement the friendship and 
solidarity between the two parties, two countries and two 


peoples. 


President Kim Il-song said that he was greatly satisfied 
with this reunion with him, Comrade President, a close 
friend of his, the reunion which enables them to deepen 
their intimate relations and fraternal friendship between 
them and consolidate the relations of friendship and 
cooperation between the peoples of the two countries. 


Chissano Meets With Kim Il-song 
SK2205092788 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0911 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] Pyongyang May 22 (KCNA)—Talks were held 
today again between Comrade Kim Il-song, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and president of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, and Comrade Joaquim Alberto Chis- 
sano, president of the Mozambique Liberation Front 
Party (Frelimo Party) and president of the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique. 


Attending the talks on our side were Comrade Yi Chong- 
ok, member of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and vice- 
president; Comrade Kim Yong-nam, member of the 
Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee, vice- 
premier of the Administration Council and foreign min- 
ister, Comrade Kim Pok-sin, alternate member of the 
Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee and 
vice-premier of the Administration Council; Comrade 
Choe Tae-pok, secretary of the WPK Central Commit- 
tee; Chong Song-nam, minister of external economic 
affairs; Kim Yong-yong, vice-minister of foreign affairs; 
Lt. Gen. of the Korean People’s Army Chang Pong-chin; 
and Yi Chong-chong, ambassador extru.rdinary and 
plenipotentiary of the DPRK to the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique. 
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Present On the opposite side were members of the 
Mozambican party and government delegation— 
Armando Emilio Guebuza, member of the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Frelimo Party 
and minister of transport and communications; Julio 
Eduardo Zamith Carrilho, secretary of the Frelimo Party 
Central Committee for Administration and Cadre; 
Pascoal Manuel Mocumbi, secretary of the Frelimo 
Party Central Committee for External Relations and 
minister for external relations; Feliciano Salomao Gun- 
dana, member of the Frelimo Party Central Committee 
and minister of the Presidency; Rafael Benedito Afonso 
Maguni, member of the Frelimo Party Central Commit- 
tee, first secretary of the Manica Provincia! Party Com- 
mittee and governor of Manica; Joaquim Joao Munhepe, 
member of the Frelimo Party Central Committee and 
director of the general personnel department of the 
Ministry of National Defence; Alexandre Jose Zanda- 
mela, minister of agriculture; Daniel Filipe Gabriel 
Tembe, vice-minister of commerce; Lopes Tembe Nde- 
lana, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique to the DPRK— 
and others. 


The talks proceeded in a sincere and friendly atmo- 
sphere. 


Dailies Praise Friendship 
SK2105113588 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1015 GMT 21 May 88 


(“10 Years of Friendship and Cooperation’—KCNA 
headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang May 21 (KCNA)—Papers here today 
dedicate signed articles to the 10th anniversary of the 
signing of the Korea-Mozambique Treaty of Friendship 
and Cooperation. 


A signed article of NODONG SINMUN notes that over 
the past decade since the signing of the treaty the peoples 
of the two countries have constantly developed friendly 
and cooperative relations in keeping with their mutual 
interests and desires. 


It says: 


The Mozambican people are dynamically advancing 
along the path of building a new society, valiantly 
smashing the heinous schemes of enemies at home and 
abroad to undermine the revolutionary gains. 


They have already made long strides forward in their 
endeavours to do away with backwardness and poverty 
left over by the colonial rule, lay foundations of the 
national economy and provide a basis for socialist soci- 
ety, under the correct leadership of the Mozambique 
Liberation Front Party. 
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The People’s Republic of Mozambique, an African 
front-line state, stands on the forefront of the struggle 
against the South African racist clique and for the 
complete liberation of Africa, and her international 
position is rising with each passing day. 


The Korean people sincerely rejoice at all the achieve- 
ments of the Mozambican people and extend full sup- 
port and encouragement to them in their just struggle. 


MINJU CHOSON in an article says: 


Believing that the friendly and cooperative relations 
between the two countries will constantly grow stronger 
and develop in future, the Korean people heartily wish 
the Mozambican people greater success in their endea- 
vours to implement the decisions of the 4th party con- 
gress. 


Chissano Tours Pyongyang 
SK2205092188 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0905 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] Pyongyang May 22 (KCNA) —The Mozambican 
party and government delegation led by Joaquim 
Alberto Chissano, president of the Frelimo [Mozambi- 
que Liberation Front] Party and president of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Mozambique, today visited the Haksan 
Cooperative Farm on the outskirts of Pyongyang and the 
Pyongyang Metro. 


Being briefed on the development of the farm into a 
modern socialist rural community © nder the rays of the 
great rural theses, the guests went round the dwelling 
houses, a marsh gas factory and a mechanization work- 
team. 


President Joaquim Alberto Chissano acquainted himself 
with keen interest with doing farm work including the 
rice-planting with machines and solving the fuel for 
lorries and families with gas gained in marsh by the farm. 
{sentence as received] 


The delegation also went round the facilities and mural 
paintings of the Pyongyang metro with interest. 


It visited a unit of the Korean People’s Army and saw the 
training of soldiers. 


The delegation was accompanied by Yi Chc.:g-ok, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea and vice-president, and 
officials concerned. 


Meanwhile, the wife of the president and some suite 
members visited the Pyongyang Embroidery Institute 
today. 
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Delegation Visits Sights 
SK2105120088 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1029 GMT 21 May 88 


[Text] Pyongyang May 21 (KCNA)—The Mozambican 
party and government delegation led by Joaquim 
Alberto Chissano, president of the Mozambique Libera- 
tion Front Party and president of the People’s Republic 
of Mozambique, now on an official goodwill visit to 
Korea, visited Mangyongdae Saturday. 


At the old home of Mangyongdae where President Kim 
Il-song was born and spent his childhood, nursing a great 
idea of the revolution, President Joaquim Alberto Chis- 
sano went round with keen interest the mementoes 
preserved in the house, being briefed on the imperish- 
able revolutionary relics associated with this historical 
house. 


The guests had a photograph taken before the old home 
in token of their visit to it. 


President Joaquim Alberto Chissano planted a tree at a 
tree-planting site in memory of his visit to Mangyong- 
dae. 


Together with the members of his delegation, he laid a 
wreath at the Revolutionary Martyrs Cemetery on Mt. 
Taesong today. 


They observed a moment’s silence in memory of the 
anti-Japanese revolutionary forerunners who laid down 
their lives for the sacred cause of freedom and happiness 
of the Korean people. 


The Mozambican president and his entourage also went 
round the West Sea Barrage and the construction site of 
the Sunchon Vinalon Complex Saturday. 


After seeing locks, swing bridge and other major facilities 
of the barrage which was built by damming off the 8 
kilometre long sea, they commanded a bird’s-eye view of 
the barrage landscape and large man-made lake from the 
balcony. 


At the construction site of the Sunchon Vinalon Com- 
plex the guests mounted an observatory to take a bird’s- 
eye view of the complex being built in all grandeur as a 
leading comprehensive chemical industrial centre of 
Korea, and went round many objects including the 
vinalon production system with a rated capacity of 
100,000 tons. 


The delegation was accompanied by Yi Chong-ok, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea and vice-president, and 
officials concerned. 


Madame Chissano and some members of the delegation 
visited the Changgwang Kindergarten today. 
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Leaders Exchange Gifts 
SK2205094888 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0918 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] Pyongyang May 22 (KCNA)—Comrade Kim Il- 
song, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, today received a gift 
from Comrade Joaquim Alberto Chissano, president of 
the Frelimo Party and president of the People’s Republic 
of Mozambique. 


Present there together with President Joaquim Albe to 
Chissano were members of the Mozambican Party and 
government delegation and others. 


Also present were Comrade Yi Chong-ok, member of the 
Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee and 
vice-president; Comrade Kim Yong-nam, member of the 
Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee, vice- 
premier of the Administration Council and foreign min- 
ister, and other official cadres. 


President Joaquim Alberto Chissano explained [as 
received] the gift to President Kim Il-song. 


After seeing the gift President Kim Il-song expressed 
thanks for it. 


Today president Kim Il-song presented a gift to Presi- 
dent Joaquim Alberto Chissano. 


President Joaquim Alberto Chissano expressed deep 
thanks to President Kim il-song for it. 


Chissano Gives Gift to Kim Chong-il 
SK2205092588 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0909 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] Pyongyang May 22 (KCNA)}—Comrade Kim 
Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the Political 
Bureau and secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, received a gift from Comrade 
Joaquim Alberto Chissano, president of the Mozambi- 
que Liberation Front Party and president of the People’s 
= of Mozambique, on an official goodwill visit to 
orea. 


President Joaquim Alberto Chissano handed the gift 
today to Comrade Yi Chong-ok, member of the Political 
Bureau of the WPK Central Committee and vice-presi- 
dent. 


Visit Ends; Accord Signed 
MB2205 190088 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] The Frelimo Party and the Workers Party of 
Korea have agreed to exchange delegations and informa- 
tion to strengthen bilateral relations. Reports reaching 
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Our newsroom this afternoon, say that an accord in this 
regard was signed in Pyongyang today at the end of the 
official and friendly visit by President Joaquim Chissano 
to the DPRK. 


At the government level, the two sides decided to con- 
tinue with the programs of economic cooperation. The 
DPRK is expected to take part in drainage and irrigation 
projects in Gaza and Sofala, and in the N’Guri agricul- 
tural project in cabo Delgado. It was also agreed to 
establish a semi-public company for the exporting of 
cotton. 


Kim Il-song Sees Chissano Off 
SK2305041188 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0401 GMT 23 May 88 


Pyongyang May 23 (KCNA)—Comrade Kim Il-song, 
general secretary of the Central Committee of the Work- 
ers’ Party of “orea and president of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, yesterday saw off Comrade 
Joaquim Alberto Chissano, president of the Mozambi- 
que Liberation Front Party (Frelimo Party) and presi- 
dent of the People’s Republic of Mozambique. 


The flags of Korea and Mozambique were flying on the 
flag poles. 


A farewell function for President Joaquim Alberto Chis- 
sano took place. 


The national anthems of Korea and Mozambique were 
played. 


President Joaquim Alberto Chissano, together with Pres- 
ident Kim Il-song, reviewed a guard of honour of the 
three services of the Korean People’s Army. 


President Kim Il-song bade farewell to President Joa- 
quim Alberto Chissano and hugged him. 


The latter expressed deep thanks for the hospitality 
accorded to him by President Kim Il-song during his stay 
in Korea. 


Present at the farewell function were members of the 
Mozambican party and government delegation— 
Armando Emilio Guebuza, member of the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Frelimo Party 
and minister of transport and communications; Julio 
Eduardo Zamith Carrilho, secretary of the Frelimo Party 
Central Committee for Administration and Cadre; 
Pascoal Manuel Mocumbi, secretary of the Frelimo 
Party Central Committee for External Relations and 
minister for external relations; Lopes Tembe Ndelana, 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique to the DPRK — and 
others. 
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Present there were Comrade Yi Chong-ok, member of 
the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and vice-president; Comrade 
Kim Yong-nam, member of the Political Bureau of the 
WPK Central Committee, vice-premier of the Adminis- 
tration Council and foreign minister, Comrade Choe 
Tae-pok, secretary of the WPK Central Committee; and 
Yi Chong-chong, ambassador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary of the DPRK to the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique. 


The delegation left Pyongyang today by special plane. 
South Korea 


American Cultural Center in Kwangju Attacked 
SK2305094288 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0923 GMT 23 May 88 


[Text] At around 1800 today, approximately 100 youths, 
who appeared to be university students, threw 5 or 6 
Molotov cocktails at the American Cultural Center in 
Hwanggum-dong, Kwangju. 


These youths suddenly appeared from a side street 
beside the American Cultural Center, threw 5 or 6 
Molotov cocktails into the yard and onto roof of the 
American Cultural Center, and then fled. There was little 
damage. 


At the same time, one young man on the roof of the 
American Cultural Center [as heard] and another young 
man on the roof of the three-storey (Alabo) Cafe across 
from the American Cultural Center shouted over porta- 
ble loudspeakers, saying that they would bomb the 
American Cultural Center. They were later arrested by 
the police. 


Korean Guards Injured 
SK2305 113188 Seoul YONHAP in English 
1125 GMT 23 May 88 


[Text] Kwangju, Korea, May 23 (YONHAP)—Four stu- 
dent activists threw home-made bombs at the United 
States Information Service building Monday in this 
southwestern provincial capital and as many Korean 
patrols guarding the American property were reported to 
have been injured. 


Police said the students hurled the Molotov cocktails 
around 6:15 p.m. before spreading out placards reading 
anti-American slogans and that they were arrested on the 
scene about ten minutes later. 


Witnesses said that they chanted slogans like go home 
Yankees but no serious fires broke out. While police 
were arresting the four student activists, some 100 more 
students charged toward the front gate of the USIS 
building. 
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The charging students tossed some 30 home-made 
bombs but immediately dispersed as soon as police 
drove back them barrages of tear gas grenades. [sentence 
as received] Police are investigating the motives of the 
students activities. 


The four arrested are all of Chonnam National Univer- 
sity in Kwangju, about 290 kilometers south of Seoul, 
according to police. 


Daily Gives Details on U.S. Embassy Attack 
SK2105005188 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
21 May 88 p 1 


{Text] The U.S. Embassy in Seoul was attacked with 
home-made bombs at about | 1:30 a.m. yesterday. Seven 
students who carried off the surprising attack were 
Caught at the scene and led away by police. 


Five students, includiug O Hyon-kyu, a Seoul National 
University senior who climbed over the embassy fence, 
were caught inside the embassy compound and two 
others were arraigned by police while fleeing from the 
scene. 


They hurled six home-made explosive devices believed 
to be noise bombs. Of them, three went off with a 
deafening sound. 


One riot policeman, identified as Cho Ok-hwan, and a 
Korea University student, identified as Kim Si-yol, were 
injured by fragments of the explosives and were taken to 
hospital. 


The five who intruded into the eribassy put up a placard 
reading “Drive out U.S. imperialists who masterminded 
the Kwangju massacre” and scattered anti-U:S. leaflets 
in front of the embassy building before being over- 
powered by police guarding the embassy. 


The students, who wrapped themselves with Korean 
national flags, tried to tear down three Stars and Stripes 
they carried into the embassy just before they were 
caught. 


Two other students including Pak Yong-ik, a Kyonghee 
University junior, fled in the direction of the Sejong 
Cultural Center hurling a home-made bomb, but were 
arrested by police who were in pursuit. 


No one inside the embassy was hurt by the blast which 
left no property damage, according to embassy staff. 


Police confiscated from the arrested four Korean 
national flags, two Stars and Stripes, six iron pipes and 
two home-made bombs. 
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According to Chongno police investigating the students, 
they organized the “Patriotic Youth Commando” and 
decided to bomb the U.S. Embassy at the office of the 
student council of Kyonghee University at around 10 
a.m. Monday. 


Since then, they had met everyday to map out an attack 
plan, finalizing it at an inn in Hwayang-tong, eastern 
Seoul Thursday night. 


After checking out of the inn, they weni to the U.S. 
Embassy by taxi and surveyed the site at 10 a.m. 
yesterday. 


They gathered at Yonsei University campus to re-con- 
firm their resolve and went again to the embassy at 11:28 
a.m. to launch the attack. 


The “patriotic commando team” was affiliated with 
“*Hakturyon,” a students league organized to crush mil- 
itary dictatorship, which was set up Sunday at Konguk 
University. 


The other arrested students are: Pyon Kyong-pom, 22, a 
sophomore of the Public Administration Department of 
Kyunghee University; Cho Chong-chu, 22, a sophomore 
of the Environmental Engineering Department of Seoul 
City University; Sin U-sik, 22, senior of the Philosophy 
Department of Konguk University; Kim Si-yol, 23, 
senior of Korea University; and Hong Yang-kyon, 23, 
senior of Hanyang University. 


Meanwhile, the arrested students reportedly said they 
attacked the embassy to serve a warning to the “U.S. 
imperialists” who perpetuate division of the Korean 
peninsula by backing successive military dictatorial 
regimes, according to police. 


They also denounced the U.S. for its connivance in the 
military crushing of the civilian uprising in Kwangju in 
1980 and condemned the current U.S. administration 
for its excessive demands for the opening of Korean 
markets. 


The incident followed an attack on the U.S. Cultural 
Center in downtown Seoul by students Thursday when 
tens of thousands gathered on the City Hall plaza to pay 
tribute to Cho Song-man, a Seoul National University 
student who committed suicide to demand the US. 
withdrawal and the reunification of Korea last Saturday. 


The demonstrators ripped down the name board of the 
cultural center and hurled petrol bombs at the building, 
shattering several windowpanes. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


te Attack 
SK2105 124888 Seoul CHUNGANG ILBO in Korean 
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Police Investiga 


[Text] Police who are investigating the 21 May incident 
that involved homemade explosives being thrown at the 
U.S. Embassy and a demonstration there said that the 
efficiency and the type and method of the explosives’ 
manufacture resembles that of the explosives used in the 
24 February occupation of the U.S. Cultural Center in 
Seoul, as well as in the 30 April incident in which 
explosives were thrown at the DJP Headquarters. The 
police report that the slogans used were also identical. 


In view of this, the police believe that Kim Chol, a 
Yonsei University student who is wanted by the police 
for being the behind-the-scenes manipulator of these 
incidents, is involved in this incident. Police are continu- 
ing their investigation. 


Results of the police investigation to date reveal that the 
students arrested by police, including Pak Yong-ik, a 
junior in Kyonghui University’s History Department, 
organized the Student Struggle League at Konkuk Uni- 
versity on 15 April as a subordinate organ of the Union 
of the Seoul District Students General Association, and 
that these students held their first meeting at Kyonghui 
University on 17 April. 


The next day, the students organized the Patriotic Youth 
Suicide Squad in the editorial room of Konkuk Univers- 
ity’s student newspaper, held a swearing-in ceremony by 
writing their names in blood on the national flag, and 
that afternoon began to produce leaflets at Hanyang 
University. Police are thus investigating these organiza- 
tions. 


The police believe the youth in his twenties who gave the 
homcmade explosives to Pak Yong-ik at Konkuk Uni- 
versity’s Plaza of Democracy on the morning of 19 May 
is Kim Chol, who is wanted by the police. They are 
continuing their investigation. 


Meanwhile, the police believe it was about 6 groups 
totaling 20 students who on 20 May threw homemade 
explosives and staged a demonstration at the U‘S. 
Embassy. Of these persons, six were arrested by police. 


Cho Ok-hwan, a 22-year-old policeman assigned to the 
Mobile Police Unit of the Metropolitan Police Bureau, 
was injured by scraps of explosives that penetrated his 
leg and neck when he stepped on the explosives thrown 
that day. Two students who entered the embassy com- 
pound, including Kim Si-yol, a senior at Korea Univers- 
ity’s Department of Politics and Diplomacy, were also 
injured after being struck in the head by combat police 
using police clubs. 


The arrested students are as follows: Pak Yong-ik, a 
junior in Kyonghui University’s History Department; 
Sin U-sik, a senior in Konkuk University’s Department 
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of Philosophy; Hong Yong-chu, a senior in Hanyang 
University’s Department of Business Administration; O 
Hyon-kyu, a senior in Seoul National University’s 
Department of Politics; Cho Chong-chu, a junior in 
Seoul Metropolitan College’s Department of Environ- 
mental Engineering; Pyon Kycng-pom, a senior in 
Kyonghui University’s Department of Administrative 
Stuc ies; and Kim Si-yol, a senior in Korea University’s 
Department of Politics and Diplomacy. 


UN Command Says DMZ Conditions ‘Normal’ 
SK2105235688 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 May 88 p I 


[Text] Rear Adm. William T. Pendley, senior member of 
the United Nations Military Armistice Commission, 
denied yesterday the recent North Korean propaganda to 
make the world believe “the DMZ is aflame and war is 
imminent,” saying “conditions in the DMZ are normal.” 


In a news conference held at the UNC [UN Command] 
Headquarters in Yongsan, he revealed that in recent 
months, North Korea has falsely accused the UNC of 
violating the Korean Armistice Agreement by moving 
artillery into the DMZ, firing machineguns and artillery 
north across the Military Demarcation Line and trying 
to infiltrate navy ships into their territorial waters. 


“I can honestly say that none of these accusations are 
accurate or true, and that the increased tensions the 
north keeps talking about in their domestic and foreign 
media broadcasts don’t exist in fact,” he said flatly. 


Pendley further said the barrage of North Korean false 
accusation must be aimed at stirring up tension on the 
peninsula to scare other nations into staying away from 
the Seoul Olympics. 


The UNC is making every effort to preserve stability on 
the border and avoid any confrontation with the north. 
Peace was vital to ensure the safety of the Olympics, he 
said. 


North Korea is the only party which benefits from seeing 
an escalation of tensions on the peninsula, Pendley said. 


“The north provided no evidence, none at all, to back up 
their charges and in several cases the charges were 
announced on their domestic radio before they were 
transmitted to us through the proper MAC channels,” he 
said. 


What a shame that would be if the world’s first really 
world-wide Olympic Games with 161 nations attending 
could be undermined by a handful of propaganda offic- 
ers dishing out fabricated charges, he also said. 
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Answering questions, Pendley said he was confident the 
Seoul Olympics would be a success and the participation 
of 161 nations including some North Korean arch allies 
would have some effect in discouraging North Korean 
provocation to acertain degree. 


But, he said, maximum alert has to be maintained in 
view of the terrorist activities committed by North 
Korea in the past. 


Asked about any recent suspicious troop movement in 
DMZ by the north, Pendley said there were no unusual 
North Korean military movements to indicate any trou- 
ble. 


On the possibility that a growing anti-American senti- 
ment by some Korean students in recent days was 
influenced by North Korean propaganda, Pendley flatly 
said he was not in a position to know or talk about it. 


However, he opined, the matter would not be worrisome 
as the anti-American sentiment is held by only a limited 
number of people. The majority Korean people are very 
much supportive for the U.S. forces here, he said. 


Dismisses North’s ‘Fabrications’ 
SK2105023488 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0208 GMT 21 May 88 


[Text] Seoul, May 21 (YONHAP)—The U:S.-led United 
Nations Command (UNC) Saturday dismissed as ridic- 
ulous fabrications North Korea’s recent charges that the 
UNC had created increased tension in the demilitarized 
zone that divides South and North Korea. 


Rear Adm. William Pendley, senior UNC delegate to the 
Korean Military Armistice Commission, told a news 
conference that the charges are just part of the North’s 
continued attempts to misuse the forums of the Military 
Armistice Commission. 


With the Olympics just 119 days from today, this is a 
time when every effort by the UNC is even more sharply 
directed toward maintaining peace and security on the 
(Korean) peninsula, he said. 


Pendley said from May 5 to 12 the North Korean side 
made 10 charges against the UNC for allegedly moving 
artillery into the DMZ, firing machine guns and artillery 
at the North across the DMZ, and attempting to infil- 
trate navy vessels into its territorial waters. 


He said, however, that none of the charges were found to 
be accurate or true, adding that the North seems to have 
thought that water resupply trucks were artillery in six 
out of the 10 charges. 
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The top U.S. Navy officer stationed in Korea said the 
North’s charges are believed to be fabricated propaganda 
rather than mistakes in observation in light of the fact 
that the North maintains more than 100 observation 
posts along the 4-kilometer buffer zone. 


He added that the North provided no evidence to back 
up its charges and announced some of the charges on 
their domestic radio before making an appeal io the 
UNC through the proper channels of the armistice 
commission. 


Pendley further s2id the North has been rapidly increas- 
ing the number of its charges, averaging four to five a 
month this year. He said the North made less than three 
charges a month last year. 


The only thing happening in and along the DMZ today is 
the relentless propaganda campaign being conducted by 
the North, he said. 


Stressing that there is no substance to the Norths 
repeated charges, Pendley added that the charges, if 
allowed to go unchallenged and unanswered, may cause 
doubts about the safety and security of the Olympics. 


What a shame that would be if the world’s first really 
world-wide Oi, npic games with 161 nations attending 
could be undermined by a handful of propaganda offic- 
ers dishing out fabricated charges, he said. 


Paper Reports in Kim Chong-il Status 
SK2205005 388 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 May 88 p 2 


[Text] Tokyo (YONHAP)}—A Japanese daily reported 
Saturday that there seems to have been a change in the 
position of Kim Chong-il, heir-designate son of North 
Korean head Kim II-song. 


the YOMIURI SHIMBUN based its report on the just- 
ended talks between Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping ard 
North Korean Armed Forces Minister O Chin-u in 
Beijing in which there were no single remarks made on 
the junior Kim of North Korea. 


Thus far, it has been customary for the issue regarding 
Kim Chong-il to be taken up as one of the major agenda 
items in talks between the leaders of the two neighboring 
Communist countries. 


The PEOPLE’S DAILY published in Beijing reported 
that Deng intensively explained to O Chinese economic 
policies and reform projects, according to the Japanese 


newspaper. 
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Kim Tae-chung Seeks Olympic Talks With North 
SK2105005788 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
21 May 88 p 1 


{Text} k.im Tae-chung yesterday proposed that political 
partics of South and North Korea hold a meeting at the 
truce village of Panmunjom to discuss the possibility of 
co-hosiing the forthcoming Summer Olympics between 
Seoul and Pyongyang. 


The suggestion immediately faced strong repercussions 
from the ruling Democratic Justice Party. Two other 
opposition parties withheld their comments. 


Kim, now heading the opposition Party for Peace and 
Democracy said at a regular meeting of 71 PPD lawmak- 
ers-elect, ““We can consider opening di..‘ogue between 
political parties of the South and North Korea if it is 
deemed necessary to co-host the Olympiad.” 


He went on that the more passive North Korea becomes 
toward participating in the Olympics, “We (South 
Korea) must show more magnanimity in the long-term 
perspective.” 


Kim Chung-wi, spokesman of the ruling DJP, said it is 
irresponsible for a political leader to propose such talks 
at a time when the South-North dialogue channel should 
be limited to the government itself. 


The DJP spokesman went on to question as to why the 
PPD president is insisting on co-hosting the Olympics 
when the international community believes it is impos- 
sible. 


Kim Tae-chung had first proposed the talk last Wednes- 
day when he met Kim Yong-sam and Kim Chong-pil. 
But the other two Kims waived comments on the sug- 


gestion. 


After the meeting, the three Kims merely called on the 
government to make its utmost efforts io persuade North 
Korea to compete in the Seoul Olympics. 


Kim Tae-chung yesterday said, however, that the co- 
hosting, if materialized, will just bring about a tangible 
result transcending nationalistic sentiment. He also 
added that it will create a mood of detente, facilitate 
exchanges between the South and the North and lead the 
North to open its closed doors and stimulate the ultimate 
peaceful unification. 


The PPD president, however, did not indicate which of 
the political parties should repreesent the meeting. 


To underscore his aspiration for the co-hosting of the 
Summer Olympics, Kim will visit the Seoul Olympic 
Organizing Committee and receive a briefing from 
SLOOC president Park Se-chik today. 
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He will also lunch with athletes now under training at the 
Taenung camp. 


Kim’s proposal apparently causes embarrassment to the 
government. It officially said the co-hosting is impossi- 
ble and that the South- North dialogue channel should be 
limited to the government although anybody can freely 
debate the national unification issue. 


Withraws Cohosting Plan 
SK2105053488 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0511 GMT 21 May 


[Text] Seoul, May 21 (YONHAP)}—Opposition leader 
Kim Tae-chung Saturday dropped his controversial pro- 
posal to hold a meeting between South and North 
Korean political parties on the Seoul Olympics, saying 
his remarks on the matter were misunderstood. 


I have no intention of sticking to my insistence on 
co-hosting the Olympic games and for holding party- 
level talks to induce North Korea’s participation in the 
Seoul Olympics, if other parties oppose such proposal, 
Kim told reporters. He adced that the matter should be 
handled through interparty compromise. 


Kim said that his ideas for the party-level talks were 
proposed Wednesday during a meeting among the three 
major opposition party leaders but no agreement was 
reached. 


Commenting on the background surrounding his 
remarks Friday, the opposition leader said I just briefed 
on the matter at a closed-door meeting of our party's 
assemblymen-elect. However, my remarks were misin- 
terpreted as if I had insisted on the two matters in the 
meeting, he said. 


Kim. who heads the main opposition Party for Peace and 
Democracy said he wants talks on Pyongyang’s partici- 
pation in the Seoul games to be initiated by the govern- 
ment after thorough consultations with the opposition 
parties. 


Kim was quoted as saying Friday that Seoul and Pyong- 
yang should hold a meeting of political parties at Pan- 
munjom, if necessary, to discuss co-hosting the Seoul 
Olympics. 


Kim also said, we should be more tolerant and endeavor 
to induce the North’s participation in the games and not 
hesitate to hold South-North summit talks on the matter. 


Kim’s suggestion, made at a general meeting of the 
party’s assemblymen-elect, drew immediate criticism 
from the ruling and two other main opposition parties. 


Kim Chung-ui, spokesman of the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party, issued a statement which said, we ask why 
Kim made such a proposal despite the internationally 
known fact that it is impossible to co-host the games. The 
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statement also criticized the idea as irresponsible for a 
political leader and cemanded that the PPD president 
withdraw the remarks, which it said would disrupt the 
successful hosting of the Olympics. 


Meanwhile, the Reunification Democratic Party and the 
New Democratic Republican Party also made it plain 
that they cannot go along with Kim’s suggestion. 


RDP spokesman So Chong-won said in a statement that 
the talks for discussing the North’s participation in the 
Olympics should be held on the government level. How- 
ever, he asked the government and the ruling party to 
disclose details of the contacts with North Korea, which 
he said have been secretly conducted in order to per- 
suade Pyongyang’s participation in the Olympics, slated 
for Sept. 17-Oct. 2. 


RDP president Kim Yong-sam, long-time rival of Kim 
Tae-chung, has yet to comment on the matter, appar- 
ently conscious of the position taken by dissidents and 
student activists who have supported Kim Tae-chung’s 
ideas for co-hosting the games. 


NDRP president Kim Chong-pil objected to the PPD 
leader’s suggestion Friday saying that the opposition 
parties should cooperate for the success of the games and 
that North’s participation in the Seoul Games should be 
discussed only with the guidance and coordination of the 
government. 


Cohosting Plan Assailed 
SK2105082088 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0802 GMT 21 May 88 


[Text] Seoul, May 21 (YONHAP)}—Amid growing polit- 
ical dispuies over convening the new National Assembly, 
a top opposition leaders call for talks between North and 
South Korean political parties to discuss co-hosting the 
Seoul Olympics has created a fresh wave of controversy. 


Kim Tae-chung, president of the leading opposition 
Party for Peace and Democracy, immediately withdrew 
his controversial proposal after it stirred up the already 
tense political situation. 


However, the government party, riding on the negative 
responses of other opposition parties toward Kim’s pro- 
posal, unleashed a prompt and harsh attack denouncing 
Kim’s remarks as too irresponsible to be made by a 
responsible political leader. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party said in a statement, 
we deplore Kim's call as an irresponsible act that lacked 
any consideration for its domestic and international 


impact. 
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The statement further charged that Kim's attempt to 
initiate direct talks between the political parties of South 
and North Korea while neglecting the responsible gov- 
ernment reflects acceptance of the North's proposal 
which could damage the governments position in nego- 
tiations with North Korea. 


The No. 2 opposition Reunification Democratic Party 
also questioned the wisdom of a meeting between polit- 
ical parties of the two Koreas, pointing out that there are 
no democratic political parties in the true sense of the 
word in North Korea. 


The third opposition New Democratic Republican Party 
rejected Kims proposal contending that any effort for 
realizing successful Olympic games should be made with 
the coordination and cooperation of the government. 


Government officials also said Kim’s proposal would 
not improve inter-Korean relations but would likely be 
subject to political exploitation by the North. 


The officials described Kim’s proposal as the product of 
a naive idea lacking sufficient understanding of past 
negotiations between the two Koreas on the Olympic 
games, adding that it will result in strengthening North 
Korea's call for co-hosting the Olympiad. 


Kim, who reportedly made the proposal in a party 
caucus on Friday, told reporters Saturday that his real 
intention was misunderstood. 


I have no intention to call unilaterally for the co-hosting 
of the Olympics or a meeting between South and North 
Korean political parties since they are matters requiring 
a bipartisan agreement in advance, he said. 


Kim added, however, that efforts are needed to realize 
North Koreas participation in the Seoul Olympic games, 
slated for Sept. 1 7-Oct. 2. 


He said the North’s participation in the games will lead 
to the guarantee of a safe Olympiad, to major progress in 
reconciliation between South and North Korea, and to 
the opening of North Korean society. 


Blames Press for ‘Row’ 
SK2205003988 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
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[From “Out and About” column] 


[Text] Kim Tae-chung tried yesterday to pass the blame 
for the row over his remarks on north Korea's participa- 
tion in the Olympic Games to the press. 


“The misunderstanding was caused because reporters 
failed to confirm the true meanings of my remarks,” 
Kim said. 
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He volunteered to have a news conference yesterday 
morning at his residence in Tonggyo-tong to explain to 
reporters on how the controversy ‘was caused. 


“I made the remarks at the plenum of PPD lawmakers 
which was closed to reporters. I was simply explaining to 
the meeting on the outcome of the three Kim talks on 
May 18,” Kim said. 


He added a few reporters who overheard him wrote 
stories without checking with him about the remarks. 


“When you deal with an important issue like this, you 
will have to confirm it,” Kim said. 


Samaranch Confirms IOC Position 
SK2205001988 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
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[Text] Paris (Special)}—The International Olympic Com- 
mittee yesterday reconfirmed its previous position that it 
is impossible for south and north Korea to co-host the 
Summer Olympic Games. 


IOC spokeswoman Michele Verdier said the co-hosting 
idea reportedly advocated by a south Korean oppositior 
party leader clearly violates the Olympic Charter. 


Emphasizing the Olympic Charter which stipulates an 
Olympiad be held only in one city, she said the proposal 
that the 1988 Olympics be staged in Seoul and Pyong- 
yang is totally absurd. 


“The IOC has given special consideration to north Korea 
in allowing it to stage some sports of the Games to 
persuade north Koreans to take part in the Olympics and 
to ensure security for the Games,” she said. 


Meanwhile, IOC president Juan Antonio Samaranch is 
scheduled to visit Seoul on May 30 to inspect Seoul's 
preparations for the Olympics. 


While staying in Seoul, Samaranch will reportedly 
explain to ruling and opposition party leaders why 
co-hosting is impossibie. 


Sports Circles Criticize Remarks 
SK2205002838 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
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[““News Analysis” by staff reporter Chon Si-yong] 


[Text] With the people’s deep-rooted desire for peaceful 
reunification of the divided Korean peninsula being 
intensified, the Seoul Olympics has become the focal 
point in the national discussion about unification. 


Some say the Seoul Olympics should be used to help 
reunite the divided nation while others say the Olympics 
should be above politics. 
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Some assert that the south must exert every effort needed 
to persuade the north to participate in the Seoul Games, 
even by allowing it to ' co-host” the Games. 


The co-hosting idea has becmme a hot issue among local 
politicians as a prominent opposition k«cader said he 
supported the north Korean proposal to hold talks on 
ways to allow the north to jointly sponsor the Seoul 
Olympics. 


Kim Tae-chung, president of the main opposition Party 
for Peace and Democracy, told a meeting of party 
members on Friday that “the south and north should 
hold a meeting between political parties, at Panmunjom 
if necessary, to allow north Korea to co-host the 
Olympics.” 


Kim’s remark drew immediate criticism from sports and 
Olympic officials, as well as the ruling party and the 
government. 


Embarrassed by the criticism, Kim said yesterday he was 
misquoted. He also cancelled his scheduled visit to the 
Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee [SLOOC] and the 
Taenung Training Center. 


Sports officials said yesterday Kim would have not made 
such a rash statement if he had read the Olympic 
Charter, which prohibits co-hosting. 


They noted that to the north Koreans, co-hosting means 
that the Olympics should be called “the Seoul-Pyong- 
yang Olympiad,” and separate opening and closing cer- 
emonies be held in Seoul and Pyongyang. They also 
emphasized that under the co-hosting formula the two 
sides would share all Olympic revenues, including the 
television fees, and eight out of the 23 Olympic events 
would be staged in Pyongyang. 


“This is totally absurd. The Olympic Charter says the 
Olympic Games are given to a city not a country,” the 
officials said. 


Another important thing to consider is that co-hosting is 
not a matter of interest between south and north Korea. 
“The International Olympic Committee holds the entire 
rights to the Olympic Games,” they noted. 


Pak Se-chik, the SLOOC president, also told a meeting of 
reporters last week that the Olympic Games should not 
be used for political ends. “We hope the Olympics will 
contribute to the peace op the world as well as Korea. 
But politics can not be the ends of the Olympics,” he 
said. 

Officials also note that it is practically impossible for 


north Korea to stage eight sports with the Games open- 
ing less than four months away. 
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“Some International Federations, including the wres- 
thing governing body, FLA, do not want their sports to be 
held in north Korea,” a SLOOC official said. Wrestling 
is one of the eight sports Pyongyang had hoped to 
organize. 


With all the general problems aside, the official said, 
time has already run out for north Korea to host some 
Olympic events in terms of technical preparations. 


“TI believe it’s absolutely impossible now for north Korza 
to provide adequate technical services for the Games, 
including communications and television broadcasting,” 
he said. 


A sports official said that he hopes the north Korean 
demand of co-hosting the Olympics will not be raised 
any more. 


“With the Seoul Olympics being shaped up as the 
greatest in the Olympic history, such assertions don’t 
help the Korean people or the Olympic organizers who 
have been devoting themselves to the success of the 
Games for years,” he concluded. 


DJP, RDP, NDRP Denounce Pian 
SK2205011888 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 22 May 88 p 1 


[Text] The ruling party has denounced Kim Tze-chung’s 
proposal that leaders of political parties of south and 
north Korea discuss co-hosing the Olympic Games. Kim 
denies making the proposal, saying he was misquoted. 


The Reunification Democratic Party and new Demo- 
cratic Republican Party also expressed their opposition 
yesterday to such talks on co-hosting the Seoul Olympics. 


Kim said his comments were misunderstood. “Ie never 
insisted on and will never call for (Seoul and Pyorgyang 
to) co-host the Games.” he said. 


Kim made the controversial remarks Friday while brief- 
ing lawmakers-elect of his Party for Peace and Democ- 
racy on the outcome of a meeting Wednesday between 
the three opposition parties. 


he was reported as having said, “We should be so active 
inducing Pyongyang’s participation in the Seoul Olym- 
pics as to be ready to consider co-hosting the Games.” 
The ruling Democratic Justice Party condemned the 
reported proposal as “irresponsible and deplorable.” 


“Such a proposal is practically and technically impcssi- 
ble in light of the International Olympic Committee 
charter,” said DJP spokesman Kim Chung-ui after a 
party meeting. 
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“It intentionally ignores the government's efforts to date 
to persuade the north to participate in the Seoul 
Olympics,” Kim charged. 


The spokesman further denounced Kim Tae-chung “‘dis- 
closing a political intention to bring about popular 
distrust in the government by claiming that Seoul is 
responsible for Pyongyang's negative stance on partici- 
pation in the Olympic Games.” 


On Friday, Kim Tae-chung said, “We could consider 
holding a meeting between leaders of political parties 
from south and north Korea at the truce village of 
Panmunjom, if it is needed for an inter-Korea discussion 
on the issue of co-hosting the Seoul Summer Games. 


Other opposition parties dismissed the proposal. 


“In order to persuade Pyongyang to participate in the 
Seoul Olympics, meetings between sports authorities or 
government officials should be sought,” said RDP 
spokesman So Chong-won. 


RDP sources said party leader Kim Yong-sam had 
opposed co-hosting the Games at the Wednesday meet- 
ing of the three Kims. 


NDRP head Kim Chong-pil said, “At this moment, 
co-hosting the Games is practially impossible.” 


It is important for Pyongyang to participate in the Seoul 
Olympics and help provide momentum to restore 
national homogenity, he said. 


Inter-Korean Issues Cloud Political Scene 
SK2205004988 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 May 88 p 2 


[‘‘News in Review” by political editor Kim Myong-sik: 
““Inter-Korean Issue Complicates Politics; Gambits To 
Broaden Support’’] 


[Text] Kim Tae-chung is trying to have himself recog- 
nized as the leader of the new political fabric unfolding 
after the April 26 general elections. Yet he looks too 
hasty in doing so. 


People, whether they voted for his party or not, had 
heaved a sigh of relief when he stressed “stability” and 
renounced an “all-or-nothing struggle’ after the polls 
which elevated his Party for Peace and Democracy to the 
largest opposition force. 


But they grinned and frowned at the report of his 
“suggestion” of an inter-Korean meeting of political 
parties at the truce village of Panmunjom on the co- 
hosting of the Olympics. 


“He came down to the level of a 20-year-old freshman at 
a Seoul campus,” a critic commented. 
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Kim hurriedly made an arduous explanation of the 
contents of his remarks and the circumstances under 
which they were made. Still he stood by the basic idea of 
sharing the Olympics to promote south-north rapproche- 
ment. 


The thin ties of unity among the three opposition parties 
were loosened as the Reunification Democratic Party 
and the New Democratic Republican Party wanted to 
dissociate themselves from the controversy. 


Kim Yong-sam called it unrealistic while Kim Chong-pil 
argued that the channel of contacts with the north should 
be limited to the government although study and debate 
on inter-Korean affairs should be open to the public. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party reacted with strong 
rebuke of what it called the “irresponsible manner” of 
the political leader. But its officials could not completely 
hide their sense of comfort at the chance of hurting the 
champion of April 26. 


Kim Tae-chung’s idea of sharing at least eight sports with 
North Korea, allowing the inclusion of “Pyongyang” in 
the title of the 24th Olympics and even dividing up the 
revenue from the sale of TV rights had been presented in 
the three Kims talks on Wednesday. 


Seoul can afford to share some $150 million around 
when calculating the effect of offering ‘““economic aid” of 
that amount to North Korea, he was quoted as saying in 
the tripartite conversation. 


But the text of the discussion as released jointly by the 
spokesmen for the three parties did not contain anything 
referring to that suggestion by the PPD president. 


Kim Tae-chung might have felt uneasy at his idea going 
astray while the political machine was stalled due to the 
dispute over the projected Chongwadae meeting of polit- 
ical leaders and the formation of probe committees in 
the new House. 


He briefed the National Assemblymen-elect of his party 
on Friday about the important portion in the three Kims 
talks which was not publicized. 


As he expected, it splashed in morning papers yesterday 
as a “proposal for an inter-Korean conference of political 
parties on the Olympic co-hosting.”’ Still he complained 
that the press missed his point. 


In his own explanations, the opposition parties, with so 
strong public trust shown in the least elections, should 
not stand idle with this precious opportunity of a break- 
through in the south-north relations. 
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An Olympic co-hosting with the north will remove one 
potential danger to the festival of mankind—North 
Korean terrorism. It will break the hardened wall and 
ae up broad exchanges and eventually expedite reuni- 
ication. 


The south should be more magnanimous and look at the 
matter from a more practical position, going over the 
technical problems involving the Olympic Charter, IOC 
regulations and all those things in pursuit of the greater 
cause beyond sports, Kim asserted. 


His critics in the ruling camp as well as in the other 
Opposition parties, however, find something else from 
the Kim Tae-chung shock. It was yet another gambit by 
him to clinch the hegemony in post-election politics, 
they argued. 


The inter-Korean affairs are no doubt to become the 
major political issue in the days to come and Kim 
Tae-chung needed to make a bold move as early as 
—y to keep the upper hand over all other political 
orces. 


Besides, he had to ride on the back of increasing passion 
for reunification among the numerically growing post- 
Korean War generation, politically spearheaded by the 
activists On Campuses. 


To win the support of this new political force was a task 
that could never be neglected by Kim Tae-chung. he 
must have some other overtures in his brain as a sequel 
or modification to his south-north confederation for- 
mula which was offered during the presidential election, 
the critics said. 


Few can correctly calculate at this moment the plus and 
minus to Kim Tae-chung resulting from his experiment 
with the inter-Korean question. But the fallout into the 
general political atmosphere was significant. 


The electorate which had created an exquisite balance in 
the distribution of power through the two crucial elec- 
tions was already in deep anxiety over the protracted 
arm wrestle between the minority ruling camp and the 
majority opposition force. 


The fumes of tear gas have returned to Seoul streets 
while there grow fears that the 13th National Assembly 
might not be open until one month after the April 26 
elections. 


The opposition insists that they cannot wait just one 
week in forming special probe committee in the House. 
The deadlock persisted as the government side would 
not give up seating a second man from the DJP in a 
meeting of political leaders. 
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Anyone who wants to clinch the political hegemony can 
do so by sincerely seeking to break the disappointing 
stalemate rather than further complicating the picture 
with the addition of new problems. 


RDP, NDRP Call for Release of Prisoners 
SK2305035188 Seoul YONHAP in English 0339 GMT 
23 May 88 


[Text] Seoul, May 23 (YONHAP)—South Korea’s two 
leading Opposition parties issued statements Monday on 
the occasion of Buddha’s birthday urging that the gov- 
ernment immediately release all prisoners of conscience. 


The Reunification Democratic Party’s statement said 
our party strongly requests that the government release 
all prisoners of conscience who are detained for political 
causes. 


The RDP also said it will make its best efforts so that all 
religions can engage in religious activities free of govern- 
ment intervention. 


The statement by the New Democratic Republican Party 
also called for the early release of all political prisoners. 


The government should materialize the holy spirit of 
Buddha by pursuing true democratization, the statement 
said. 


Meanwhile, Kim Chung-wi, spokesman for the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party, said he hoped Buddha’s birth- 
day will serve as an opportunity to consolidate national 
reconciliation and advance national reunification. 


South Korea, which has an estimated 7.5 million Bud- 
dhist believers, celebrates Buddha’s birthday as a 
national holiday. The holiday falls on April 8 [fourth 
month, eighth day by lunar calendar or May 23] by lunar 
calendar. 


Kim Chong-pil Drops Objection to Yun 
SK2205013288 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 22 May 88 p 2 


[Text] Kim Chong-pil has dropped his objection to 
Democratic Justice Party Chairman Yun Kil-chung 
attending a meeting between President No Tae-u and the 
three opposition leaders. 


“The meeting can be held with Yun,” the New Demo- 
cratic Republican Party president said yesterday. 


Stressing dialogue and compromise in politics, Kim said, 
“Now we have to stop approaching politics in terms of 
victory or defeat.” 


Kim previously opposed Yun’s participation in accor- 
dance with an agreement with the two other Kims. 
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RDP’s Kim Yong-sam Gives Interview 
SK2305085 188 Seoul Christian Broadcasting 
System Network in Korean 2200 GMT 13 May 88 


{Interview with RDP President Kim Yong-sam by Kim 
Yong-hwan, chief of the Political Section of the CBS 
News Department—live] 


[Text] [Kim Yong-hwan] How are you? First of all, let 
me offer you my congratulations on your reelection as 
RDP president. 


Last 8 February you stepped down from the party 
presidency, calling for reunification of the opposition 
parties and declaring that you would serve the party as a 
common soldier. Now that you are back, the RDP can be 
said to be making another fresh start with a new leader- 
ship, overcoming the defeats it suffered twice recently. 


Also, in terms of political composition, your return to 
the RDP presidency through the national convention 
can be viewed as a sign that the so-called three Kims 
system is complete. 


First of all, let us hear your comment on having been 
reelected as president of the RDP. 


[Kim Yong-sam] When I resigned from the party presi- 
dency last 8 February, I said that | would truly serve the 
party as a common soldier and that I would become a 
wheat seed. I left the post of party president in order to 
achieve the reunificatoin of the opposition parties. 


However, all of the RDP members have called on me to 
rebuild the RDP and to take the lead in ushering in 
democracy and in rescuing the RDP by becoming its 
president, without fail. 


I agonized over this problem for a while. I assure you, 
however, that I never thought of coming back after the 
general elections. My party, however, demanded that I 
run in the general elections in the Pusan electoral dis- 
trict. | agonized over this demand. Later, I accepted it, 
thinking that it was a way of keeping democracy alive in 
our country and of revitalizing our RDP. I thought I was 
starting all over. It is because of this frame of mind that 
I returned to the presidency, resolving that I should serve 
it as a wheat seed, that I would serve the party as a 
common soldier, and that I will have to choose such a 
treacherous road if it is the only way to rescue the RDP. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] Some say that the RDP has become 
depressed and is too calm after the general elections. 
What do you say about this? 


{Kim Yong-sam] One should not see it that way. Of 
course, our party should have reorganized in a national 
convention shortly after the general elections; but we 
were a little late. I also thought that it was not appropri- 
ate for me to say this; and, because I was not the party 
president, I abstained from talking with people and 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


reporters. That may be the reason why many people say 
this. To talk before anyone else is not always important, 
one should choose the time to say things. This being the 
case, since my reelection as party president, I have talked 
with reporters and revealed what I had kept to myself. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] As a result of the 26 April general 
elections, the RDP has lost the position of the largest 
Opposition party. Will you please summarize the results 
of the 26 April general elections? 


[Text] [Kim Yong-sam] I have often tried to talk about it. 
In a democracy, the people are the masters. The election 
law was somehwat abnormal. Anyway, having a few 
more seats in the National Assembly is not important. 
Also, the highest good a political party sets itself is to 
seize power. Power is its raison d’etre. So, the fact that 
our RDP won support from virtually every part of the 
country and that it has garnered the most votes among 
the opposition parties should be highly rated. 


What does this mean? It means that after 4 years, our 
RDP will become the largest of all the parties, not just 
the largest opposition party; and in the next 5 years, it 
will certainly advance as a party capable of seizing power 
true to the name. 


In particular, a large number of people in their twenties 
and thirties supported our RDP, and the DJP is now 
seen as a setting sun. I believe there is a slim chance for 
the DJP to remain in power. So, a large number of people 
who had supported the DJP will cerainly choose, with 
conviction and without fear, our RDP, which has gar- 
nered a great deal of votes from all over the country. I am 
convinced of this. 


{Kim Yong-whan] Now, how do you read the public 
opinion reflected in the election returns? 


[Kim Yong-sam] I think our people were very wise. First, 
the DJP’s presidential candidate won only 37 percent of 
the votes. By giving only 34 percent of the votes, the 
people have given the opposition enough seats to pro- 
vide a balance of power. In a sense, they said to the 
Opposition parties: We want you to completely hold back 
the dictatorship and its bullying. This is evidence that 
the people do not trust the DJP, even though it claims to 
be practicing democracy. It also shows that they want the 
Opposition parties to move toward democracy while 
holding the ruling party in check. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] Because of the two recent major 
elections, the regional rivalries have become a great 
issue. Do you have any plan to do away with the regional 
rivalries, for example, such things as conversing with 
residents in the regions? 
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{Kim Yong-sam) It is truly unfortunate. It can be 
destructive to the nation. Whatever may be said about it, 
it is an unfortunate thing, the work of the politicians. 
The past presidential election brought the situation into 
bold relief. 


What is more, through the recent general elections, the 
roots of regional rivalries have become stronger. I do not 
think that visiting certain regions or having conversation 
with somebody there will change anything. I believe such 
acts could, contrary to their goal, result in fostering the 
regional rivalries. So, I think it is impossible to solve 
regional rivalries at one stroke. It is rather a most 
pressing political and social issue confronting our coun- 
try. It takes a long time to resolve it. We have to take long 
time to find ways to do away with it. I believe all of us 
will have to rack our brains to find a way to do away with 
it. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] We can say that with the nomination 
of key RDP officials yesterday, the overall structure of 
the opposition sphere is now complete. Th. s, I foresee 
the talks of of the opposition party presidents next week 
oe talks of the heads of the four parties in the near 
uture. 


In what attitude do you plan to participate in these talks? 


[Kim Yong-sam] I think that the secretaries general of 
three parties will meet today or tomorrow to discuss the 
issue on the date of the talks. I am sure they will even talk 
about the issues which should be discussed when our 
three people meet. 


I think cooperation among our three parties is very 
important to overall state affairs. Thus, our three parties 
should respect and cooperate with one another, just as 
individuals do. Our three persons will strive to reach an 
agreement on operating overall political matters in 
depth, based on mutual respect. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] Will you tell us about your plans to 
operate in political circles? 


{Kim Yong-sam] I think the National Assembly should 
be convened by the end of this month and that, as soon 
as the structure of the Assembly is complete, important 
pending questions should be discussed there. However, 
some opposition figures stated that the Assembly should 
be organized first, but that other issues should be under- 
taken next. Even if this happens, the interval should not 
be long. In other words, what needs to be agreeed upon 
should be discussed at least | week after the Assembly is 
organized so that the Assembly can handle important 
issues without delay. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] What is your position on the issue of 
a referendum which was put forward by President No 
Tae-u as an election campaign pledge and on the method 
of examining his administration? 
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[Kim Yong-sam] This is a pledge made by one who ran 
for the presidency. I guess that because the DJP fell into 
a very difficult situation, he made such remarks, regard- 
ing me as the target. I think the other side’s pledge, as 
well as ours, should be fulfilled without fail. Thus, the 
president’s pledge to inquire into the people’s trust in 
him should be fulfilled at an appropriate time after the 
Olympics. 


However, our RDP will make its final decision then, 
because there is still much time left, while watching how 
sincerely the No Tae-u regime is implementing democ- 
ratization which we demand and while watching the 
trend of public opinion after the Olympics. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] You do intend to challenge the posi- 
tion of the president after 5 years, don’t you? 


[Kim Yong-sam] As I told you before, our RDP takes 
great pride in the fact that it is supported evenly by the 
people throughout the country as well as by youths, with 
highest voting rate of support among the opposition 
parties. Thus, I believe that our party will become the 
first party after 4 years and it will grasp the great power 
after 5 years. However, I think this is not the appropriate 
time for me to tell you about personal matters. 


What I can tell you at the moment is that I consider it my 
duty and reason to do my best for our opposition party, 
democracy, and the nation. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] People say that because the unity of 
the opposition was not attained during the last presiden- 
tial election, you lost the position of president. What is 
your view about the issue of opposition unity? 


{Kim Yong-sam] That is one of the reasons that I failed. 
However, this regime perpetrated enormous irregulari- 
ties and corruption. It is true that our people have 
become used to such irregularities and corruption. This 
is a problem. 


The unity of the opposition is most desirable; however, I 
tried to attain opposition unity by even giving up my 
position of party president during and after the elections. 
However, I realized this was indeed difficult. 


Thus, I think that I should not again dissappoint the 
people by recklessly talking about this issue. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] I would like to ask about the future 
political climate. What do you have to say about the 
proposal by NDRP President Kim Chong-pil for forming 
a consultative organization among the three parties? 


[Kim Yong-sam] I have not yet heard about the details of 
the proposal from party President Kim Chong-pil. Thus, 
I cannot tell you exactly what I think. 
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However, I think there are two ways. One is to make a 
consultative organization, and another is to operate the 
conference of secretaries general as the council and to 
have floor leaders form such a consultative organization 
and operate it. All can bring about the same effects. | 
think this issue can be discussed by the three parties to 
select the best method. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] I think the formation of | 3th National 
Assembly will be completed within this month at the 
earliest. What do you think is the first urgent task that 
should be undertaken by the National Assembly when it 
opens’ 


{Kim Yong-sam] We made public pledges to the people 
during the parliamentary elections. One of the pledges 
our RDP made was to thoroughly investigate the irreg- 
ularities and corruption of Chon’s family and the Fifth 
Republic by exercising the National Assembly’s right to 
investigate state affairs as soon as the Assembly is 
convened. Another pledge was to investigate the 
Kwangju incident. Our pledges also include the estab- 
lishment of economic measures by the National Assem- 
bly to eliminate the people’s unrest in the economic 
sector and investigation of numerous frauds committed 
during the presidential and parlimanetary elections for 
the sake of our history and offspring. 


Therefore, I think such issues should be discussed with 
priority at the National Assembly when the Assembly is 
convened. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] Don’t you think that, in additon to 
these questions, the Assembly should also handle the 
issue of abolishing or revising so-called antidemocratic 
laws? 


[Kim Yong-sam] Of course. The National Assembly is 
going to be formed very soon. However, the National 
Assembly Law itself is the law formulated during the era 
of the Yusin system; therefore, a new Assembly law 
should be formulated first. Besides, all other evil laws, 
including laws concerning labor and the Agency for 
National Security Planning, should be abolished or 
revised. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] People also say that there would be 
some problems in operating the National Assembly. 
They point out that assemblymen have limited time to 
ask questions and that the National Assembly should be 
open to the people through live radio and television 
relays. What are your ideas for improving the operation 
of the National Assembly? 


(Kim Yong-sam] I think that the National Assembly 
should be open to the public. If one is exposed to the 
public, his actions are apt to be restricted and he is apt to 
act honestly. Thus, I think it is right to open the 
operation of our National Assembly to the public 
through television. 
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{Kim Yong-hwan] What is your view on investigating the 
issue of irregularities and corruption of former President 
Chon’s family, which the press has dealt with many 
times? 


[Kim Yong-sam] I believe this issue should be thor- 
Oughly investigated without giving an impression of 
retaliation. To do so is necessary for the success of the 
Olympics and for national harmony. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] The government has released numer- 
ous detainees thus far; however, the opposition camp has 
demanded the release of more detainees, advocating that 
they are democratic personages. Along with this, since 
1980 more than 8,000 government officials have been 
dismissed. Many reporters also have been dismissed. 
Tell me about your view on reinstatement of these 
dismissed personages. 


[Kim Yong-sam] We have mentioned the issue of rein- 
stating these dismissed government officials and report- 
ers many times in the past. My view is that all detainees 
should be released unless they are communists. In other 
words, all detainees except communists should be 
released. 


In particular, the problem of those who have been in jail 
for a long time, that is, long-term prisoners, is a serious 
one at present. They were Koreans who resided in Japan. 
Accordingly, once they are released, they are to go back 
to Japan. Therefore, there would be no problem if the 
authorities send them to Japan after releasing them. 
Anyway, those long-term prisoners who were Korean 
residents in Japan and who have been in jail for the 
involvement in a so-called spy ring case should be 
released. 


I believe this issue will be dealt with in the new National 
Assembly session as an important issue. At the same 
time, dismissed professors and teachers and those who 
were dismissed from their jobs without righteous reasons 
should be reinstated. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] Now, let me ask you about freedom of 
the press. The press was under government control 
during the Fourth Republic. During the Fifth Republic, 
the press received strong control from the government 
under the name of realignment of the press organs, 
including broadcasting stations. In the case of our radio 
station in particular, for 8 years we were not a!lowed to 
air news reports. Our radio station resumed airing news 
reports last October. What do you think of freedom of 
the press? 


{Kim Yong-sam] President No Tae-u has promiseci to 
guarantee the freedom of the press on many occasions. 
However, I believe there is no freedom of the press at all. 
Therefore, our three opposition parties, which have a 
majority of Assembly seats, will revise, rectify, or abolish 
the current evil laws on the press or will establish new 
laws on the press so that the press can enjoy its freedom. 
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{Kim Yong-hwan] What do you think of the need to 
establish new nongovernmental,  civilian-operated 
broadcasting stations? 


[Kim Yong-sam] Of the television broadcasting stations 
in Our country, we can leave the KBS Television Broad- 
Casting Station as it is, as a state-operated station. 
However, I think the MBC Television Broadcasting 
Station should be transferred to civilian ownership. The 
Christian Radio Broadcasting System Network should 
be expanded. At the same time, this network should 
expand its facilities so that it can air its own television 
broadcasts in the future. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] In order to establish a new civilian- 
operated broadcasting station, I believe it is imperative 
that the current laws on the Korean Advertising Corp. be 
revised or rectified. 


{Kim Yong-sam] That’s right. When the laws on the 
corporation were enacted, the DJP had a majority of 
seats in the National Assembly and our party was a 
minority party, so we could do nothing. Our party has 
just begun the studies to revise, rectify, or abolish all evil 
laws, including the current Election Law. Therefore, the 
three opposition parties will coordinate on these tasks in 
the future. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] I would like to ask you about the 
reunification issue. In a press conference held a few days 
after the party congress, you stated that for national 
reunification, you would be ready to meet with Kim 
Il-song. Please tell us about your views on the reunifica- 
tion issue. 


[Kim Yong-sam] I think the reunification issue is the 
domain to which our people should direct the greatest 
attention. In fact, they are most interested in this issue. I 
wish to see reunification achieved in my lifetime and to 
freely visit the North at an early date. 


The people from the Soviet Union and communist 
China will visit our country and participate in the 
Olympics. I think this is indeed a remarkable historic 
change. This itself would deepen the significance of 
peace on the Korean peninsula. 


However, I think that we should make utmost efforts to 
have our fellow countrymen in the North participate in 
the Olympics. The government should make every pos- 
sible effort to realize a single team; and if this is 
impossible, it should strive to realize our joint partici- 
pation, just as West and East Germany have done. The 
= parties should also play their role in achiev- 
ing this. 


I stated that I would like to meet with Kim Il-song at any 
time and any place, if such a meeting is helpful to 
national reunification. It is my intention to visit the 
Soviet Union and China or any other place if my visit 
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would be helpful for reunification. I do not mean a 
simple visit, but talks with the leaders of these nations to 
discuss the issue of peace on the Korean peninsula and in 
Asia and other issues. 


I think time has come for our opposition parties to 
actively wage diplomacy of the opposition sphere 
because the DJP is not in the position of unilaterally 
Operating state affairs. Furthermore, no opposition party 
has the majority of seats in the National Assembly; thus, 
the DJP cannot do anything without discussing it with 
our RDP. 


At the same time, neither the PPD nor the NDRP can 
lead political circles without discussing it with our RDP. 
Thus, I think it is constructive for our RDP indepen- 
dently to take up international issues, to participate 
directly in diplomatic affairs for national reunification, 
and to actively carry out opposition party diplomacy. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] Now, I would like to put forth the 
issue On relations with the United States. From last year, 
U.S. trade pressure has been increasing. In particular, 
the U.S. demand for opening the cigarette and beef 
markets has become intense. What is your opinion on 
this issue? 


[Kim Yong-sam] Basically, Korea and the United States 
are allies. Thus, I think it is most desirable to maintain 
good relations between the two. However, I do not think 
it is right for the United States to put excessive economic 
pressure on our country since the United States is aware 
of difficulties on our farms and in our overall economy 
and because we share a great portion of defense 
expenses. 


The military regime in our country yielded easily to U.S. 
pressure in the past, thus creating today’s situation. I 
think there are ways for us to wisely resolve this problem 
by fully discussing it with the United States and through 
sufficient dialogue. 


Our opposition party will carefully review the economic 
issue, including the trade conflict and even the issue of 
actively coping with this situation by fully operating our 
policy-making committee. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] I would like to mention domestic 
issues again. In the past, we faced a serious situation 
created by labor disputes in addition to democratization 
questions. Negotiations between employers and employ- 
ees over the wage issue are going on this year, too. Thus, 
each year a serious struggle takes place over the wage 
issue. What is your view on the resolution of this 
problem? 


{Kim Yong-sam] I believe that the labor disputes that 
have recently erupted were inevitable and stem from the 
government’s suppression of workers. In other words, we 
have lived under the dictatorial system for a long time 
and our workers have suffered extreme suppression. 
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Therefore, the recent labor disputes were inevitable. | 
am sure the labor disputes will be smoothly settled as the 
days pass. In the case of Japan, workers stage labor 
struggles for wage increases in the spring every year. 
Such labor struggles for wage increases in Japan are 
staged in a calm manner and, therefore, have not created 
any social chaos at all. 


When the gap between the rich and the poor is narrowed 
and justice in the distribution of wealth is realized in our 
country, labor disputes can be smoothly settled through 
peaceful worker-management talks. This will also take 
time. 


[Kim Yong-hwan] Prices have gone up since the presi- 
dential election last year and the general election in 
April. What do you think about the ordinary citizens’ 
current living conditions? 


[Kim Yong-sam] During the Fifth Republic, the govern- 
ment noisily talked about price stability. This was a lie. 
Successive dictatorial regimes have deceived the people 
by fabricating statistics on the economy. As far as our 
people know, the amount of currency in circulation has 
increased 16 to 17 percent and, consequently, prices 
have gone up sharply. However, the government has still 
propagated price stability. I do not believe our economy 
is stable. Political stability ensures economic stability. 
Politics and the economy are closely related. Therefore, 
I believe that only when political stability is achieved can 
we have economic stability. During the presidential 
election last year and the general election in April, the 
ruling party spent a huge amount of money. This caused 
the recent price increases. I cannot but worry about the 
recent price increases. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] In conclusion, would you say some 
words to the listeners of the Christian Broadcasting 
System Network? 


[Kim Yong-sam] The Christian Broadcasting System 
Network suffered under all manners of suppression in 
the past from the dictatorial regime. However, thank; to 
the consistent struggle of staff members and our dear 
comrades who have operated the network even under 
difficult circumstances, this broadcasting network exists 
today. This is the valuable result of the consistent 
struggle of this broadcasiing station. I believe this radio 
station has the largest number of listeners among the 
radio stations in our country. I firmly believe that as the 
freedom of the press is more firmly guaranteed in the 
future, this radio station will further develop. I am sure 
that this radio station will become a representative 
station in our country when it has a television broadcast 
system in the near future. I would like to extend deep 
thanks to all staff members of the station for their 
consistent efforts. 


{Kim Yong-hwan] Thank you very much. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Shibata Receives Post Card From South Korea 
SK2305061788 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0958 GMT 23 May 88 


[Text] Seoul, May 23 (YONHAP)—South Korean police 
are trying to determine who sent a post card from South 
Korea to the house of Yasuhiro Shibata, an alleged 
member of Japan's Red Army terrorist group, in Tokyo. 


The Korean National Police Headquarters said Monday 
the post card found in Shibata’s home may be a clue that 
one or several figures connected with the Red Army have 
already entered South Korea with the possible goal of 
disrupting the Seoul summer Olympics slated for Sept. 
17-Oct. 2. 


Police are checking Japanese travelers and Korean resi- 
dents in Japan who recently came to Korea, according to 
the police headquarters. Police are also keeping a close 
watch on Olympic facilities to guard them from possible 
attacks. 


Police have obtained a list of dangerous 1,180 Japanese 
figures from Japanese security authorities, and are exam- 
ining their activities in Japan as well as their possible 
entry into South Korea. 


The post card said now in Korea, streets here are 
crowded because of the Olympics. I want to come again 
if possible. The name and address of the sender were not 
on the card. 


Shibata, 34, was arrested on May 6 in Tokyo by police 
for his involvement in the Red Army’s hijacking of a 
Japan Air Lines’ jetliner to North Korea via Seoul in 
March 1970. Japanese security authorities strongly sus- 
pect that he was sent to Japan by North Korea to prepare 
for terrorist attacks to sabotage the Seoul Olympic 
games. 


r Implicate Hyundai Officials 
SK2105022888 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
21 May 88 p 3 


{ Text] Police, investigating the kidnapping case of Hyun- 
dai union organizer So Chong-ui, managed to get a 
confession yesterday from kidnapper Pak Sang-in in 
which he said that a high-ranking figure of the company 
had directed the abduction. 


Pak, who surrendered himself to police with his accom- 
plice Kiin Kyu-tong on May 17, had alleged that it was a 
put-up job by So himself designed to attract people’s 
concern to his labor movement. 


With Pak reversing his earlier statements, police inves- 
tigation now concentrates on finding out substantial 
proof indicating the involvement of Hyundai Engineer- 
ing & Construction. 
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Choe Chae-tong, 47, director in charge of construction 
management, and other executive members of the com- 
pany who were drinking with So shortly before the 
kidnapping, are likely to be resummoned for police 
questioning. 


Pak said that he and Kim Kyu-tong conspired to hold So 
responsible for the case instead of the company when 
they met at the Park Hotel in northern Seoul just before 
surrendering. 


He said that they hit upon the idea while reading 
newspaper reports arguing the possibility of So himself 
plotting the abduction. 


Pak, however, refused to finger the high-ranking figure of 
the company who he alleged directed the kidnapping, 
resorting to the law allowing criminal suspects to refuse 
to answer questions. 


Pak said to police that Cho Pyong-chang, who he 
believed had a direct link with the company, promised to 
send 16 million won later through Kim Kyu-tong’s 
on-line bank account when he gave him four million won 
for initiating the abduction job. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Pak and Kim Kyu-tong had alleged that So was to give 
them 16 million won if things proceeded as planned. 


Police have so far failed to locate or identify Cho 
Pyong-chan, who is about 42-year-old and holds the key 
to the settlement of the case, according to Pak’s state- 
ments. 


In the meantime, Cho U-hyon, 24, one of the activists in 
the kidnapping, gave himself up to police Thursday 
night. Police are seeking two other activists, knowns as 
Kim Song-yun and O Chin-su, both 27 and bar waiters. 


The Labor Ministry yesterday decided to book Hyundai 
officials on charges of violating the Trade Union Law in 
connection with the case. 


Whereas, the flagship of the Hyundai conglomerate 
refrained from making any comments on the develop- 
ment in the case, contrasting to its earlier position 
maintaining its innocense. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Police Kill 8 Muslim Sect Followers in Sabah 
BK2305092488 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service 
in Malay 0900 GMT 23 May 88 


[Text] Sabah police shot dead 8 men at KM 2.4, Jalan 
Labok, Sandakan at about 3 o’clock this morning. The 
men are believed to be followers of a non-orthodox 
Muslim movement. Acting Sabah Police Commissioner 
Zulkifli Abdul Rahman said all the men, aged between 
18 and 25 years, were armed with long knives and died 
on the spot. 


According to Zulkifli, police have not identified the men. 
They tried to attack the Sandakan police station. He 
called on the public to be calm and stressed that the 
situation is under control. 


Mahathir To Expel New Party Dissidents 
BK2105104288 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0921 GMT 21 May 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, May 21 (OANA-BERNAMA)— 
All state assemblymen and members of parliament 
(MPs) of the old United Malay National Organization 
(UMNO) who oppose the new party should be expelled 
from the ruling national coalition front or Barisan Nasio- 
nal (BN). 


The new party or UMNO Baru president, Dr Mahathir 
Mohamed said Saturday the decision to expel would be 
conveyed to the BN Supreme Council for action. 


UMNO was declared illegal by the High Court on April 
4 after it was found violating the Society Act. Following 
the court decision, there was a conflict of determining 
the genuine representatives of political party in the 
country. 


Those affected included MP: and assemblymen ‘who had 
made known their stand of not wanting to jo.a UMNO 
Baru or had declared themselves 2¢ iiucpendents, he 
told a press conference after the UMNO Baru Supreme 
Council meeting at Sri Perdana (prime minister’s official 
residence). 


Three MPs of the old UMNO—former Welfare Services 
Minister Shahrir Abdul Samad (Johor Baharu), former 
Deputy Home Minister Radzi Sheikh Ahmad (Kangar) 
and Tawfik Dr Ismail (Sungai Benut)}—have already 
declared themselves as independents. 


Dr Mahathir told reporters later that the number of 
assemblymen opposed to UMNO Baru was small. 


UMNO Baru’s representatives in the BN now are Dr 
Mahathir (BN chairman), Deputy President Ghafar 
Baba (secretary general), Treasurer Daim Zainuddin 
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(treasurer), Terengganu Menteri Besar (chief minister) 
Wan Mokhtar Ahmad, Education Minister Anwar Ibia- 
him, and former Defense Minister Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi. 


On problems related to the administration of UMNO 
Baru, which were also discussed at the meeting, he said it 
was found that the party did not have enough staff to 
handle registration of members and to organize the party 
at divisional and branch levels. 


A 20-member coordinating committee would be formed 
at the branch level to help in the organization and 
membership registration of the party at branch level, 
said Dr Mahathir who is also the prime minister. 


At the press conference, he also announced the appoint- 
ment of Youth and Sports Minister Najib Abdul Razak 
as UMNO Baru youth head and Trade and Industry 
Minister Rafidah Aziz as wanita (women) leader. 


Proposed Contitutional Criticized 
BK2105085588 (Clandestine) Voice of Malayan 
Democracy in Malay 1215 GMT 19 May 88 


[News commentary entitled: ““The Mahathir Regime 
Disregards Value and Respect for the Law’’] 


[Text] For the sake of protecting his regime’s power from 
being challenged by the law and to enable the new 
UMNO [United Malay National Organization] to take 
possession of the deregistered UMNO party’s assets, the 
Mahathir clique presented amendments to the Federal 
Constitution and Societies Act in the House of Repre- 
sentatives in Kuala Lumpur on 15 March. After the 
amendments were presented for the second reading on 
17 March, the two amendment bills were hastily 
approved the following day. Two most important issues 
were among the amendments made to the Federal Con- 
stitution. One of the most crucial actions taken was 
grabbing the powers of the high and lower courts. 
Another crucial action taken was empowering the attor- 
ney general to have cases he tries held in any court and 
giving him the jurisdiction to transfer cases to specified 
courts as he deems suitable. With these amendments, 
Mahathir empowered his government to forbid the attor- 
ney general to present cases of corruption and malprac- 
tices involving the government or the ruling party before 
judges who strictly uphold justice and act according to 
the law. In this way, it has a guarantee that the courts will 
not make any decision which is considered unbeneficial 
to the ruling clique. 


When the amendments were presented for the second 
reading, Mahathir clearly stated that the amendments to 
the Constitution had to be made so that decisions made 
by judges will not interfere with government administra- 
tion. Sounding a harsh note criticizing judges, Mahathir 
spoke loudly saying the amendments were made with the 
objective of avoiding identical responsibilities among 
administrators and also to prevent judges from making 
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their own set of laws. In fact, everyone knows that the 
objective of the amendment bills is to pave the way for 
the administrators to interfere in the judicial process as 
they desire and then force the judges to act as their 
instruments. 


Mahathir did not directly state his total personal feeling 
of dissatisfaction over court decisions in several cases. 
But people were quite aware that prior to the approva’ of 
the amendment bills, the Kuala Lumpur high court had 
declared UMNO an illegal organization. Further, the 
Ipoh high court ordered Karpal Singh, a DAP [Demo- 
cratic Action Party] parliamentary member detained 
under the Internal Security Act, freed. Prior to this, the 
Kuala Lumpur high court made a statement saying some 
government ministers were involved in activities contra- 
dictory to the law. For example, the court ruled that the 
Home Ministry was erroneous in rejecting Aliran’s 
{Social Reform Movement] application to publish a 
monthly Malay-language magazine, the court issued an 
order forbidding the government from signing an agree- 
ment with United Engineers Company Limited [Malay- 
sia] to construct the north-south highway, and so on. 


The court rulings in such incidents based on the law are 
then su. “cient to reflect the courts’ ingenuity. The seri- 
ous power abuse by the dictatorial Mahathir ruling 
regime will definitely not escape being penalized through 
legal means. But Mahathir, losing his patience, harshly 
accused the judicial panel of interfering in government 
administration. He considered judges who strictly 
adhere to the law when delivering their final decisions 
political opponents siding with the opposition. This, in 
fact, is a 100-percent logic of a pirate! 


Mahathir’s action in making amendments to the Consti- 
tution has made the judicial sector an accessory to the 
government administration, and the judicial sector is 
forced to bow to the ruling clique’s desires. Numerous 
judges and attorneys were dissatisfied with the amend- 
ments. Param Cumaraswamy, president of the Bar 
Council, said the approved amendment to Article 121 of 
the Constitution will definitely abolish the rights of 
courts to execute their power and will destroy the doc- 
trine of power distribution. On the other hand, the power 
of all courts will be decided by federal laws which are 
identical to those made by the administrators because of 
its majority in Parliament. 


Lee Lam Thye, acting secretary general of DAP said 
these amendments should not have been hastily 
approved by Parliament. The amendments should have 
been referred to a special committee to recommend that 
the Parliament obtain opinions and comments from 
relevant sectors, especially from those involved. Lee 
Lam Thye pointed out that these amendments will 
obstruct courts throughout the nation from playing their 
role as the mediator in cases between the government 
and people and its effect will definitely destroy the 
principle of power distribution. 
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Some foreign observers noted that most recently in 
Malaysia, people of all strata are turning to the courts as 
their final source of seeking shelter against harsh actions 
by the iron-fisted government. Unavoidably, the courts 
throughout the country will definitely be forced to bow 
to the government's wishes rather than play its role in 
defending the people. 


Mahathir hzs forgotten his original standing. Through 
his actions, once again he manipulated the parliament to 
hastily approve the amendment bills. Due to this, the 
Barisan Nasional [BN] will be further isolated in the 
political arena. The BN took harsh political actions in 
suppressing the freedom and respect of the judicial 
board and this will have a long-term deteriorating effect. 


In coordination with the approval of the amendment bill 
to the Federal Constitution, the Kuala Lumpur Parlia- 
ment also approved the amendment bill to the Societies 
Act. In particular, this amendment bill will enable the 
new UMNO—Mahathir’s clique—to take possession of 
all assets belonging to the previous UMNO party which 
was declared illegal. The amendment declares that if any 
asset of an organization is placed under the care of a 
government official assignee, then all the assets of every 
branch of that illegal party are considered illegal, and 
those assets will also be placed under the care of the 
official assignee. This amendment also ensures that the 
official can make his application to the high court to 
transfer all assets and debts of the previous organization 
and its branches to the new organization. This can be 
done only if the constitution and system of the new 
organization are identical to the previous organization 
that was deregistered and the majority of members of the 
previous organization become members of the new orga- 
nization. 


An official assignee is any official who is appointed by a 
minister responsible for such an appointment. According 
to a regulation in the new amendment bill, the establish- 
ment of a branch without approval of the registrar is 
considered illegal and is not an organization by itself. In 
connection with this, everyone is aware that the previous 
Societies Act, established by the previous UMNO clique, 
was intended to obstruct opposition parties and public 
Organizations. Due to UMNO’s own violation of the law 
it made in the previous parliament, the organization was 
then declared an illegal organization. As a result, the 
Mahathir clique is currently facing various turmoil 
within the party itself as a result of its own ill-intentions. 
Everyone is aware,too, that the Societies Act was drawn 
up just for the purpose of acting against any opposition 
party or any Opposing component of the Barisan Nasio- 
nal. Would Mahathir call for an amendment to the 
Societies Act if the previous UMNO party had not been 
declared illegal? Mahathir called for the amendment to 
the Societies Act only after the court declared the previ- 
ous UMNO illegal just for the sake of monopolizing the 
assets of the previous party. What is his logical explana- 
tion for this? 
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As a leader of a political party which had violated the 
Societies Act, not only did he escape from facing legal 
action and being jailed, he did not even apologize and 
admit his mistakes to his party members. On the other 
hand, he abused his power by manipulating the Parlia- 
ment to change the laws. Then, how can people show 
respect for and value the laws and the Parliament? 


On 14 February, Mahathir told Barisan Nasional com- 
ponent leaders and the parliamentarians loyal to him 
that he will take the necessary action in the House of 
Representatives to resolve the problems facing UMNO 
after it was declared illegal. Mahathir also lashed out 
viciously saying man-made laws can be changed. It was 
definite then that Mahathir, a faceless dictator, will draw 
up laws to protect his personal situation, power, and his 
family’s overflowing wealth which they accumulated 
through his malpractices. But what is most unbecoming 
of Mahathir is his distrust for members of the judiciary 
panc!. He became suspicious of the judicial panel setting 
up a umicd front with opposition parties, rendering 
assistance to them to expose the numerous malpractices 
by the ruling clique. He then made changes to place the 
attorney general as the head of the judicial panel, and 
through this grab the rights of the judges to hear any case. 
This responsibility, in this case, should be vested only in 
the chief justice. 


This clearly indicates that Mahathir is continuously 
weakening morally and politically. When presenting the 
amendment to the Federal Constitution for the second 
reading, Mahathir distinctly stated his intention to 
strengthen his rule. He expressed his readiness to use 
Taiwan and South Korea as examples in achieving 
industrial and economic development through his iron- 
fisted administration. This shows that Mahathir consid- 
ers autocracy similar to what is called economic devel- 
opment. His clique said loudly that there is peace among 
the community and foreign investors are beginning to 
flow in a continuous stream after the massive crackdown 
and the banning of certain newspapers in October last 
year. 


Is it true that an iron-fisted rule is the most suitable 
solution to economic development? The administration 
of the country is totally in contradiction to the policy of 
democracy. In fact, Mahathir’s current steps are a total 
reverse to historical trends. Rising sentimental against 
cruelty carried out by iron-fisted rule and other harsh 
acts which deprive people of their human rights will 
definitely bring about feelings of dissatisfaction among 
the people who will definitely move against the auto- 
cratic regime. There is no formidable man-made wall 
which can possibly prevent the people en masse from 
seeking democracy and freedom. 


Thus, it is no “urprise when some foreign observers 
clearly pointed out that Mahathir, Prime Minister of 
Malaysia,is taking various actions to strengthen his 
power while the Taiwan and South Korean regimes are 
loosening their grip on the people. Faced with their 
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people’s continuous struggles against them, the two 
regimes are carrying out a more liberal policy that has 
begun allowing people to breathe some air of freedom! 


Singapore 
Controversy Over Francis Seow Case Continues 


Government Issues Statement 
BK2105153188 Singapore THE STRAITS TIMES 
in English 21 May 88 P 18 


(“Government Press statement released by the Home 
Affairs Ministry yesterday”—passages in Italics as pub- 
lished] 


[Text] In its earlier press statement of May 7, the 
Government disclosed how certain US diplomats had 
interfered in Singapore’s internal affairs. it also 
announced that Mr Francis Seow had been arrested to 
determine his role in this scheme of foreign interference. 


Seow has confirmed ti) at ie was involved. In a statutory 
declaration (The relevant paragraphs of Seow’s statement 
are attached in Annexe A. Francis Seow’s full statutory 
declaration will be released next week) he has disclosed 
his close links with E. Mason Hendrickson, who was the 
First Secretary (Political) at the US Embassy. Hendrick- 
son sought out Seow, cultivated him, and encouraged 
him to enter politics against the Government. Seow in 
turn courted Hendrickson and another US official to 
secure foreign support. 


(Annexe B gives a chronology of events) 


Hendrickson first made contact with Seow in July 1986, 
when he asked Seow, as president of the Law Society, to 
host a function for a group of visiting American judges 
from New York state. Seow obliged. and met Hendrick- 
son for the first time. 


At this time, Francis Seow “had no inherent interest to 
pursue a political life”. (Seow’s statement, para 119. He 
elaborates further: ‘‘I was content to live a quiet life away 
from the political limelight. I felt then that my own 
personal stituation and inclinations did not favour any 
political ambition. 


“I have responsibilities over three families...Moreover, I 
valued what little leisure I had, and certainly did not relish 
the prospect of expending it on walkabouts, grassroots 
meetings or other mundane political activities. I also have 
substantial debts...1 have no choice but to depend on close 
friends to help me out financially to overcome the difficult 
spots which crop up from time to time."—para 120) 


Even as president of the Law Society he was passive, 
letting others like Teo Soh Lung and Patrick Seong egg 
on the Law Society to oppose the Government. In May 
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1986, when the Law Society had issued a press statement 
criticising the Newspaper and Printing Presses (Amend- 
ment) Bill (NPPA), the initiative had been Teo Soh 
Lung’s. 


Francis Seow took a sudden interest in politics following 
the hearings of the Select Committee on the Legal 
Profession (Amendment) Bill (LPA) on Oct 9 and 10, 
1986. After Seow appeared as a witness at the televised 
hearings, lawyers and friends “complimented me on my 
performance and my ability to stand up to the Prime 
Minister”. 


(Seow’s statement, para 90) These compliments enticed 
him to contemplate entering Parliament. 


Before committing himself to the political fray, Seow 
made contact with some foreign diplomats and human 
rights Organisations to get their support and to weave a 
safety net for himself. (Para 91) He wanted to make sure 
of asylum somewhere if he needed it. 


Seow first approached the British. The then British High 
Commissioner, Sir Hamilton Whyte, invited Seow to his 
house for lunch. 


“I inquired about the possibility of the British govern- 
ment offering me asylum if the need should arise...Sir 
Ham said that he could not say... However, he promised 
to check for me.” (Para 31) 


“Three/four weeks later...Sir Ham said that he was afraid 
that it was a ‘no-go’ situation. I was quite disappointed.” 
(Para 32) 


Seow also told Sir Hamilton that he was interested in 
entering politics, but “Sir Ham did not encourage nor 
discourage me”’. (Para 34) 


On Oct 24, 1986, two weeks after the Select Committee 
hearings on the LPA, Hendrickson met Seow to tell him 
Mr Y (The same Mr Y mentioned in the press statement 
of May 7, 1988) from the US State Department was in 
town, and would like to meet lawyers. Seow hosted a 
cocktail function for Mr Y in Amara Hotel on Oct 29, 
1986. (This is the occasion described in para 15 of the 
previous press statement, where both Mr Y and Hendrick- 
son criticised the Singapore Government to dissident 


lawyers.) 


“At the reception, Mr Y gave me his name, address, and 
telephone number in the States when I asked for them. 
I...asked whether I could call on him if I ever got to 
Washington. He said that he would be delighted to see 
me again.” (Para 4.) 


In November or December 1986, less than two months 
after his meeting with Mr Y in Singapore, when Seow 
was in New York, He made a special visit to Washington 
to see Mr Y. 
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“I was then contemplating entering politics and it would 
be useful for me to build up my relationship with State 
Department officials if anything should happen to me in 
that eventuality. By then I had already raised the subject 
of seeking asylum in the UK with Sir Ham (Sir Hamilton 
Whyte), the British High Commis. \oner then, but got a 
negative answer. I thus wanted to look up Mr Y to renew 
Our acquaintance and to size up his disposition towards 
and usefulness to me.” (Para 7) 


Mr Y had already moved on to another job in the State 
Department, and no longer had responsibility for Sing- 
apore. He therefore brought along his former subordi- 
nate, Mr Z, to introduce to Seow. 


Mr Y criticised the LPA, which he considered “hor- 
rendous”, and also the NPPA. He asked in detail 
whether Seow intended to enter politics, and how he 
proposed to do so. When Seow said that he was consid 
ering contesting as an independent candidate, “he (Mr 
Y) was pleased and generally supportive of it. He liked 
my style of approach and sa~v me as a potential leading 
Opposition personality. | sensed that (Mr Y) was well- 
disposed towards me and my political intentions, and 
that he would help me to emigrate to US should I ever 
want to do so.” (Para 9) 


It was after this reassuring meeting in Washington, on 
Seow’s return from the US, that “the idea of taking part 
in politics at the coming election congealed in my mind”. 
(Para 123) 


We must infer that having been turned down by the 
British, Seow sought American support. As an experi- 
enced lawyer, Seow wanted to assure himself not just of 
support from Hendrickson, a relatively junior First Sec- 
retary at the US Embassy in Singapore, but also from Mr 
Y, Hendrickson’s superior in the State Department in 
Washington. By telephoning Mr Y at his State Depart- 
ment number, Seow confirmed that Mr Y was indeed a 
senior official from headquarters. Then he raised the 
matter with Mr Y, and not with H. adrickson. In Seow’s 
words: 


“I felt comforted that I had friendly faces in the State 
Department who were supportive of my plans and will- 
ing to help secure refuge for me when. needed.” (Para /0) 


After this, Seow acted with confidence, as he had 
received the reassurance which he had failed to get from 
the British High Commissioner. 


Seow subsequently told Devan Nair, whom he was 
consulting on his political plans, about the meeting. 


He said: “...1 could have given him (Devan Nair) the 
impression that I had the backing of the State Depart- 
ment.” 


aaa eto ee 
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“...1 gave Devan the address and telephone number of 
(My Y) and (Mr Z). I said that both of them were useful 
chaps to know when he (Devan) was back in the US 
because they might be able to get things done for him: if 
one required asylum, they might be able to help. 


“I disclosed these to Devan so that he would feel at ease 
to help me later on.” (Para 94) 


This shows that Seow fully appreciated the significance 
of the meeting with Mr Y and Mr Z in Washington. 


After his return to Singapore, Seow continued to meet 
Hendrickson. At a meeting in February 1987 at the Pine 
Tree Club, Hendrickson criticised the NPPA as being 
“harsh and unreasonable”. On another occasion in July 
1987, according to Seow, “Hank said that he was sur- 
prised and shocked at the (ISA) arrests because the 
Government had not produced enough evidence to jus- 
tify the action”. (Para 14) 


On Nov 13 1987, Seow and Hendrickson met at the 
Taipan Hotel for lunch. “Hank (Hendrickson) said that 
the PM and the Government were intolerant of criti- 
cism. This was not conducive to political development 
and democracy in Singapore and Singapore was an 
over-regulated society where rules and regulations gov- 
erned every facet of Singapore life.” (Para 15) 


F _ndrickson was attacking the government to which he 
was accredited, and prodding Seow to oppose his own 
government. Hendrickson knew that the Government 
had openly and publicly passed legislation in Parliament 
which disqualified Seow, a lawyer, from the Council of 
the Law Society. Seow was disqualifed because he had 
been disciplined for professional misconduct; in fact he 
had been disciplined three times. To enlist Seow as an 
opposition candidate was in iiself highly improper 
behaviour for a diplomat. But Hendrickson went further, 
to urge Seow in explicit and direct terms to get a group of 
young professionals to contest in the next general elec- 
tions, and become a more effective opposition: “He 
enquired whether I would be forming a new party or 
joining an existing Opposition party or contesting the 
as ani t. 


“I replied that I had decided to go independent. | 
planned to get as many lawyers and other professionals 
as possible to contest as a group of independent candi- 
dates. 


“Hank was glad to hear that I was going to contest 
together with a group of professionals. He said that I 
should play a more positive role to lead the opposition. 


““He remarked that after Ben Jeyaretnam’s disquaiitica- 
tion (On Nov 10 1986, J.B. Jeyaretnam was disqualified 
from being a Member of Parliament by operation of the 
law, when he was convicted fo giving false evidence under 
Section 199 of the Penal Code. He was sentenced to one 
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month's imprisonment and fined $5,000). there was no 
credible opposition and he thought that I could fulfil the 
role left vacant by Ben Jeyaretnam. 


“Hank also said that from the pick of available opposi- 
tion candidates, | was probably the best person to lead 
them because I was able to reason and argue with the PM 
at the Select Committee hearings, had the facility of 
language and the ability to think on my feet. 


“Hank emphasised the need to recruit more young 
professionals into the opposition. He said that this would 
pave the way for the establishment of a more effective 
oppolition in Parliament.” (Para 16 and 17) 


Hendrickson’s comments make clear that the turning 
point in his plans for Seow was J. B. Jeyaretnam’s 
disqualification from being a Member of Parliament on 
Nov 10, 1986. Once this had happened, Hendrickson 
started to search urgently for a replacement for Jeyaret- 
nam. He and Mr Y saw in Seow a potential leader of the 
opposition. By the time Seow met Mr Y in Washington, 
only a few weeks after Jeyaretnam’s disqualification, Mr 
Y was ready to encourage and reassure Seow. 


Only after the Hotel Taipan meeting, and Hendrickson’s 
direct suggestion that Seow should take on Jeyaretnam’s 
role and recruit more young professionals into the oppo- 
sition, did Seow begin to prepare seriously for elections: 


“In fact, it was only from the start of this year 1988 or 
the end of 1987, that I began to seriously set about 
making concrete plans. I worked out a list of profession- 
als to approach to join me to take part in the election. 
These were persons whom I assessed were likely to be 
interested in standing for elections.” (Para /]17) 


While Hendrickson was seeking out Seow, ~>ow was also 
cultivating Hendrickson. As Seow said: 


“I found Hank to be a pleasant person. | maintained 
cordial relationship with him, as he had been supportive 
of my political intentions, which I found most encour- 
aging. 


“Having a direct line to a diplomat in the US Embassy 
here would also be helpful in case things should turn sour 
after I enter politics, and I need assistance to settle in the 


US expeditiously. 


“In retrospect, | would say that Hank’s interest in me 
was extraordinary compared to that of other diplomats I 
had come into contact with in Singapore. But this did 
not occur to me earlier because I was keen to cultivate his 
friendship just as he was keen to seek me out.” (Para 23) 


Francis Seow’s statement fills out in greater detail 
Patrick Seong’s account of Hendrickson’s and Mr Y's 
activities. The Singapore Government has no objection 
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to Hendrickson gathering views and opinions of people 
opposed to the Government. This is the normal duty of 
diplomats. But Hendrickson had gone well beyond col- 
lecting information. 


He had sought to identify potential opposition politi- 
cians, cultivated them, and advised and instigated them 
to oppose the Government. Mr Y was also party to this 
scheme. Their reactions to Francis Seow’s approaches, 
and their own efforts to enlist him, stand in sharp 
contrast to the correct and proper reaction of Sir Hamil- 
ton Whyte, the then British High Commissioner, to 
Seow’s queries: Sir Hamilton did not encourage nor 
discourage Seow, and he made no promise of asylum. 


After Mr Y met Seow in Singapore, he introduced Seow 
to Mr Z in Washington. They left Seow with the clear 
impression that he could settle in the US if anything 
went wrong. They encouraged Seow to contest elections 
against the Government, telling him he was “a potential 
leading Opposition personality” and “probably the best 
person to lead” the opposition. They advised him how to 
establish a more effective opposition in Parliament, and 
gave him the impetus to set about seriously recruiting 
more young professionals into the opposition. This is a 
gross interference in Singapore’s domestic politics. 


What Seow has said so far clearly establishes the exist- 
ence and seriousness of his links with US officials. Seow 
is a former Solicitor-General and an experienced Public 
Prosecutor. In his statement, he has presented his case in 
the best possible light. He has admitted the minimum of 
anything incriminating to himself. He makes himself out 
to be a public-spirited citizen exercising his democratic 
rights. 


Nevertheless, the facts that he has admitted prove that 
he was courting if not colluding with foreign diplomats 
and officials to lead a group of opposition lawyers and 
professionals into Parliament. Seow was beholden to 
these Americans for their support and prospect of asy- 
lum. In particular, whether or not Seow was aware of it, 
Hendrickson had spoken to Patrick Seong, who had been 
reluctant to associate himself with Seow because of 
Seow’s reputation, to persuade him to contest elections 
against the Government as one of Seow’s team of inde- 
pendent professionals. 


The Singapore Government against the 
improper behaviour of Hendrickson and Mr Y towards 
Seow. The cultivation of Francis Seow was not a freel- 
ance effort by Hendrickson or Mr Y alone. The opera- 
tion has continued through several changes of State 
Department personnel. (Mr Y brought along Mr Z to the 
meeting in Washington to hand over Seow to him. Mr Z 
subsequently tried to look up Seow when he visited Sing- 
apore, but Seow was away. Mr X (mentioned in the 
previous press statement) only assumed his present 
appointment some time after the Washington meeting.) 
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In a written communication, the US Government has 
assured Singapore that there was no plan whatsoever to 
interfere in the internal affairs of our country. The 
Singapore Government does not allege that the cultiva- 
tion and instigation of Francis Seow and Patrick Seong 
represented official US Government policy. or that the 
improper behaviour of Hendrickson and the other was 
sanctioned by the US Government. 


In a meeting with the Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
May 18, 1988, the US Ambassadoi to Singapore stressed 
the difference between the behaviour of errant diplomats 
and the US Government position. The Singapore Gov- 
ernment accepts this explanation, and expects the US 
Government to ensure that its officials and diplomats 
adhere to this hands-off policy. 


The US Government has also denied that any US 
Government funds have been provided to opposition 
elements in Singapore. The Singapore Government does 
not allege that Scow had received funds from the US 
Government. The Government has not completed inves- 
tigating Seow’s financial affairs. The result of these 
investigation will be made known in due course. 


Anv Singaporean is entitled to enter politics either as an 
independent candidate, by joining an existing political 
party, or by forming his own political party. It is per- 
fectly legitimate for any citizen to oppose the Govern- 
ment, ar for aspiring opposition politicians to discuss, 
plan and join forces with other Singapore political par- 
ties or groups. There was nothing wrong with Francis 
Seow seeking to do so. 


However, no Singaporean needs to prepare for asylum 
before engaging in opposition politics, unless he intends 
to go beyond the law. No one should look to foreigners 
for support for his political plans. Any citizen who allows 
himself to be used by representatives of a foreign power, 
or who collaborates or colludes with them in their plans 
to interfere in Singapore’s internal affairs, is subverting 
the independence, integrity and sovereignty of the 
Republic, and must be dealt with. 


The Singapore Government was fully justified in 
requesting the withdrawal of Hendrickson. If in future it 
discovers other foreign diplomats similarly interfering in 
Singapore’s domestic politics, the Singapore Govern- 
ment will expel them. 


Statement Alleges U.S. Interference 
BK2005 131188 Singapore Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 20 May 88 


[20 May “Statement” by the Government of Singapore 
on U.S. interference in Singapore's “domestic politics™] 


[Text] Detainee Francis Seow has revealed his involve- 
ment with U.S. diplomats and State Department offi- 
cials who interfered in Singapore’s domestic politics. 
Seow, who was detained under the Internal Security Act 
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[ISA] on 6 May, has disclosed how E. Mason Hendrick- 
son, the first secretary, political, at the U.S. Embassy in 
Singapore, whose withdrawal was requested by the Sing- 
apore Government earlier this month, schooled him out, 
cultivated him, and encouraged him to enter politics 
against the government. This is disclosed in a govern- 
mnt statement giving excerpts of a statutory declaration 
from Seow to be released in full next week. 


The government statement issued by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs also discloses that the U.S. Government 
has given a written assurance that there was no plan 
whatsoever to interfere in Singapore's internal affairs. 
Singapore says it does not allege that the cultivation 
[words indistinct] of Francis Seow and Patrick Seong 
represented official U.S Government policy or that the 
improper behavior of E. Mason Hendrickson and others 
was sanctioned by the U.S. Government. 


In a meeting with the foreign minister, Mr Dhanabalan, 
on Wednesday, the U.S. ambassador to Singapore, Mr 
Daryl Arnold, stressed the difference between the behav- 
ior of errant diplomats and his (?government’s position). 


In a statement today, the government accepts this expla- 
nation and says it expects the U.S. Government to 
ensure that its officials and diplomats adhere to this 
hands-off policy. The Singapore Government does, how- 
ever, protest against the improper behavior of Hendrick- 
son and a senior U.S. State Department official, Mr Y, 
who was meeting with Francis Seow. It says the cultiva- 
tion of Seow bas not a free-lance effort by American 
Officials alone. The operation was continued through 
several changes of U.S. State Department personnel. 


The government statement says Seow [words indistinct} 
courted Hendrickson and Mr Y to secure foreign sup- 
port. Seow has revealed that Hendrickson first made 
contact with him in July 1986 when he asked Seow, as 
president of the Law Society, to host a function for 
visiting American judges. At this time, Seow said, he had 
no inherent interest to pursue a political life. But after 
the select committee hearing on the legal professionals 
amendment bill in October that year, Seow thought of 
entering politics after lawyers and friends complimented 
him on his performance and ability to stand up to the 
prime minister. 


The government statement says that before committing 
himself to the political fray, Mr Seow made contacts with 
some foreign diplomats and human rights organizations 
to get their support and leave a safety net for himself. He 
approached the then British high commissioner, Sir 
Hamilton Whyte, to ask if the British Government 
would offer him asylum should the need arise. Seow was 
subsequently told that it was a no-go situation. He also 
met Hendrickson again who introduced him to Mr Y on 
29 October 1986 in Singapore. Less than 2 months later, 
he made a special visit to Washington D.C., while in 
America, to see Mr Y. But Mr Y had by then already 
moved on to another job in the U.S. State Department 
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and no longer had responsibility for Singapore. He, 
therefore, brought along and introduced his senior sub- 
ordinate, Mr Z. with Mr Seow. At this meeting, Mr Y 
asked in detail whether Seow intended to enter politics 
and how he proposed to do so. Seow's statutory declara- 
tion said Mr Y liked his style and approach and saw him 
as a potential leading opposition personality. He also 
said that Mr Y was well-disposed towards him and his 
political intentions, and he was hoping to immigrate to 
the U.S. if he ever wanted to do so. 


The government statement reveals that Seow subse- 
quently told Devan Nair [former Singapore president), 
whom he was consulting on his political plans, about the 
meeting. Seow told Devan Nair about the backing of Mr 
Y and Mr Z so that Devan Nair must be ready to help 
him later on. Hendrickson maintained contacts with 
Seow in 1987. Hendrickson met Seow in next visits and 
directed him to get a group of young professionals to 
contest the next general elections and become a more 
effective opposition. Seow’s statutory declaration 
revealed that Hendrickson told him after J.B. Jeyaret- 
nam’s disqualification from Parliament on 10 Novem- 
ber, there was no credible opposition, and he thought 
Seow could fulfill the role left vacant by Jeyaretnam. 
Hendrickson also said that from the six available oppo- 
sition candidates, Seow was probably the best person to 
lead them because he was able to reason and argue with 
the prime minister at the select committee hearing, 
[words indistinct} committee of language, and the ability 
(?to spring to his feet). Hendrickson also emphasized the 
need to recruit more young professionals into the oppo- 
sition. He said this would pave the way for the establish- 
ment of a more effective opposition in Parliament. It was 
only after Hendrickson’s suggestion that Seow take on 
Jeyaretnam’s role and recruit more professionals into the 
opposition that Seow began to prepare seriously for 
elections. He worked out a list of professionals to join 
him to take part in elections. 


The government statement says Hendrickson’s com- 
ments made clear that the turning point for Francis Seow 
was Jeyaretnam’s disqualification from Parliament. 
Seow suspects, in retrospect, Hendrickson’s interest in 
him was extraordinary compared to other diplomats he 
had come into contact with in Singapore. This did not 
occur to him earlier on because he was (?willing) to 
cultivate Hendrickson’s friendship just as the diplomat 
was here to seek him out. 


The statement also says Seow’s statutory declaration 
showed out in greater details former detainee Patrick 
Seong’s accounts of Hendrickson’s and Mr Y’s activities. 
The Singapore Government itself has no objection to 
Hendrickson’s gathering views and opinions of people 
opposed to the government. This is a normal duty of 
diplomats. But Hendrickson has gone well beyond col- 
lecting information. He has sought to identify potential 
Opposition politicians, cultivated them, and advised and 
instigated them to oppose the government. Mr Y was 
also party to this scheme. 


FBIS-EAS-88-099 
23 May 1988 


The government statement says their reactions to Seow’s 
approaches and their own efforts to enlist him stand in 
sharp contrast to the correct and proper reaction of Sir 
Hamilton Whyte, then British high commissioner. Mr 
Seow said clearly that Sir Hamilton had not encouraged 
or discouraged Seow and he had made no comments at 
that time. 


The statement adds that Mr Y and Mr Z advised Seow 
on how to establish an effective opposition in Parlia- 
ment, engaged in the (?activities) to set about seriously 
recruiting more young professionals into that opposi- 
tion. This, the government says, is gross interference in 
Singapore's domestic politics. It stresses that what Seow 
has said so far clearly established the existence and 
seriousness of his links with U.S. officials. 


The government says that any Singaporean is entitled to 
enter politics either as an independent candidate, by 
joining any existing political party, or by forming his 
own political party. It adds it is perfectly legitimate for 
any citizen to Oppose the government and for aspiring 
Opposition politicians to discuss, plan, and join forces 
with other Singaporean political parties or groups. There 
was nothing wrong with Francis Seow’s intention to do 
so. But the government statement says no Singaporean 
needs to seek asylum before entering in opposition 
politics unless he intends to go beyond the law. No one 
should ask the foreigners to support his political plan. 


The statement says any citizen who allows himself to be 
used by representatives of a foreign power or he collab- 
orates [words indistinct] to interfere in Singapore's inter- 
nal affairs is subverting the independence, integrity, and 
sovereignty of the republic and must be dealt with. It 
concludes, therefore, Singapore Government was fully 
justified in requesting the withdrawal of Hendrickson. If 
in future it discovers other foreign diplomats similarly 
interfering in Singapore’s domestic politics, the Singa- 
pore Government will expel them. 


On Seong’s financial affairs, the government statement 
reveals that the U.S. Government has also denied that 
any U.S. Government funds had been provided to oppo- 
sition elements in Singapore. The Singapore Govern- 
ment says it does not allege that Seow received funds 
from the U.S. Government. It says it has not completed 
investigating Seow’s financial affairs, and the results of 
these investigations will be made known in due course. 


Statutory Declaration Detailed 
BK2105 145488 Singapore Domestic Service 
in English 1400 GMT 21 May 88 


[Text] Portions of detainee Francis Seow’s statutory 
declaration released today show how, as president of the 
Law Society, he allowed himself to be used by Teo Soh 
Lung and others. They also reveal how a quick succes- 
sion of speaking invitations overseas were planned to 
build up his reputation and credibility as an opposition 
figure of stature. 
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In releasing these portions of Seow’s statutory declara- 
tion today, the government says that although the infor- 
mation On his activities and contacts are not directly 
related to the E. Mason Hendrickson case, they are 
relevant to a full understanding of the affair. 


Francis Seow became president of the Law Society in 
January 1986. It was other lawyers who suggested he 
should stand for election, including Teo Soh Lung and 
Patrick Seong who canvassed support for him. Seow 
himself was passive. He did not even submit his nomi- 
nation papers and at the last moment others had to bring 
them to Seow’s office, get him to sign them, and rush 
them over by car to the Law Society. 


In early 1986, Teo Soh Lung approached Seow to form a 
civil legislation special assignment subcommittee. Seow 
agreed and Teo became the chairperson with Patrick 
Seong, Tang “ong Har, and two others as members. 
When the government announced the Newspaper and 
Printing Presses Amendment Bill, Teo saw Seow and 
asked that his subcommittee be assigned to study the 
amendment. Seow agreed. The subcommittee conducted 
a survey of 10 or 12 foreign publications to find out 
whether their revenue would be affected if their circula- 
tion was curtailed. Four responded—THE FAR EAST- 
ERN ECONOMIC REVIEW, ASIAWEEK, THE 
ASIAN WALL STREET JOURNAL, and THE INTER- 
NATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE—saying their reve- 
nues would not be affected. The subcommittee report 
was discussed by the Law Society Council and forwarded 
to the attorney general who gave no response. One or two 
months later, Teo presented Seow with a draft press 
statement criticizing the amendment and suggested it be 
used in the name of the Law Society. Seow signed the 
statement which was published in THE STRAITS 
TIMES in May 1986. Throughout this period Seow was 
an active president doing many things at the prompting 
of Teo Soh Lung. And Tang Fong Har, an ex-detainee 
now at large in Britain, has admitted that Paul Lim, Tan 
Wah Piow’s emissary, had asked her to involve the Law 
Society in policy issues outside the profession in the 
hope it would become a pressure group. 


When Francis Seow decided to enter politics, he also 
built upon his contacts with diplomats and human rights 
groups to weave a safety net for himself. Starting in 
1987, Seow spoke at a quick succession of human rights 
conferences overseas: the Law Asia Conference in Kuala 
Lumpur in the middle of the year where he talked about 
the role of bar associations and law societies in protect- 
ing human rights, a paper partly researched by Teo Soh 
Lung. At this conference, an official from the Asian 
Human Rights Commission, whom Seow says he cannot 
recall, invited him to take part in a workshop, also in 
Kuala Lumpur, in October. There Seow, together with 
(Siva Ananand) spoke on the Internal Security Act and 
preventive detention. In December the same year, Seow 
was invited to present a paper to the International 
Commission of Jurists in Bangkok on the erosion of the 
independence of the judiciary and the law profession. 
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Seow says he does not know who nominated him. At the 
Philippines International Conference in Manila in Feb- 
ruary this year, he was asked to speak on the constitution 
of Singapore and human rights. In his statutory declara- 
tion Seow is not sure who nominated him. He states that 
these international conferences allow him to meet many 
luminaries of the judiciary and legal profession. He says 
they avail him a forum to focus attention on some 
human rights problems in Singapore, such as the ISA 
arrests, so that concerned international organizations 
would bring pressure to bear upon the Singapore Gov- 
ernment to release the detainees or put them on trial. 
The conferences would give Seow an international pro- 
file as a human rights advocate. He also states these 
invitations were also timely in view of his intention to 
contest in the next general election. The recent ISA arrest 
may be one of the issues. This international profile could 
provide him a measure of immunity and preservation in 
the event of the government’s action against him when 
he enters politics. 


Seow also came into contact with other human rights 
groups. Both Amnesty International and Asia Watch 
asked him about the detainees last year. As their counsel, 
Seow had interviewed Lim Li Kok, Wong Souk Yee, and 
William Yap, who told him they were not assaulted. But 
even after being told this, both Amnesty International 
and Asia Watch have since gone on to accuse the 
government of torturing the detainees. And after the 
rearrests of the ex detainees and Patrick Seong on 19 
April, Francis Seow issued two press statements that 
week. His purpose was to politicize the issue so pressure 
could be brought so bear on the government to release 
the detainees or put them on trial. In the process, Seow 
states he hoped to build up his reputation as an ombuds- 
man and help boost his political standing. 


Extracts of Declaration Published 
BK2105 160088 Singapore THE STRAITS TIMES 
in English 21 May 88 p 19 


(“Extracts From Francis Seow’s Statutory Declaration of 
May 16”—STRAITS TIMES headline} 


[Text] Hank Hendrickson and Mr Y [subhead] 


1. | met Hank for the first time probably in July 1986 at 
a cocktail function hosted by the Council of the Law 
Society for a group of visiting American judges. Hank 
telephoned me earlier and asked, at rather short notice, 
whether the Law Society could host a function for a 
group of visiting judges from New York State... 


2. Sometime in October 1986, Hank telephoned me to 
make an appointment to see me. When we met later on 
Oct 24, 1986, he told me that one Mr Y from the State 
Department was in town and would like to meet the 
lawyers. This was soon after the Select Committee hear- 
ings on the Legal Profession (Amendment) Bill [LPA]. I 
agreed to arrange it and at the Council meeting that day 
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I mooted the idea of having an informal cocktail func- 
tion for lawyers to meet Mr Y. The cocktail was eventu- 
ally held at Amara Hotel on 29 Oct 86. 


3. During the cocktail, Hank introduced me to Mr Y and 
another US Embassy official. (I think he was 
XXXXXXXXXX). Hank said that Mr Y had a very tight 
schedule. In fact, Mr Y did not spend much time at the 
reception because he had to leave for the airport. At the 
reception Mr Y gave me his name, address, and tele- 
phone number in the States when I asked for them. I told 
him that I might be going to the States later that year and 
asked whether I could call on him if I ever got to 
Washington. He said that he would be delighted to see 
me again. 


4. Soon after Hank invited me for lunch at Westin Plaza. 
I went there with my pupil Winnifred. Hank thanked me 
for hosting the cocktail party for Mr Y and also sought 
legal advice regarding adoption in Singapore of a child 
born from his union with a Filipino lady. He asked me 
what my plans were now that I was no longer the 
president of the Law Society. I told him that I intended 
to apply to the High Court for approval to seek election 
to the Law Society the following year. 


5. In Nov/Dec 1986, I went to New York to jon Mei 
(Mei Siah, a Malaysian businesswoman, 39, who used to 
work in Singapore and a close friend of Francis Seow) 
who was attending a course on “‘Fund Management” 
with Socfin US. In between breaks, I accompanied her to 
several New York financial institions. 


6. In between the course, Mei and I went to Washington 
for a weekend as well as to see Mr Y. I was then 
contemplating entering politics and it would be useful 
for me to build up my relationship with State Depart- 
ment officials if anything should happen to me in that 
eventuality. By then I had already raised the subject of 
seeking asylum in the UK with Sir Ham, the British High 
Commissioner then, but got a negative answer. I thus 
wanted to look up Mr Y to renew our acquaintance and 
to size up his disposition towards and usefulness to me. 


7. | telephoned Mr Y and he turned up at the hotel 
together with one Mr Z. Mr Y introduced Mr Z as the 
person who had taken over from him his portfolio as the 
in-charge of the xxxxxxxx. Mr Y, who was pressed for 
time, brought us to a fast-food restaurant. 


8. During the meeting Mr Y expressed certain critical 
Opinions on Singapore. He thought that it was “hor- 
rendous” that a law could be passed just to oust me as 
president from the Law Society. He also brought up the 
Newspaper and Printing Presses (Amendment) Bill. We 
then discussed politics. Mr Y asked me whether I was in 
fact entering politics and I said that I was considering it. 
He wanted to know, in that event, whether I was going in 
alone or through a party. I said probably as an indepen- 
dent because I did not think much of the opposition 
parties. My thinking was to get as many professionals as 
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possible to come in with me. He was pleased and 
generally supportive of it. He liked my style of approach 
and saw me as a potential leading opposition personality. 
I sensed that Mr Y was well-disposed towards me and my 
political intentions, and that he would help me to emi- 
grate to US should I ever want to do so. 


9. I felt comforted that I had friendly faces in the State 
Department who were supportive of my plans and will- 
ing to help secure refuge for me when needed. 


10. Mr Z struck me as a rather young and inexperienced 
officer. He was obviously new at his job. Throughout my 
meeting with him and Mr Y, Mr Z listened quietly 
probably in deference to Mr Y who was his superior. He 
did, however, indicate that he would be visiting Singa- 
pore and I invited him to call on me. 


11. As it turned out, Mr Z did visit Singapore subse- 
quently sometime in May 1987. However, I was away at 
the time and we did not get to meet. When I returned 
from my trip, I found notes of calls from Hank Hen- 
drickson and Mr Z during my absence. I also found a 
note from Subhas Anandan with a message that Mr Z 
sent his regards or something to that effect. I subse- 
quently learnt from Subhas that Mr Z met some lawyers. 
But I did not bother to find out more. 


12. After my US trip, I next met Hank in February 1987 
for lunch at Pine Tree Club at his invitation. There were 
only two of us at the lunch. Hank asked me for my views 
regarding Ben Jeyaretnam’s disqualification as a Mem- 
ber of Parliament and of his several court cases. I replied 
that part of Ben’s problem was brought on by himself 
and part of the problem was the result of relentless 
government pressure on him. Hank agreed (with my 
remarks). Hank enquired about the LPA amendments. I 
told him that the amendments were harsh and that they 
were aimed at removing me as the president of the Law 
Society. Hank spoke on the new law restricting the 
circulation of foreign periodicals in Singapore. He said 
that the amendments were unprecedented and unreason- 
able. 13. In July 1987, Hank and I met again. We spoke 
on the ISA [Internal Security Act] arrests. I said that I 
represented a number of the detainees and was disap- 
pointed that none of them wanted to apply for habeas 
corpus or make representations to the Advisory Board. 
Hank said that he was surprised and shoked at the arrests 
because the Government had not produced enough evi- 
dence to justify the action. He said that he did not accept 
the reasons given by the Government that the detainees 
were members of a Marxist conspiracy. He also told me 
that Asia Watch, a human rights organisation in the US, 
was taking up the matter. 


15. We met again on 13 Nov 87 at Taipan Hotel for 
lunch. This time I initiated this meeting. I did not have 
anything specific in mind to discuss with him, but just 
wanted to keep in touch with him for I had not seen him 
for a while. Hank said that the PM and the Government 
were intolerant of criticism. This was not conducive to 
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political development and democracy in Singapore and 
Singapore was an over-regulated society where rules and 
regulations governed every facet of Singapore life. Hank 
sought my views on why the opposition in Singapore was 
weak. | said that there were conflicts within the opposi- 
tion parties as well as clashes of personalities. He con- 
curred. 


16. Hank next asked whether I was going to contest in the 
next general election. I told him that I was considering it. 
He asked how I rated my chances. I replied that I thought 
my chances were reasonably good given the ground 
reaction of discontent. | also felt that a greater number of 
Opposition candidates would be returned at the next 
election. Hank said that his assessment, from his discus- 
sion with others, coincided with mine. He enquired 
whether I would be forming a new party or joining an 
existing Opposition party or contesting the election as an 
independ: nt. I replied that I had decided to go indepen- 
dent. I planned to get as many lawyers and other profes- 
sionals as possible to contest as a group of independent 
candidates. 


17. Hank was glad to hear that I was going to contest 
together with a group of professionals. He said that | 
should play a more positive role to lead the opposition. 
He remarked that after Ben Jeyaretnam’s disqualifica- 
tion, there was no credible opposition and he thought 
that I could fulfill the role left vacant by Ben. Hank also 
said that from the pick of available opposition candi- 
dates, I was probably the best person to lead them 
because I was able to reason and argue with the PM at 
the Select Committee hearings, had the facility of lan- 
guage and the ability to think on my feet. Hank empha- 
sised the need to recruit more young prefessionals into 
the opposition. He said that this would pave the way for 
the establishment of a more effective opposition in 
Parliament. I was of course pleased with wat Hank said 
and in my mind, I set about to identify persons to 
approach to join me in contesting the next elections... 


20. The last time I met Hank was on April 27, 1988. He 
invited me to meet him for breakfast at the Pavilion 
Intercontinental Hotel. His wife and his new assistant 
were present. The latter was introduced to me as Liza 
who is a lawyer by training. Hank said that he had been 
away on leave and wanted to update himself on the latest 
development concerning the re-arrests. I told Hank that 
I had applied for habeas corpus for Teo Soh Lung and 
Patrick Seong, and that their chances of release were fair. 


21. Hank asked why the Government had re-arrested 
them. I said the official reasons given were they had 
retracted their admission of involvement in the Marxist 
conspiracy and had made allegations of ill-treatment and 
torture during detention. The Govcrnment’s statement 
of a Marxist conspiracy was flimsy and difficult to 
support. I thought that the Government had over-re- 
acted. The Government should have asked those detain- 
ees to take their complaints to court which I felt the 
detainees would not do because it would be very difficult 
for them to prove the allegations in court... 
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23. | found Hank to be a pleasant person. I maintained 
cordial relationship with him as he had been supportive 
of my political intentions, which I found most encour- 
aging. Having a direct line to a diplomat in the US 
Embassy here would also be helpful in case things should 
turn sour after I enter politics, and I need assistanct to 
settle in the US expeditiously. In retrospect, | would say 
that Hank's interest in me was extraordinary compared 
to that of other diplomats I had come into contact with 
in Singapore. But this did not occur to me earlier because 
I was keen to cultivate his friendship just as he was keen 
to seek me out... 


Sir Hamilton Whyte [subhead] 


31. I also called Sir Ham at the High Commission. Sir 
Ham then invited me to his house for lunch. Mei came 
along. I told him that I was drawing a lot of flak and 
wanted to have a private conversation with him. I 
inquired about the possibility of the British government 
offering me asylum if the need should arise. Although | 
did not seriously expect to emigrate, it was really a case 
of an abundance of caution. I thought there was no harm 
exploring the possibility. Anyway Sir Ham said that he 
could not say because the government is Conservative 
and not Labour. He said that the Conservative govern- 
ment is more strict. However he promised to check for 
me. I mentioned to him about Wah Piow having been 
given asylum. But Sir Ham said he did not know about 
the case of Wah Piow and would check on it. 


32. Three/four weeks later Sir Ham invited me to his 
house again. Mei was also present. Sir Ham said that he 
was afraid that it was a “no-go” situation. I was quite 
disappointed. I asked him about Wah Piow’s case but Sir 
Ham was not able to obtain any information on it. 


33. At the annual dinner that year, the Law Society 
invited Sir Ham, the U.S. Ambassador, the Australian 
and Canadian High Commissioners to the dinner. Sir 
Ham sat on the main table. 


34. I did indicate to Sir Ham that I was interested to 
enter politics. It was after the Select Committee when I 
discussed it with Sir Ham. Sir Ham knew a lot about the 
political developments in Singapore. Sir Ham told me 
that it would be an uphill task, that the odds were 
weighed against me. But I told him that I would never- 
theless give it a try. Sir Ham did not encourage nor 
discourage me... 


Intention To Participate in the General Election [sub- 
head] 


90. I became interested in going into politics after the 
Select Committee hearings on the Legal Profession 
(Amendment) Bill in which I was summoned to and 
appeared as a reluctant witness. After the hearings, I 
remember that most of the Law Society Council mem- 
bers complimented me on my performance and my 
ability to stand up to the Prime Minister. As the days 
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turned into weeks and into months, | met friends and 
acquaintances, members of various clubs which I visited 
and people from all walks of life who, upon recognising 
me, complimented me. 


91. The possibility of my going into Parliament intrigued 
me. I began to take an interest in the parliamentary 
proceedings as reported in THE STRAITS TIMES. I 
looked up people like Devan Nair whose opinion and 
views I felt I could benefit from. I also built upon my 
contacts with diplomats and human rights organisations 
in order to weave a safety net for myself, and cultivated 
the friendship of foreign journalists who could help 
purvey my views. I later found myself sought by some 
Opposition politicans who wanted me to join their par- 
ties. But for several reasons, I was chary of plunging into 
these parties and their politics... 


93. Sometime about mid-!987, I called on Devan at his 
house... 


94. I told Devan that during my trip to US, I had gone 
with Mei Siah to Washington for a weekend. We met Mr 
Y who was from the State Department, and Mr Y 
introduced one Mr Z to me. Their responses to my 
intention to enter politics were very encouraging. | 
sensed that they would help me to secure refuge in the 
US if and when I needed it. I cannot recall what else I 
told Devan but I could have given him the impression 
that I had the backing of the State Department. Amongst 
other things, I gave Devan the address and telephone 
number of Mr Y and Mr Z. I said that both of them were 
useful chaps to know when he (Devan) was back in the 
U.S. because they might be able to get things done for 
him; if one required asylum, they might be able to help. 
I disclosed these to Devan so that he would feel at ease to 
help me later on... 


117. I did not have clear ideas or definite plans during 
the early period when the thought of entering politics 
came to my mind. I tossed with the idea of contesting all 
the constituencies but as time went on, I found this idea 
to be unrealistic. I next considered having 10/20 profes- 
sionals contesting as a group of independents on the 
same platform. In fact, it was only from the start of this 
year or the end of 1987 that I began to seriously set about 
making concrete plans. I worked out a list of profession- 
als to approach to join me to take part in the election. 
These were persons whom I assessed were likely to be 
interested in standing for elections... 


119. As I mentioned earlier my interest in entering the 
political arena began only sometime after the Select 
Committee hearings. I had no inherent interest to pursue 
a political life before that. | was content to live a quiet 
life away from the political limelight. I felt then that my 
own personal situation and inclinations did not favour 
any political ambition. 
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120. I have responsibilities over three families, including 
Ashleigh who has yet to complete his law studies, and my 
preoccupation was to make my law practice a success. 
Moreover, | valued what little leisure I had and certainly 
did not relish the prospect of expending it on walk- 
abouts, grassroots meetings or other mundane political 
activities. | also have substantial debts, inherited as it 
were from past misfortunes and which grew with com- 
pound interest. I have every intention to discharge these 
debts eventually. But over time, I discovered that my 
private practice was not as lucrative as I had hoped it to 
be. So I began to get involved in business deals which I 
hoped would yield some lucky breaks to discharge these 
debts., Until then, however, I have to weather the good 
and bad spells of my practice as best I can and I have no 
choice but to depend on close friends to help me out 
financially to overcome the difficult spots which crop up 
from time to time. 


121. My drifting into politics was very much like my 
drifting into the Law Society presidency. In the later case 
it started as a rather casual and by-the-way thing with a 
couple of lawyers nominating me for election. I was 
willing to go along with them although I was not overly 
keen. 


122. In the case of politics, it was the same. After the 
Select Committee hearings, I was encouraged by some 
friends to consider going into politics. My interest was 
aroused and the idea of going into politics intrigued me. 
I sought the views and opinions of political veterans like 
Devan Nair. I began to build upon my contacts with 
diplomats, including some officials of the US State 
Department. I wanted to have a line to such diplomats so 
as to be prepared for any eventuality including asylum 
should that ever become necessary. I told them of my 
political intentions. the State Department officials I met 
and Hank of the US Embassy here were most encourag- 
ing and supportive of my political plans. I felt reassured 
that assistance to secure refuge in the US would be 
forthcoming if and when needed. Although the likeli- 
hood of emigration was then remote, I was comforted 
that this nagging problem at the back of my mind had 
been settled. 


123. The idea of taking part in politics at the coming 
election congealed in my mind on my return from the 
US.... 


Final Declaration Released 
BK2205 125988 Singapore Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] The final portions of Francis Seow’s full statutory 
declaration released today show his links with Devan 
Nair, and describes how Seow went about recruiting 
candidates to stand against the government after E. 
Mason Hendrickson had urged him to do so. 
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In 1986 when Seow had contemplated entering politics, 
he looked up Devan Nair to draw on his experience as a 
veteran Campaigner and politician. He imagined Devan 
Nair to be disgruntled and disenchanted and, given the 
circumstances then prevailing, to be forthcoming with 
his views and advice. 


In mid-1987 Seow told Devan Nair he was likely to stand 
as an independent in the next general elections. He also 
talked about his Washington meeting with Mr Joseph 
Snyder and Mr Colin Helmer of the U.S. State Depart- 
ment’s East Asia and Pacific Bureau so that Devan Nair 
would feel at ease to help him later on. 


In early April this year, Seow asked Devan Nair for his 
Opinion On joining the proposed Workers Party Alliance. 
Seow was told that the Workers Party had been largely 
discredited and he would be tarred with the same brush. 
Devan Nair advised Scow to stand as an independent 
because he had better chances of being elected on his 
own credentials instead of being weighed down by others 
if he joined an existing party. 


And after the rearrest of the ISA detainees on 19 April, 
Seow again met Devan Nair. Seow told him that he 
intended to write a letter to the press to express his 
thoughts on the issue. Devan Nair suggested he write an 
extended piece and Devan Nair undertook to produce a 
draft. A week or so later, he showed Seow the draft. Seow 
made minor amendments. He states that he would have 
preferred to make more changes but he really did not 
have the time to bother to work on it. 


So the article “‘Singapore’s Closing Society” was attrib- 
uted to Francis Seow and published in the ASIAN 
WALL STREET JOURNAL on 10 May. His statutory 
declaration states that from the outset Devan Nair and 
he agreed that the article would carry only Seow’s name. 
Although it was a collaborative effort, Devan Nair did 
the bulk of the work. Seow said it was, of course, obvious 
to him that it was more convenient for Devan Nair to 
write through him and he was willing to go along because 
notwithstanding his language and style, which was essen- 
tially and obviously Devan Nair’s, Seow shared the 
points and views in the article. 


Seow’'s ideas on how to contest the elections formed 
gradually. His initial idea of contesting all the constitu- 
encies was found to be unrealistic. He next considered 
having ten to twenty professionals contesting as a group 
of independents on the same platform. But he did 
nothing about it until after E. Mason Hendrickson spoke 
to him about it in November last year. Then he worked 
out a list of professionals to approach to join him— 
persons whom he assessed were likely to be interested in 
standing for elections. He says his contacts were |. tou 
to lawyers and he asked lawyers (Siva Ananar i) ane 
Patrick Seong to recommend people from other prof 
sions to join his group. 
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Seow says that (? at that stage) he could count only on 
(Mak Kok Weng) and (Mahathevan) to contest the 
elections as independents. Teo Soh Lung and Patrick 
Seong told him they had to think about it. He had also 
spoken to Daud Hashim, K. Chandra Mohan, Chong 
Yuen Tee and Y.M. Jumabhoy but they told him they 
were not interested. Seow had had to scale down his 
earlier ideas as the elections approached. His statutory 
declaration said he had been encouraged by the initial 
interest of these professionals in urging him to enter 
politics and he had believed that they too would come 
out and stand for elections. But he found them falling out 
and getting cold feet for one reason or another. 


Seow said he is sorely disappointed with them. As he 
looked at the deserted ranks, he said it is imperative that 
he seriously takes stock of the situation and review his 
Original assumptions and intentions. 


Devan Nair Criticizes Lee Kuan Yew Over Case 
BK2205 145988 Hong Kong AFP in English 0959 GMT 
22 May 88 


[Text] Singapore, May 22 (AFP)—The prime minister's 
press secretary and a former Singapore president 
exchanged barbs this weekend over the government’s 
case against a prominent lawyer alleged to have con- 
spired with foreign elements. 


Press Secretary James Fu accused former President 
Devan Nair of dishonesty in his defense of lawyer 
Francis Seow, while Mr Nair charged Prime Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew with “torturing facts to yield his own 
bizarre interpretations of reality.” 


Mr Seow, a former solicitor-general turned government 
critic, has been detained without trial since May 6 for 
investigations into alleged foreign interference in Singa- 
pore’s politics. 


A U.S. Embassy diplomat was withdrawn at Singapore’s 
request for allegedly encouraging Mr Seow and others to 
contest the next general elections against the ruling 
People’s Action Party (PAP). U.S. officials denied the 
allegation. 


The government Friday released extracts from a sworn 
declaration by Mr Seow in which he detailed contacts 
with U.S. officials intended, he said, “to weave a safety 
net for myself’ as he contemplated entering politics. 


In a press statement saturday, Mr Nair said that he and 
Mr Lee had, before Singapore’s independence, also cul- 
tivated foreign diplomats and organizations— charge 
now leveled against Mr Seow. 


Mr Fu told the local press that Mr Nair was dishonest if 
he said Mr Seow had done no wrong. No foreign diplo- 
mat had ever egged Mr Lee on to form an effective 
opposition before he took power, Mr Fu was quoted as 
saying. 
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In a fresh statement Sunday, Mr Nair said: ““Mr Seow'’s 
soundings about possibilities of asylum in the U.S. and 
Britain are a damning indictment of the climate of fear 
and insecurity Mr Lee has managed to instill in Singa- 
poreans who seek political change.” 


The government Friday said: “No Singaporean needs to 
prepare for asylum before engaging in opposition poli- 
tics, unless he intends to go beyond the law.” 


On Saturday, the government said in a statement Mr 
Seow’s sworn declaration showed the lawyer had allowed 
himself to be used as a “willing mouthpiece” of Mr Nair 
who had advised him on running against the PAP. 


Mr Nair resigned the presidency in 1985 after being 
publicly accused of alcoholism, which he subsequently 
denied. He and Mr Lee were founder members of the 
PAP, which has dominated local politics since before 
independence in 1965. 


Lee Kuan Yew Threatens To Sue 
BK2305 125888 Hong Kong AFP in English 1240 GMT 
23 May 88 


{Text} Singapore, May 23 (AFP)}—Prime Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew Monday demanded a retraction and damages 
from former: President Devan Nair for remarks 
described as “highly defamatory.” 


A letter from Mr Lee’s lawyers took issue with Mr Nair’s 
statements to the press at the weekend that he, Mr Lee 
and other political leaders had cultivated foreign diplo- 
mats and organizations prior to Singapore’s indepen- 
dence. 


(Mr Nair, reached by telephone in Kuala Lumpur, said 
he had not yet received the letter but, in his layman’s 
opinion, “I did not defame anyone.” 


(“If I have defamed Lee Kuan Yew, then I have also 
defamed myself,” he said.) 


Mr Lee’s lawyers gave Mr. Nair until 4 P.M. Wednesday 
to indicate whether he would publish a retraction and an 
apology and propose damages and costs. 


Mr Nair’s remarks “‘Suggest...our client was beholden to 
these foreign powers for their support and had allowed 
himself to be used by these foreign powers,” lawyers L ee 
and Lee said. 


“These allegations are wholly untrue and accordingly are 
highly defamatory of our client and extremely damaging 
to his integrity and reputation,” they added. 


In statements to the press, Mr Nair was defending the 
actions of Francis Seow, a former Solicitor General 
turned government critic who has been detained without 
trial since May 6 and accused of collusion with foreigners 
seeking to influence Singapore politics. 
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The prime minister's press secretary, James Fu, said Mr 
Nair “has made a very serious and damaging allegation 
that what Mr Francis Seow did was not as bad as what 
Mr Lee did when he was in the opposition in Malaysia in 
1963-65, colluding and cooperating with representatives 
of foreign powers against his own government.” 


Mr Fu’s press release said Mr Lee’s discussions with the 
British, Australian and New Zealand governments at the 
time “did not make Mr Lee beholden” to the govern- 
ments. 


“He did not seek their support to increase opposition to 
the Government of Malaysia, nor did he seek assurance 
of asylum if things went wrong, nor in any way under- 
mine the integrity of Malaysia and its federal govern- 
ment,”’ Mr Fu said. 


Mr Seow has been accused of seeking assurances of 
asylum from Britain and the United States “if the need 
should arise”’. 


U.S. officials are alleged to have encouraged Mr Seow 
and other disaffected local lawyers to contest the next 
general elections 2 gainst Mr Lee’s People’s Action Party 
(PAP), which has controlled parliament since Singa- 
pore’s independence in 1965 after leaving the Malaysian 
Federation. 


Mr Nair was a founder member of the PAP and a Lee 
ally until he resigned the presidency after being publicly 
accused of alcoholism. He subsequently denied that 
diagnosis. 


At a news conference earlier Monday, First Deputy 
Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong was asked if Mr Nair 
faced possible detention under Singapore’s Internal 
Security Act (ISA). 


Mr Nair, he said, had so far done nothing wrong to 
warrant his detention under ISA. 


(In the telephone interview, Mr Nair said some of his 
friends had suggested Singapore was ‘“‘at the moment an 
unhealthy place for me to go to,” but he stressed: “I do 
not intend to be an exile.”) 


He was called away from Singapore at the weekend for 
family reasons as he prepared for a trip to the United 
States. 


Cambodia 


Phnom Penh Ceremony Marks 20 May Hate Day 
BK2005075088 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 20 May 88 


[Text] At 0730 this morning, delegations of the party, 
state, and mass organizations paid homage to the souls of 
cadres and male and female combatants who sacrificed 
their lives for the cause of the revolution and the 
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liberation of the nation and people at the monuments 
commemorating fallen Cambodian combatants and 
Vietnamese internationalist combatants. Afterward, the 
delegations attended a meeting held at the Tuol Sleng 
Museum of Genocide organized by the KUFNCD 
National Council to express hatred for the genocidal Pol 
Pot clique which committed inhuman acts against the 
Cambodian people for 3 years, 8 months, and 20 days. 


Attending the meeting were the comrade members of the 
party Central Committee Political Bureau and of the 
party Central Committee; the comrade ministers and 
deputy ministers; cadres from various state institutions; 
representatives of monks, intellectuals, ethnic groups, 
mass organizations, and the armed forces; and a large 
number of Phnom Penh people; as well as the ambassa- 
dors, charges d’affaires, and embassy staffs of various 
friendly countries to Cambodia. 


(Phnom Penh SPK in French at 0402 GMT on 20 May 
88 in a similar report says: “Attending the meeting were 
Heng Samrin, general secretary of the People’s Revolu- 
tionary Party of Kampuchea Central Committee and 
chairman of the PRK State Council; Chea Sim, Political 
Bureau member and chairman of the National Assembly 
and of the KUFNCD National Council; Hun Sen, Polit- 
ical Bureau member, chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters, and foreign minister; Say Phuthang, Political 
Bureau member and vice chairman of the State Council; 
Bou Thang and Chea Soth, both Political Bureau mem- 
bers and vice chairmen of the Council of Ministers; and 
other personalities.””} 


Speaking on that occasion, Comrade Chea Sim, member 
of the party Central Committee Political Bureau and 
chairman of the National Assembly and of the 
KUFNCD National Council, recalled the bitter past of 3 
years, 8 months, and 20 days when the Pol Pot-leng 
Sary-Khieu Samphan clique had turned the national 
society upside down and our beautiful Angkor Land into 
a deserted land stained with blood and tears. 


Comrade Chea Sim also condemned the U.S. imperial- 
ists who, in collusion with the Beijing Chinese and Thai 
rightist rulers, have supported the Cambodian reaction- 
aries in committing new crimes against Cambodia. 


Comrade Chea Sim also noted the all-around firm devel- 
opment of the Cambodian revolution during the past 
more than 9 years when the Cambodian people through- 
out the country had strived to heal the wounds of 
destruction left behind by the Pol Pot clique. 


Chea Sim Addresses Meeting 
BK2105132988 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 20 May 88 


[Speech by Chea Sim, Political Bureau member and 
chairman of the National Assembly and of the 
KUFNCD National Council, at the Hate Day meeting 
held at the Tuol Sleng Museum of Genocide on 20 
May—recorded] 
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[Text] Today, all of us are holding a meeting here with 
feelings of great sorrow, hate, and seething indignation at 
the savage crimes perpetrated by the genocidal Pol Pot 
regime against the Cambodian motherland and people. 
It was on this day that the Pol Pot hangmen began openly 
and savagely implementing their genocidal principle 
against the Cambodian people throughout the country. 
This ongoing meeting is held at the time when the world 
trend is proceeding toward dialogueland compromise to 
settle the questions of peace, stability, and elimination 
and reduction of the arms race and of the short- and 
medium-range nuclear missiles along with Cambodia's 
current situation which is strengthening from all sides 
and in all fields. 


Beloved meeting participants, recalling the events of 
nearly 10 years ago, we still remember that for 3 years, 8 
months, and 20 days under the genocidal Pol Pot 
regime—the out-and-out lackeys of the Beijing expan- 
sionist-hegemonists—all the infrastructures of the coun- 
try were completely upset. The beautiful land of Angkor 
with a glorious culture and an advanced tradition in 
Southeast Asia was reduced to a desolated area soaked 
with tears and blood. 


The people of Phnom Penh and those of all provincial 
and municipal centers all over the country were driven 
by the Pol Pot butchers out of their homes and forced to 
live in the countryside, the jungles, and the mountainous 
regions, eking Out an extremely miserable and difficult 
existence. All social activities were abandoned. Hosp:- 
tals, schools, markets, monasteries, and so on were 
closed and left inactive. Gradually, almost half of the 
Cambodian population throughout the country was mas- 
sacred in a most frighteningly inhuman manner. Every- 
thing that was the fruit of hard work and creativity of the 
Cambodian people was knocked down and virtually 
destroyed and everything that was the means of survival 
of the country was fundamentally pulled down and 
banished. The Pol Pot hangmen pushed the motherland 
into the bottomless abyss of genocide. They did away 
with the lives and legacy of the Cambodian people in 
their design to eliminate everything in order to turn this 
once happy and rich land into a country where nothing 
would indicate the existence of the Cambodian culture. 


Their cruelties, savageries, murders, crimes, and tortures 
against the Cambodian people and motherland could not 
be correctly and completely described in human words; 


On 2 December 1978, the Kampuchean National United 
Front for National Salvation [KNUFNS] was founded 
and its 1 1-point principles were proclaimed, rallying all 
genuinely patriotic forces and adopting a line of building 
a Cambodian society step by step toward socialism. The 
KNUEFNS concretely implemented its 11-point princi- 
ples, especially by creating the great national solidarity 
closely linking it with international solidarity, especially 
the solidarity with the Vietnamese volunteer army and 
fraternal Vietnamese people, rising up in the struggle 
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with an extremely mighty force and surging forward like 
a torrential current to smash and topple the genocidal 
Pol Pot regime on 7 January 1979. 


Following the liberation of 7 January 1979, the genocidal 
regime left behind a most serious devastation as legacy to 
our motherland and people. Amid these remains, on 
heaps of rubble, ashes, and skeletons, and in a state of 
general dilapidation both in terms of manpower and 
material means, in order to revive the national economy, 
culture, and good mores and customs, we joined hands in 
rebuilding a Cambodia from scratch in a situation in 
which our enemies tried ceaselessly to undermine us. 
The Beijing expar sionist-hegemonists in collusion with 
U.S. imperialism and other international reactionary 
forces, such as the Thai ultrarightists, have used and are 
using the Pol Pot remnants and the three reactionary 
Khmer groups to conduct activities in line with the’ 
multiform perfidious mareuvers and attempts to recover 
their losses, topple the PRK regime, massacre the Cam- 
bodian people, and return to power in Cambodia for the 
second time. They have sought by all means, using 
psychological war tactics, to split our internal solidarity 
between the people, between the people and the cadres, 
and between the cadres themselves with the aim of 
dividing the forces of the revolution, causing differences 
among them, weakening them, and finally bringing 
about total collapse of our revolu’‘on. At the same time, 
they have tried by all means to spi t our international 
solidarity, especially our solidarity with the fraternal 
Vietnamese army and people. As always, the strategic 
maneuvers of the enemies against the Cambodian people 
have not changed. They only use different tactics at each 
different stage. 


For the past nearly 10 years, we have had the most 
profound pride in all the revolutionary gains accom- 
plished in all fields. All materials and everything that 
serve the livelihood of the Cambodian people and the 
functioning of Cambodian society have been gradually 
restored and successively reopened. Nevertheless, the 
scars made by the genocidal Poi Pot-leng Sary-Khieu 
Samphan regime in 3 years, 8 months, and 20 days 
remain fresh in the memory and remain a source of 
unending sorrow and anguish for the Cambodian people 
who have survived the massacre. The Cambodian people 
will always keep in their hearts this burning hatred and 
indignation. In no compromise will the Cambodian 
peopbe allow the genocidal Pol Pot regime to return to 
Cambodia for the second time. 


The massacre and destruction of the Cambodian people 
and motherland during those 3 years, 8 months, and 20 
days have not yet satiated or satisfied the Pol Pot clique, 
the out-and-out lackeys of the Beij’ ig expansionist- 
hegemonists. They were merely one step in the imple- 
mentation of their criminal designs. For this reason, 
since the liberation day of 7 January 1979 with the 
support and assistance of the Beijing expansionist-hege- 
monists working hand in glove with U.S. imperialism 
and other international reactionary forces such as the 
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Thai ultrarightists, the Pol Pot remnants have not yet 
given up their perfidious maneuvers, and have contin- 
ued to perpetrate crimes by ceaselessly trying to sabotage 
the reconstruction and defense efforts of the Cambodian 
motherland. We see more and more clearly the reaction- 
ary nature of the Beijing expansionists who are seeking 
by all means to realize their warmongering and expan- 
sionist designs against the three Indochinese countries 
and to continue feeding and supporting the genocidal Pol 
Pot gang and other reactionary Khmer groups with the 
aim of preventing the trend toward compromise between 
the Cambodian people and the trend of development 
and peace in the region and the world. This ugly feature 
was laid bare to progressive opinion in the world through 
their acts of instigating the Thai ruling circles to oppose 
the Thai-Lao negotiations and, more obvious still, 
through their wanton acts of armed provocations on the 
Truong Sa islands which belong to the SRV. 


The fundamental maneuvers of the Beijing expansionists 
are perfidious, savage, and ferocious. We vigorously 
condemn the premeditated and improper policy of the 
Chinese authorities, demand that the latter put an imme- 
diate erd to these acts of hostility and expansionism, and 
declare full support for the SR V’s goodwil! in calling for 
the settlement of this conflict through peaceful means. 
We support the position of the LPDR on the settlement 
of the dispute at the border with the Kingdom of 
Thailand on the basis of compromise and negotiation. 
We forcefully condemn the United States for colluding 
with the Thai ruling circles in setting up military bases 
{mulatthan yothea] on Thai territory. One of the most 
perfidious and dangerous maneuvers among the strategic 
maneuvers of the Beijing expansionist-hegemonists is to 
break up Cambodia’s internal solidarity and socialist 
international solidarity, particularly its solidarity with 
Vietnam, for they clearly understand that so long as the 
Cambodia-Vietnam solidarity and the Cambodia-Viet- 
nam-Laos solidarity remain strong and firm, the people’s 
forces of the three countries will become the sacred 
forces guaranteeing the efficiency of control and the 
cause of the struggle to defend national independence, 
territorial integrity, and revolutionary gains. Grasping 
this problem, the people of the three countries in general 
and people of each country in particular must steadily 
strengthen and develop the spirit of solidarity and inter- 
national solidarity in order to frustrate all of their 
perfidious maneuvers. 


Facts and realities have assured us that for the past 
nearly 10 years, the enemies have used multiform, 
insane, and perfidious tricks against us, but they have 
failed to reverse the situation of the Cambodian revolu- 
tion. On the contrary, we have succeeded in developing 
the position of strength, position of victory, and position 
of mastery in all fields. The dynamism of our people’s 
hate and indignation in addition to the support and 
assistance rendered by Vietnam, Laos, the Soviet Union, 
and other fraternal socialist countries have become a 
driving force enabling our people’s revolutionary spirit 
to surge onward in the steady advance to defend the 
revolutionary gains. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Together with the peace-loving peoples in the world, we 
enthusiastically welcome the forthcoming summit meet- 
ing in Moscow between Comrade Mikhail Gorbachev, 
general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, and 
Ronald Reagan, president of the United States. 


Dear compatriots, combatants, comrades, and friends, 
the souls of more than 3 million dead countrymen are 
calling on all of us to further intensify the flames of great 
national solidarity, to stay in the ranks of the Front 
around the KPRP, and to pledge to be active in carrying 
out all revolutionary tasks. By nature, the enemies still 
have many more perfidious maneuvers aimed at under- 
mining our revolutionary gains. However, the factor 
determining the victory or the defeat of the revolution is 
not the enemies; it is all of us. We are fully capable of 
frustrating all wars of destruction of the enemies. The 
key is our responsibility in building real revolutionary 
forces. 


In front of the ashes and souls of the best sons and 
daughters of our beautiful land of Angkor, symbolized by 
this Tuol Sleng center, we would like to vow that we will 
always hate the genocidal Pol Pot regime which slaugh- 
tered more than 3 million Cambodians and basically 
destroyed the infrastructure of the national society, and 
to transform this hate into actual fighting activities to 
crush all their perfidious maneuvers. From this podium, 
we condemn U.S. imperialism working in collusion with 
the Beijing authorities and the Thai rightist ruling circles 
for supporting the reactionary Khmer groups in perpe- 
trating new crimes on Cambodian soil. Our people 
welcome, hail, and support the PRK’s national reconcil- 
iation policy and greet the two meetings in France 
between Comrade Hun Sen, chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, and Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, as a step 
toward a negotiated settlement of the Cambodian con- 
flict in order to bring about stability and peace in 
Cambodia as well as in Southeast Asia. 


We appeal to all Cambodians serving in the ranks of the 
traitors to return to the revolution’s fold. In response to 
the spirit of 20 May, all compatriots, comrades, and 
friends are invited to always hold aloft the revolutionary 
vigilance and use all forms of more vigorous attacks 
against the enemies along the border and inside the 
country causing them to deteriorate with each passing 
day and head steadily toward final collapse. Pay atten- 
tion to building and consolidating villages and com- 
munes, considering the building of local administrations 
as the core task and the factor determining the victory of 
the revolution. Build the armed forces down to the 
localities, particularly build the militia forces both quan- 
titatively and qualitatively. Here, it is imperative to pay 
special attention on the living conditions of the people, 
ensuring their security, rights, and interests. Pay atten- 
tion to the production work, make seeds, plowing power, 
and transplanting power available before hand, and 
vigorously accelerate all activities in order to fulfill and 
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even overfulfil this rainy season’s production move- 
ment. Pay attention to providing ideological and politi- 
cal training in the new situation according to specific 
meanings and comprehensive forms, particularly regard- 
ing the peopie’s revolutionary movements and activities 
sO as to win their participation in all revolutionary 
movements. Actively whip up mass movements in order 
to bring about real changes [words indistinct] of sum- 
ming up the patriotic emulation campaign in anticipa- 
tion of the forthcoming 10th anniversary of the national 
day on 7 January 1989. 


Combatants, cadres, personnel, workers, intellectuals, 
Buddhist monks, ethnic people, and the people as a 
whole are invited to tur: this 20 May day of hate against 
the genocidal Pol Pot regime into the positive implemen- 
tation of the revolu..onary movements. Always pledge to 
build and defend the motherland and the revolutionary 


gains! 


Hun Sen Interviewed on Talks With Sihanouk 
BK2305090088 Hong Kong AFP in English 0855 GMT 
23 May 88 


[By Georges Biannic] 


[Text] Phnom Penh, May 23 (AFP)}—Canibodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen has urged former monarch Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk to return to the negotiating table if 
he wants to play a part in the political future of the 
country. 


It was a case of now or never for Prince Sihanouk, Mr 
Hun Sen indicated in an interview with AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE, because after 1990 “the Cambodian 
problem will no longer exist as there will no longer be a 
Vietnamese presence.” 


“What pretext will the countries who are today giving 
a. . and assistance” to the Cambodian resistance, partic- 
ularly Pol Pot, be able to use then, Mr Hun Sen asked. 


Pol Pot headed a Khmer Rouge government ousted by 
Vietnamese troops in 1979. The Khmer Rouge, sup- 
ported by Beijing, form the military backbone of the 
tripartite Cambodian resistance coalition, which holds 
the Cambodian seat at the United Nations. 


Mr Hun Sen stressed that a global solution must be 
found before the 1990 withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
and rejected repeated proposals by Prince Sihanouk to 
step into the role of “Father of national unity”. 


M. Hun Sen said that while Prince Sihanouk could play 
an important role in a future Cambodian government his 
popularity as “father of the nation” was nowhere near as 
great as he claimed. 


“He is loved by certain people but it is not a general 
affection ... He has influence only with old people and 
bonzes (Buddhist monks),” Mr Hun Sen said. 
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Prince Sihanouk left 18 years ago and since then his 
standing in Cambodia had been eroded by General Lon 
Nol, who ousted the prince in 1970 and then by his 
alliance with the Khmer Rouge, Mr Hun Sen said. 


The Cambodian leader, 37, said that he was pushing for 
the continuation of the Vietnamese wit\\drawal because 
operations by the Khmer Rouge were now limited to 
actions ““by small groups aimed at civilian targets”. 


“The idea that Pol Pot is a real threat or that he would 
come back to power is impossible. But we want to end 
this war through a political solution”, he said. 


Mr Sen blamed Prince Sihanouk for the breaking off of 
talks after the two met in Paris in December and 
January. “‘I understand the prince’s difficulties. He is 
going through a difficult period. 


“But he says different things in different places...ac- 
cording to different political influences. Myself, I have 
not changed.” 


Mr Hun Sen said that a proposal by Prince Sihanouk to 
form a coalition government “solely to discuss the Viet- 
namese withdrawal” was pointless. 


“The negotiations are now at an impasse, but the with- 
drawal is continuing, which shows that a solution (in 
Cambodia) is not linked” to the pullout. 


“We would not accept the formation of a coalition 
government before elections,” he added. 


Mr Hun sen ruled out a multinational force in Cambo- 
dia, saying ““!f the Khmers (Cambodians) can still not 
agree among themselves, even a force from 20 countries 
could not achieve it,” he said. 


The Phnom Penh Government wants an end to all 
foreign presence in Cambodia, but all Prince Sihanouk is 
proposing is to bring in even more, he added. 


Mr Hun Sen said he »pposed direct dialogue between 
Hanoi and Prince Sihanouk, requested by the former 
monarch, saying this would “destroy all the efforts and 
accomplishments and lead to another impasse.” 


But he said direct talks between Beijing and Hanoi 
would contribute to an internal solution to the Cambo- 
dian problem because the two parties are directly impli- 
cated in its international aspect. 


Mr Hun sen said the activities of the Khmer Rouge had 
failed because their infiltration routes from Thailand 
had been blocked and “...Cambodian Government 
forces were gaining strength with the help of the people.” 
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“Following the complete withdrawal by the Vietnamese, 
there will still be Khmer Rouge forces in the country,” 
the prime minister said, but there would only be scat- 
tered fighting near the Thai border. 


“It will be a war with no winners and no losers as 
Sihanouk has said, but in a situation where we control 
the country. Then, we will see if we should continue talks 
with the opposition or not.” 


If there were no global political solution, Cambodia 
would continue to be socialist, but if a political soution 
were found “the people will decide their political and 
economic system.” 


“For nine years, Cambodia has been living practically 
according to a market economy, the private sector has a 
lot of influence. ...We are not far from the economy that 
existed under Sihanouk.” 


Communique Asks World To Deny Aid to Vietnam 
BK2105075888 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 

2315 GMT 20 May 88 


{20 May Communique of the CGDK Foreign Ministry] 


[Text] The war of aggression waged by the Hanoi author- 
ities in Cambodia has lasted for nearly 10 years now. Not 
only has this extremely devastating war of aggression 
caused boundless misery, sufferings, and loss for the 
Cambodian people, but it has wreaked just as much 
havoc upon the Vietnamese people. Because the Hanoi 
leaders have mustered and wasted so much Vietnamese 
manpower, national resources, and people every year on 
this war of aggression in Cambodia, ‘ae Vietnamese 
people's living conditions have dete;orated and they 
have grown poorer with each passing year. More Viet- 
namese people, both in the southern and northern parts 
of the country, are experiencing growing hunger year 
after year. However, the Hanoi leadership has paid no 
attention nor has it sought any solution to the impover- 
ished living conditions of the Vietnamese people. It is 
therefore very curious that they are now sounding an 
alarm about famine in Vietnam and are appealing for 
emergency food aid from the United Nations, various 
international humanitarian organizations, and the world 
community, claiming that this aid is needed to save the 
starving Vietnamese people. 


In sounding an alarm about famine and asking for 

from the world, the United Nations, and internatioi..; 
humanitarian organizations, do the Hanoi authorities 
really intend to give this aid to the Vietnamese people? 


What is actually happening on the Cambodian battle- 
field is that, because the Cambodian people in all local- 
ities, villages, and communes are joining with the 
National Army in attacking the Vietnamese-controlled 
villages in a very active, closely-knit, and pervasive 
manner, gradually cutting the Vietnamese enemy from 
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more and more of their local sources of supplies, the 
Vietnamese aggressor troops in Cambodia are now expe- 
riencing an acute food shortage. They are short of 
supplies both in the border regions of Western Cambo- 
dia and in the hinterland of Cambodia. In some areas, 
this shortage is so bad that the Vietnamese aggressor 
soldiers are now having to live on thin rice gruel mixed 
with leaves and vegetables. This has seriously depressed 
the morale of the Vietnamese aggressor troops. They lose 
faith and hope as they clearly realize that they can never 
vanquish the Cambodian people. Therefore, more Viet- 
namese aggressor troops are deserting one after another. 
Mass desertions have been reported both on the border 
battlefields and on the battlefields in the interior of 
Cambodia. 


This situation certainly has frightened and panicked the 
Hanoi leaders. With shaky voices, they have sounded an 
alarm about famine and have asked for emergency food 
aid which is not destined to save the starving Vietnamese 
people, but to feed the hungry Vietnamese aggressor 
troops in Cambodia. 


For this reason, the CGDK and the entire Cambodian 
people who are experiencing an endless tragedy and 
misery caused by this exteremely cruel war of aggression 
of the Vietnamese enemy would like to appeal to the 
world community, the United Nations, and various 
international humanitarian izations to refrain 
from giving any kind of aid to the Hanoi leaders so long 
as they refuse tc withdraw their aggressor troops from 
Cambodia in accordance with the relevant UN resolu- 
tions and the earnest call of the international commu- 
nity. Giving aid—be it food or humanitarian relief—to 
the Hanoi leaders at this time is tantamount to feeding 
Vietnam and enabling it to continue its 

against and occupation of Cambodia. The Vietnamese 
authorities would certainly use this generous interna- 
tional aid to feed their aggressor troops in Cambodia and 
continue their cruel and savage war of , Mas- 
sacre, and genocide against Cambodia. As a result, the 
war in Cambodia would be prolonged indefinitely, which 
would be a danger not only to the Cammodian nation 
and people alone, but would also bring greater suffering 
and devzstation upon the Vietnamese people and cause 
a permanent serious threat to peace ard stability in 
Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific region. 


The Cambodian people and the CGDK hope that all 
friendly countries, near and far, and the international 
community will continue to bring consistently energetic 
joint pressure to bear on the Hanoi authorities, forcing 
them to agree to a political settlement of the Cambodian 
problem according to which they would withdraw all 
their troops from Cambodia. Only by having Vietnam 
withdraw all its troops from Camb « ia can the war in 
Cambodia and famine and all other heart-rending and 
distressing problems both in Cambodia and Vietnam be 
brought to an end and can peace and stability in South- 
east Asia and Asia-Pacific be restored. 
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[Dated] 20 May 1988 


{Signed} Spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the CGDK 


SRV Troop Withdrawal Said Necessary for Peace 
BK2105042088 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 21 May 88 


[Station comruentary: “Peace in Cambodia Can Materi- 
alize Only if Vietnamese Aggressor Troops Are With- 
drawn From Cambodia and the Cambodian People Are 
Given the Right to Self-Determination”’] 


{Text} Thai Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon said in 
Moscow on |7 May that peace can materialize in Cam- 
bodia only if Vietnam withdraws all its aggressor troops 
from Cambodia and the Cambodian people are given the 
right to self-determination. 


This is a correct and realistic remark. At present, the 
ASEAN countries as weil as the entire world community 
and the United Nations are seeking every means to solve 
the Cambodian problem and end the war in Cambodia 
in order to bring peace and security back to Cambodia 
and restore peace, security, and stability to all of South- 
east Asia. But how to restore peace and security in 
Cambodia? Everyone is well aware that the only correct, 
just, and realistic way to solve this problem is for 
Vietnam to withdraw all its aggressor troops from Cam- 
bodia immediately and unconditionally in accordance 
with the nine UN resolutions, thus allowing the Cambo- 
dian people to decide their own destiny without outside 
interference. This is because as long as hundreds of 
thousands of Vietnamese troops occupy Cambodia and 
carry on their oppression and massacre against the 
Cambodian people as they are doing now, Cambodia will 
never be able to enjoy peace and security and the 
Cambodian people will continue to be killed and forced 
«0 leave their homes and villag:s and flee to live in the 
mountainous areas and refugee camps along the Thai 
border in such a miserable manner. Moreover, the Viet- 
namese aggressor troops in Cambodia will continue to 
shell these Cambodian refugee camps and invade and 
shell Thai territory, causing further losses in terms of 
lives and property to the Thai people along the border 
area. 


Therefore, Cambodia will not be able to enjoy peace and 
security, the Thai border situation will remain tense, and 
all of Southeast Asia will be in a insecure and unstable 
state. Realizing this, countries in this region and 

the world have repeatedly demanded that 
Vietnam withdraw all its aggressor troops from Cambo- 
dia in order to allow the Cambodian people to decide 
their own destiny im accordance with the nine UN 
resolutions. 


refuse to withdraw their troops from Cambo- 
dia in accordance with the UN resolutions and the calls 
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of the world community. They have kept clamoring that 
they want to solve the Cambodian problem and want 
peace and security in Cambodia and security and stabil- 
ity in Southeast Asia. But their deeds show that the 
Vietnamese authorities have more barbarously and cru- 
elly carried on their war of aggression which is the root 
cause for the lack of peace in Cambodia, death of 
millions of Cambodian people, and untold destruction in 
Cambodia. 


Through experience, the Cambodian people and 
National Army of Democratic Kampuchea [NADK] 
realize that so long as the Vietnamese troops are on 
Cambodian soil, Cambodia will never enjoy peace and 
security and the Cambodian people will not be able to 
enjoy the right to self-determination but will continue to 
suffer. More Cambodian people will be killed because 
the Hanoi authorities have a clear strategy to extermi- 
Indochinese Federation mapped out during the pasi 
more than half a century by late Ho Chi Minh. 


For this reason, the only alternative for the Cambodian 
people and the NADK is to carry on their fight against 
the Vietnamese enemy aggressors until all of them are 
driven out of Cambodia. This is for the survival of 
Cambodia and the Cambodian race and for Cambodia to 
regain peace, security, independence, and sovereignty 
within its own territorial integrity. 


The Cambodian people would like to call on the world 
community to continue their support for the Cambodian 
people’s just struggle and to further demand and pres- 
sure Vietnam to sit at the negotiating table with the 
CGDK in order to settle the Cambodian problem poiit- 
ically through the total withdrawal of the Vietnamese 
aggressor troops frorn Cambodia in accordance with the 
nine UN resolutions. 


SRV, USSR Lack of Goodwill Criticized 
BK2005082988 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 19 May 88 


[Station commentary: “Vietnam and the Soviet Union 
Do Not Have the Goodwill to Settle the Cambodian 
Problem Politically by Withdrawing All Vietnamese 
Aggressor Troops From Cambodia in Accordance With 
the UN Resolutions”] 


[Text] On 13 May, Thanat Khoman, former Thai foreign 
minister, told newsmen that it seems that up to the 
present time Vietnam and the Soviet Union still lack the 
goodwill to settle the Cambodian problem through polit- 
ical means. This is why the efforts to solve the Cambo- 
dian problem politically had failed. 


Thanat Khoman’s above remark is similar to that of the 
world community in general. 


after Vietnam withdraws all its 
aggressor troops from Cambodia and respects the Cam- 
bodian peopile’s right to self-determination without any 
outside interference. 
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nately continued to jointly carry on their aggression and 
occupation of Cambodia. 


As for Vietnam, it has obstinately refused to withdraw all 
its troops from Cambodia in accordance with the UN 
resolutions. !t had rejected all proposals for the political 
settlement of the Cambodian problem and refused to 
take part in the talks with the CGDK in order to solve 
the Cambodian problem through political means. It has 
carried on all kinds of tricky maneuvers, inciuding the 
maneuver of persuading the Cambodians to hold talks 
among themselves, the maneuver of dece‘iful partial 
troop withdrawal, and maneuver of total troop with- 
drawal in 1990, in an attempt to cover up its status as the 

against Cambodia and avoid being condemned 
and pressured by the world community which demands 
that Vietnam immediately withdraw ail its aggressor 
troops from Cambodia in accordance with the UN 
resolutions. 


On the Cambodian battlefield, there has been no sign 
showing that Vietnam has withdrawn or is preparing to 
withdraw its troops from Cambodia. On the contrary, 
the Vietnamese enemy has escalated its war of aggression 
in Cambodia, intensified massacre against the innocent 
Cambodian people. continued to recruit Cambodian 
soldiers, and sent more Vietnamese troops from Viet- 
nam. All of this is in an: attempt to smash the Cambodian 
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patriotic resistance forces, crack down on the Cambo- 
dian people’s struggle, forever occupy Cambodia, and set 
up an Indochinese Federation for use as a springboard to 
further its aggressive and expansionist strategy in South- 
east Asia. 


Therefore, the struggle on the Cambodian battlefield has 
proceeded fiercely. 


As for the Soviet Union, despite the fact that various 
countnes—particularly those in this region—have calied 
on it to pressure Vietnam, but it has refused to pressure 
and persuade Vietnam to end its war of aggression 
against Cambodia by withdrawing its troops from Cam- 
bodia in accordance with the UN resolutions. On the 
contrary, the Soviet Union has continued to provide 
Vietnam with aid, weapons, artillery, and ammunition 
in order to enable Vietnam to carry on its aggression and 
occupation of Cambodia and set up an Indochinese 
Federation for use by the Soviet Union as a springboard 
for implementing its aggressive and expansionist strat- 
egy in Southeast Asia, Asia, and the Pacific. 


All the above-mentioned evidence clearly proves that 
Vietnam and the Soviet Union do not want to settle the 
Cambodian problem politically in accordance with the 
UN resolutions. They have further adhered to their 
regional aggression and expansion policies and strate- 
gies. 


Therefore, it is necessary for the world community to 
continue to jointly pressure Vietnam in all aspects in 
coordination with the struggle waged on the battlefield 
by the Cambodian people and the National Army of 
Democratic Kampuchea so as to force Vietnam to with- 
draw all its aggressor troops immediately and uncondi- 
iontiiy Gam Comthati is acsastnnss oh Ge ins UN 
resolutions. 


Only with Vietnam withdrawing all its troops from 
Cambodia will the Cambodian problem bc resolved 
permanently and will peace, security, and siz!ity be 
restored in Cambodia, Southeast Asia, Asia, and the 
Pacific, thus benefiting the defense of worid peace. 


Indonesia 


Pians for Cambodian ‘Cocktail Party’ in July 
BK2305 105888 Hong Kong AFP in English 1011 GMT 
23 May 88 


[Text] Jakarta, May 23 (AFP)}—Indonesia hopes to be 
able to host an informal meeting between the warring 
Cambodian factions in July, State Secretary Murdiono 
said here Monday. 


“If everything went smoothly, the Jakarta meeting could 
be held in July,” Mr Murdiono told reporters. 


He gave no further details. 
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Foreign Minister Ali Alatas last week said Indonesia and 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
had recently stepped up efforts at finding a solution to 
the nine-year-old Cambodian conflict. 


The idea of an informal “Cocktail Party” meeting was 
first proposed by Mr Alatas’ predecessor, Moktar Kusu- 
maatmayja. 


Last year, he reached an agreement with Vietnamese 
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach on the need for an 
informal gathering between the Vietnamese-backed gov- 
ernment in Phnom Penh and the ASEAN-backed tripar- 
tite resistance coalition led by Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk. 


ASEAN, grouping Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand, later amended the agree- 
ment to call on Vietnam to attend the meeting immedi- 
ately after it began. 


Spanish Prime Minister Begins 3-Day Visit 
BK2205054688 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0500 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzales, official 
guest of the Indonesian Government, and his delegation 
flew in to Halim Perdanakusumah Airport, Jakarta, this 
morning for a 3-day official visit to Indonesia in an effort 
to further improve bilateral economic and trade cooper- 
ation. 


After being welcomed by Minister B.J. Habibie and 
Jakarta Mayor Wiyogo Asmodorminto, the official guest 
from Spain immediately left for Pulau Pantara Timor at 
Pulau Seribu for a rest. Tomorrow Prime Minister 
Gonzales will be received by President Suharto at Mer- 
deka Palace. 


Meets With Suharto 
BK2305081588 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0700 GMT 23 May 88 


{Text] President Suharto and Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzales held a four-point discussion at Merdeka 
Palace this morning. Simultaneously, executive officials 
from the two countries also held a separate meeting. 


Spanish Minister of Finance and Economics Carlos 
Solchaga is expected to hold a meeting with the Coordi- 
nating Minister for Economics, Finance and Industry 
Radius: Prawiro. Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zales and delegation arrived in Jakarta yesterday. 


President Suharto and Vice President Sudharmono offi- 
cially welcomed Prime Minister Gonzales at a ceremony 
held at the Merdeka Palace grounds this morning. Dur- 
ing this morning’s official welcoming ceremony, the 
national anthems of the two nations were played, and 
this was followed by a 19-gun salute. Spanish Prime 
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Minister Felipe Gonzales’ visit to Indonesia is aimed at 
further bolstering bilateral economic and trade coopera- 
tion between Indonesia and Spain. 


Malaysian Minister Lim Keng Yaik Arrives 
BK2305091288 Jakarta International Service in English 
0800 GMT 23 May 88 


{Text} Malaysian Minister of Primary Industry Datuk 
Dr Lim Keng Yaik arrived in Jakarta yesterday for a 
3-day official visit to Indonesia. While in Indonesia, the 
Malaysian minister will discuss with Indonesian eco- 
nomic ministers matters relating to economic problems 
and multilateral trade negotiations. 


Dr Lim Keng Yaik will have talks with, among others, 
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas; Coordinating Minister for 
Economic, Financial and Industrial Affairs Radius Pra- 
wiro; Finance Minister J.B. Sumarlin; Trade Minister 
Arifin Siregar; Forestry Minister Hasrul Haparap; and 
Mining and Energy Minister Ginanjar Kartasasmita. 


Laos 


Coup Rumors ‘Widely Circulating’ in Thailand 
BK2105055988 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 20 May 88 


[Unattributed article: “Why Are There Rumors About a 
Coup d’Etat in Thailand at Present?” 


[Text] In the past few days, while preparations for 
holding the | 5th general election scheduled for 24 July 
have been under way, rumors about a coup d’etat have 
been widely circulating, especially in Bangkok. The Thai 
mass media, radio and television stations in particular, 
has actively reported the views on this issue expressed by 
politicians attached to various political parties. 


Thai Television Channel 7 carried reports on the views 
of certain politicians as follows: Defense Minister Air 
Chief Marshal Phaniang Kantarat said that if people 
agree the Constitution is unsuitable, it should be 
amended. If it cannot be amended through the parlia- 
mentary procedure, it has to be done through a coup 
d'etat. Veteran politician Buntheng Thongsawat said the 
situation in the country is very chaotic at present; both 
the Constitution and the Political Party Law are unsuit- 
able. He said he would support anyone who stages a 
coup. A representative of the Democratic Labor Party 
said he would support a coup with some conditions. 
General Sunthon Khongsomphong, chief of staff of the 
Thai Armed Forces, said that he agrees with a coup. 


Thai government radio and television stations also car- 
ried views of certain Thai politicians who are opposed to 
any coup d'etat. For example, Phichai Rattakun, leader 
of the Democrat Party, said he would vehemently 
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Oppose a coup because he does not approve of dictator- 
ship. Senior politician Khukrit Pramot surprisingly said 
that he preferred a bloody coup, not a peacefu! one. He 
sarcastically said that he liked to see bloodshed. 


The above-mentioned views of Thai politicians clearly 
point to the fact that the situation in Thai society is very 
confusing at present. Several political observers in Thai- 
land noted that this confusion emerged before the disso- 
lution of the House of Representatives. However, it has 
deteriorated considerably ever since because of the rising 
conflicts among the various political parties campaign- 
ing for the forthcoming general election. That is why 
rumors about a coup d'etat have frequently been heard. 
It has been widely known that in the past 5 decades, 
whenever a chaotic situation emerged a coup d'etat 
always followed. So far, 17 coups have been staged in 
Thailand. Eight of them were abortive. The latest abor- 
tive coup, codenamed “Rupkhachon,” was carried out 
on 9 September 1985. 


Amidst the rumors of the emergence of a coup, in an 
interview with the press, General Chawalit Yongchaiyut, 
Thai Army commander in chief and acting military 
supreme commander, said a coup d’etat might take place 
if the Thai people gave him approval to do so. 


PASASON on Coup Possibility 
BK2005 113388 Vientiane KPL in English 0926 GMT 
20 May 88 


[Text] Vientiane, May 20 (KPL)}—PASASON’s article 
today speaks about the topica! issue being hotly dis- 
cussed in the Thai society, namely whether or not a coup 
is gOing to erupt in Bangkok soon. 


The paper quotes statements made by leaders of Thai 
political parties and imminent statesmen some of whom 
support, while others come out against the coup. Among 
them, Thai media have given some attention to a rather 
odd statement made by imminent stateman Khukrit 
Pramot who was reported to have said that he was in 
favour of a bloody coup. He said: “I dislike peaceful 
coups. Let it be a grand scale killing.” Judging from 
opinions expressed by the various political quarters, the 
paper says, it proves that Thai society is undergoing 
some very serious turmoil which has started before the 
dissolution of the national assembly. All indications 
seem to show that the situation is worsening while 
preparation for the next election scheduled to be held on 
July 24 is under way. 


The Thai public should know better than anyone else 
whether or not there will be another coup because in the 
span of five decades, the Thai society has seen seventeen 
coups out of which eight were failed and the last one 
erupted in September 1985. In this connection, the paper 
concludes by quoting General Chawalit Yongchaiyut 
that: “The revolution may well erupt if it gains support 
from the Thai people.” 
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Kaysone Greets CSSR’s Jakes on Anniversary 
BK2005025588 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 19 May 88 


[Text] Comrade Kaysone Phomvihan, general secretary 
of the LPRP Central Committee, recently sent a greet- 
ings message to Comrade Milos Jakes, general secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Commu- 
4 Party (CPCZ], in Prague. The message reads as 
ollow: 


On the occasion of the 43d founding anniversary of the 
CSSR, on behalf of the KPRP Central Committee, the 
LPDR Government, the Lao multiethnic people, and in 
my own name, I would like to convey warm greetings 
and best wishes to you, comrade, and through you, to the 
CPCZ Central Committee, the CSSR Government, and 
all fraternal Czechoslovak people. 


Over the past 43 years, under the correct leadership of 
the CPCZ, the fraternal Czechoslovak people have suc- 
cessfully overcome various difficulties in defending the 
revolutionary gains and building socialism in their land. 
The party, Government, and people of Laos have highly 
appreciated the successful achievements scored by the 
party, state, and people of Czechoslovakia in making a 
new change in the economic management mechanism 
and in promoting and developing socialist democracy in 
the social life sector. The CSSR has worthily contributed 
to the struggle to safeguard peace, as a result of which the 
roles and prestige of the CSSR have been outstandingly 
raised in the international arena. 


Our party, state, and people of Laos would like to take 
this occasion to express profound gratitude to the party, 
government, and fraternal people of Czechoslovakia and 
highly appraise their spirit of proletarian international- 
ism for having always rendered support and assistance to 
our Lao revolution, both in the past period of national 
salvation struggle against the imperialist aggressors and 
the present period of struggle to defend the country and 
build socialism. 


On this glorious occasion, we once again would like to 
wish the fraternal Czechoslovak people, under the tal- 
ented leadership of the CPCZ, new and still greater 
success in implementing the resolutions of the 1 7th party 


congress. 


May the relations of fraternal friendship, militant soli- 
darity, and all-round cooperation between the two par- 
ties, states, and peoples of our two countries—Laos and 
Czechoslovakia—last forever! 


Sisavat Keobounphan Attends Vientiane Meetings 


Flood, Drought Prevention Meeting 
BK2305 101488 Vientiane KPL in English 0915 GMT 
23 May 88 


[Text] Vientiane, May 23 (KPL)—A consultative meet- 
ing on flood and drought prevention was held here on 
May 21. 
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The meeting, attended by more than 60 cadres in Vien- 
tiane Prefecture, heard a report made by Sai Phakasoum, 
member of the party committee, head of the service for 
communication, transport, post, and construction of 
Vientiane Prefecture. The report dealt on the present 
climatic conditions and measures on the prevention of 
possible flood and drought. 


Sisavat Keobounphan, member of the Political Bureau 
of the LPRP CC, mayor of Vientiane capital, in addition 
called for joint efforts to transform the capital into a 
clean, beautiful, orderly city. 


Rice Cultivation Conference 
BK2205 101788 Vientiane KPL in English 0905 GMT 
22 May 88 


[Text] Vientiane, May 22 (KPL)—A conference to assess 
the result of the last second rice crop cultivation in 
Vientiane Prefecture was held here on May 20 by the 
Agriculture, Forestry, Irrigation and Cooperative Ser- 
vice of Vientiane Prefecture. 


Sisavat Keobounphan, Politburo member and secretary 
of the LPRP CC, mayor of Vientiane, chaired the 
conference attended by more than 80 representatives of 
party and administrative committees and cooperative 
directorate boards from 7 districts of Vientiane Prefec- 
ture. 


In his report to the conference, Phimpha Thepkham- 
heuang, alternate member of the LPRP CC, deputy- 
mayor and head of the agriculture, forestry, irrigation 
and cooperatives of Vientiane Prefecture, reported that 
last year, the land put under second rice crop in Vien- 
tiane Prefecture amounted to 6,306 hectares, the yield 
was 3.39 tons per hectare—10.6 percent exceeding rice 
production in 1985-86 and 22.53 percent surpassing last 
year’s production. 


The use of the new strains of seeds of ordinary rice such 
as CF-20 B-1014 and the practice of intensive cultiva- 
tion are the main factors for the 10-20 percent increase 
in the production of rice in the prefecture. 


Saman Vi-gnaket Meets Provincial Officials 
BK2205093888 Vientiane KPL in English 0900 GMT 
22 May 88 


[Text] Vientiane, May 22 (KPL)}—Saman Vi-gnaket, 
Politburo member, secretary of the LPRP CC, recently 
met with officials of the party and administrative com- 
mittees and educational authority of the southern prov- 
ince of Saravane. 


Saman Vi-gnaket pointed out ways in implementing the 
guideline of the party and government on educational 
strategy suitable for the province. 
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Minister Receives PRK Youth Delegation 
BK2105110388 Vientiane KPL in English 0904 GMT 
21 May 88 


[Text] Vientiane, May 21 (OANA-KPL)—Oudom Khat- 
thi-gna, alternate Politburo member of the LPRP CC, 
minister of transport, post and construction received 
here on May 19 a Kampuchean youth delegation led by 
its first secretary Sam Sundoeun, who is also member of 
the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea CC on 
a current visit to the Lao PDR. 


The talk proceeded in an atmosphere of close friendship 
during which Oudom Khatthi-gna hailed the present 
visit of Sam Sundoeun and his delegation. 


Among issues discussed were the relations of friendship 
and comprehensive cooperation between the parties, 
governments as well as the youth organizations of both 
countries in national defence and socialist construction 
in each country. 


The Kampuchean youth delegation, during its stay here, 
visited various production bases. The delegation also 
toured economic and cultural bases in Vientiane capital. 


The delegation left here for home yesterday (May 20). It 
was seen off at the airport by Khamman Souvileut, 
alternate member of the LPRP CC, secretary of the 
LPRYU and other high ranking officials. 


Nguon Phansiphon, Kampuchean ambassador to the 
Lao PDR was aiso present at the airport. 


Importance of People’s Council Elections Noted 
BK2005051588 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 18 May 88 


[Feature: ““What Are the Reasons for Holding the Elec- 
tions and What Are Their Objectives?”’] 


[Text] Respected listeners: On 2 December 1975, the 
revolutionary administrations were established through- 
out the country. This is considered the great fruit of the 
protracted struggle of our Lao people under the LPRP’s 
leadership. Since then, the administrative apparatuses 
have worthily fulfilled and systematically consolidated 
their role and responsibilities. However, they cannot 
deny the fact that they have also had shortcomings in 
performing and consolidating those roles and responsi- 
bilities. The process of national defense and socialist 
construction has been daily changed ever more pro- 
foundly to an ever higher level in accordance with the 
basic principle. It would not be appropriate if the capa- 
bilities of the apparatuses remained at the same level, 
because by maintaining the same old level of capabili- 
ties, the apparatuses could obstruct the process of 
advancement to the achievement of new, ever higher 
qualities of the nation. 
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For this reason, the fourth party congress, in particular 
the fifth plenary session of the fourth party Central 
Committee, has put forth new, appropriate steps for 
advancement. It has put forth guidelines for the new 
changes in the viewpoints and economic management 
mechanism. It has set methods of implementation that 
are suitable for practices in the initial stage of the 
transition period in order to exploit, promote, and 
expand the potentials of the country and to build a new 
hope for a beautiful future for our Lao nation. 


Seeing the objective necessity to consolidate the admin- 
istrative apparatuses, the LPRP Central Committee 
Political Bureau has thus made a decision to have the 
elections of the people’s councils at various levels be 
completely organized throughout the country by the end 
of this year. The main purposes of the elections are as 
follows: 


To promote and expand the socialist democracy: 
Through the elections, the people will have an opportu- 
nity to elect representatives that they like, they trust, and 
they think can present ideas and views and can act on 
their behalf to safeguard their interests. The elections 
will result in consolidating the state administration, 
because the candidates to run in the elections will have 
very great knowledge and capabilities and thus be suited 
for their posts to perform tasks in the time of changes to 
new, better qualities. 


The councils at various levels to be established following 
the elections will be in a new, better condition with 
higher efficiency. The new councils will implement a 
better working system to serve their role and responsi- 
bilities as representatives of the people and to promote 
and expand socialistc democracy in a more efficient 
manner. The elections on this occasion are also consid- 
ered the contribution made by the entire people to the 
state and social management. 


Following the elections, the party, state, and mass orga- 
nizations will certainly be consolidated, because after the 
completion of the elections the people’s councils will set 
up the administrations at their own levels and will then 
supervise and control the functioning of the administra- 
tions and of other mass organizations. In brief, it can be 
said that following the elections of the people’s councils 
at various levels, the whole state and social management 
system will be further consolidated and strengthened and 
will become an ever sironger tool to successfully serve 
the rights and benefits of the people in the new period on 
the path of leading the nation to prosperity and happi- 
ness. 


Philippines 


Reported Bases Talks Withdrawal Plan Opposed 
HK2305110588 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
22 May 88 pp I, 3 


[By Ben Evardone and Chit Estella] 


[Text] House Majority Floor Leader Francisco Sumu- 
long Sr. yesterday opposed the reported plan of the 
Philippine panel in the ongoing review of the RP 
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{Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases Agree- 
ment [MBA] to withdraw from the talks, saying the panel 
should not submit to pressures by the United States 
government. 


Sumulong said the reported pressures from the U.S. on 
the Aquino government “is not a reason to withdraw.” 


‘In fact, it is a better reason to fight it out,” he added. 


Sen. Leticia Ramos-Shahani, chairman of the Senate 
foreign relations committee, said she also does not favor 
the withdrawal of the Philippine panel from the review, 
saying the reported impending collapse of the talks could 
give rise to tension between the Philippines and the 
United States. 


Referring to the government’s demand for a higher 
compensation for the use of the bases, Shahani said, 
“Perhaps it was not right to expect the U.S. to be able to 
increase the compensation.” 


But Sen. Alberto Romulo said the refusal by the U.S. to 
pay more would be good for the Philippines in the long 
run. 


**The earlier we realize we have to work for ourselves, the 
better it will be for us,” he said. 


Sharing Sumulong’s view, Assistant Majority Floor 
Leader Raul Roco said U.S. pressures on the Aquino 
government “are largely psychological.” 


“They (the Americans cannot afford to exert pressure 
tactics because they need us,” Roco said. “The Ameri- 
cans have more to lose by resorting to pressure tactics.” 


Reports earlier said the ongoing review was headed for a 
deadlock as the U.S. panel headed by Ambassador 
Nicholas Platt stood firm on its position that the U.S. 
government cannot afford a bigger compensation for the 
use of the bases. 


An official of the Department of Foreign Affairs was 
quoted as saying the talks had not made any progress 
since the compensation issue was raised. 


It was reported that the Philippine panel headed by 
Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus has assessed the 
review and decided to “end the talks rather than be 
criticized later on for succumbing to the Americans.” 


It was also reported the talks were “not going anywhere” 
because of the “stonewalling” by the U.S. panel on all 
issues. 


The two panels have remained deadlocked on practically 
all issues, notably on criminal jurisdiction, unhampered 
U.S. military operations and the constitutional provision 
on nuclear-free area. 
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Sumulong said Manglapus “is doing a good job” but 
should not succumb to pressures from the U.S. govern- 
ment which he believes “is only bluffing.” He said the 
Philippine panel should “perhaps think it over.” 


Romulo, saying the refusal by the U.S. to pay more 
would be good for the Philippines in the long run, said it 
was Clear why the U.S. would not increase compensation. 


He said from the beginning, the U.S. government's 
priorities were Israel, Egypt and countries in Latin 
America. He also noted the U.S. government’s budgetary 
problems. 


He said the Philippines would do well to consider other 
economic alternatives to the bases when the RP-US 
Military Base Agreement expires in 1991. 


Romulo said a group of senators have met with Univer- 
sity of the Philippines President Jose Abueva regarding 
the formation of a special commission which would 
study possible economic alternatives. 


The study, mandated by a pending bill in the Senate, 
would proceed from the premise that the bases agree- 
ment would not be renewed. 


The U.S.’s inability to increase compensation for the 
bases is expected to lead to new alignments in the Senate 
over the antinuclear weapons bill. 


Senators who have expressed misgivings over tne bill 
said its passage « \u ? render the bases useless, cause the 
premature termiiat.c the MBA and deprive the 
country of earnings it badly needs for economic recov- 


ery. 


Sen Ernesto Maceda, chairman of the Senate defense 
committee, which, along with the foreign relations com- 
mittee, sponsored the anti-nuclear weapons bill, has said 
that without a higher compensation for the bases, the 
U.S. should not even think of retaining its facilities here 
beyond 1991. 


The Senate will start a series of caucuses next week to 
take up amendments to the anti-nuclear weapons bill. It 
expects to vote on the bill before the close of the first 
regular session on June 10. 


Some senators reportedly favor altering the definition of 
nuclear weapons and of the national territory to make 
these more flexible. Sen. John Osmena has said he would 
propose the inclusion of a provision requiring a referen- 
dum for the enforcement of the bill. 


But Sen. Aquilino Pimentel, Sen. Wigberto Tanada’s 
coauthor of the bill, said he would oppose Osmena’s 
referendum proposal. 
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He also opposed a reported move to adopt a provision of 
the Spanish Treaty with the U.S. prohibiting the pres- 
ence of nuclear weapons only on Spanish soil. 


He said the adoption of a similar provision would go 
against the constitutional definition of Philippine terri- 


tory. 


The Constitution defines the national territory to 
include not only the soil, but also the air, the waters and 
seabeds surrounding it. 


Negotiators Say Bases Talks ‘Making Progress’ 
HK2305 102988 Hong Kong AFP in English 0908 GMT 
23 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 23 (AFP)}—U.S. and Philippine 
negotiators said here Monday they were making progress 
in talks on the future of U.S. military bases in the 
Philippines amid reports that the talks were on the verge 
of collapsing. 


“There is progress in the talks,” Philippine panel spokes- 
man Leonides Caday told a news conference after nego- 
tiations resumed Monday. 


Press reports have spoken of an insurmountable dead- 
lock on key issues, topped by the Philippines’ request for 
increased U.S. rent for the bases. 


Mr. Caday said the talks, which began in early April, 
were expected to end as scheduled in July, adding: “We 
haven’t had any idea” of a collapse in the negotiations. 


U.S. panel spokeswoman Mary Yates said progress could 
be expected as long as the panels continued to meet. 


A joint statement by the two panels Monday cited a 
“fruitful exchange of views and closer examination of 
issues.” 


Manila is seeking more money for the use of Clark Air 
Base and Subic Naval Base, the largest U.S. military 
overseas installations. Washington has pledged to pay 
180 million dollars a year until 1989. The current lease 
ends in 1991. 


Manila has hinted that it wants at least a billion dollars 
for the last two years of the lease. Diplomats say an 
extension of the lease could hinge largely on whether 
budget-strapped Washington can pay more. 


Allegations of U.S. pressure on Manila to keep the bases 
and a bill in the Philippine Senate banning all nuclear 
weapons and visits by nuclear-capable vessels and air- 
craft have also clouded the talks, observers said. 


Washington neither confirms nor denies the presence of 
nuclear weapons anywhere but says a ban would limit 
the effectiveness of the bases. 
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Manila is also demanding access to secret sections of the 
U.S. facilities and jurisdiction over criminal acts com- 
mitted by U.S. servicemen, who are often reassigned 
abroad when they run afoul of local laws. 


Agreement Reached on Nuclear-Powered Vessels 
BK2205115688 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1000 GMT 23 May 88 


[Text] The Senate today agreed to exclude nuclear- 
powered or nuclear-capable vessels from the provisions 
of the antinuclear weapons bill now under consideration 
in the Senate. The majority of Senators also agreed 
however, to change the base provision banning vessels 
armed with nuclear weapons from entering any Philip- 
pine port. They reached the agreement during a focus on 
the bill presided over by Senate President Jovito Salonga 
with a view to finding ways to speed up approval offered 
by Senator Wigberto Tanada. The bill will be the subject 
of interpellations on the Senate floor starting tomorrow. 


Further on ‘Compromise’ 
HK2305111888 Hong Kong AFP in English 1042 GMT 
23 May 88 


[Excerpt] Manila, May 23 (AFP)—Senators discussing 
an anti-nuclear bil! said Monday they had agreed to 
permit visits by nuclear-capable and nuclear-powered 
vessels and aircraft in the Philippines provided these did 
not carry nuclear warheads. 


The decision, announced after a caucus that included 
lone opposition Senator Juan Ponce Enrile, toned down 
a bill that would have banned visits by all nuclear vesse!s 
even when not carrying warheads, a senator said. 


An absolute ban on the installation of nuclear weapons 
remained in the bill, primarily directed at U.S. bases, 
Clark Air Base and Subic Naval Base, which many 
Filipinos suspect are storage or transshipment points for 
nuclear warheads. 


The Senate compromise came as U.S. and Philippine 
negotiators dismissed reports that talks on the future of 
the bases had collapsed over issues including Manila’s 
demand for higher rent and the planned nuclear ban. 


Washington neither confirms nor denies the presence of 
nuclear weapons but strongly opposes the bill, saying it 
would erode the bases’ effectiveness. 


“I feel happy and a little bit sad at the same time,” 
ruling-party Senator Wigberto Tanada, the bill’s chief 
author and the country’s most influential anti-nuclear 
advocate, told reporters. 


He lamented the deletion of the provision banning 
nuclear-powered and nuclear-capable aircraft and ves- 
sels but said “the main purpose and objective” —to ban 
nuclear weapons from the country—remained intact. 
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He said vessels and aircraft would be searched and 
banned from Philippine soil, airspace and territorial 
waters if nuclear warheads were found aboard. 


Philippine military officials earlier said they lacked the 
expertise and equipment to carry out verification. 


Asked how Manila would check for nuclear warheads, 
Mr. Tanada said “we can build that up as time passes” 
and said they could get assistance from other countries, 
which he did not name. 


U.S. and Philippine negotiators said Monday they were 
making progress in talks on the future of the bases. 
[passage omitted] 


Further on Spanish Delegation’s Visit 


U.S. Bases Discussed 
LD2105093488 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0600 GMT 20 May 88 


[Excerpts] At a ceremony held just 2 hours ago in the 
Manila Senate, Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
spoke about the further encounter which this visit to the 
Philippines represents, a further encounter of two coun- 
tries, the prime minister said, with a common history, a 
history which contains the errors of colonization but also 
shared values. The current meeting, he said, is that of 
two countries with many similarities including that, at 
present, of living in democracy. 


Our country’s political support was the dominant theme 
of the speech by Prime Minister Gonzalez to represen- 
tatives of the two Philippine chambers. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Prior to his visit to the Philippine Senate, the Spanish 
prime minister had an hour-long meeting with President 
Corazon Aquino, while the ministers of foreign affairs 
and economy and finance had meetings with their coun- 
terparts. We know that at their meeting Fernandez 
Ordonez and his counterpart Manglapus spoke about the 
role which our country could play as a member of the 
European Community and as the forthcoming president 
of the EEC in the first 6 months of 1989 in order to act 
as the vehicle of ideas and programs from the Philip- 
pines. They discussed the situation as regards the nego- 
tiations for the renewal of the agreement on the U.S. 
Clarke and Subic Bay bases, the most important bases 
outside U.S. territory. They also discussed the forthcom- 
ing conference of countries where democracy has been 
restored, a conference which will be held in June here in 
Manila and which will be attended by a Spanish delega- 
tion led by Secretary of State Luis Yanez. 
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Social Security Pact Signed 
HK2105023988 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in English 
0220 GMT 21 May 88 


{Official statement from Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus on the signing of social security convention 
between the Philippines and Spain”—announcer read] 


[Text] The convention on social security between Spain 
and the Philippines which Minister Ordonez and I have 
just signed today manifests the mutual concerns shared 
by the two countries over the welfare of their citizens 
working overseas. The implementation of this conven- 
tion will bring to the thousands of Filipinos working in 
Spain and more than a thousand Spanish nationals 
working in the Philippines the full benefits provided for 
by the social security laws and regulations of the two 
countries. 


Talks Called ‘Stimulating’ 
HK2105075588 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0725 GMT 21 May 88 


[Text] Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno announced the 
president’s comments on her talks with visiting Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez which lasted for one 
hour and 28 minutes. Here is Press Secretary Benigno 
reading the president’s statement. 


[Begin recording in English] The talks were marked by 
cordiality and free-wheeling exchange of views. 


Here is the president’s statement: 


President Gonzalez and I had a very stimulating conver- 
sation yesterday morning, sharing insights on the spirit 
of our peoples in restoring our democratic institutions. | 
expressed to him the gratitude of the Philippines for the 
moral support of the Spanish nation in our unprece- 
dented revolution and I am gratified that the Filipino 
people may rely on continuous Spanish support, not only 
during our period of adjustment and stabilization, but in 
the future. [end recording] 


Dinner Speeches Exchanged 
LD2105095188 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1800 GMT 20 May 88 


[Text] The second day of the official visit by Felipe 
Gonzalez to the Philippines ended with a dinner in his 
honor hosted by President Corazon Aquino. The Philip- 
pine president used our language to address the Spanish 
prime minister in the after-dinner speeches, a language 
which is no longer an official language in the archipelago 
following the approval of the new Constitution, but 
which forms part of this Asian country’s deepest cultural 
tradition, said Cory Aquino, who devoted most of her 
speech to describing another link between the two states: 
that of belonging to a community of nations which have 

recovered democracy after a long period of dictatorship: 
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[Begin Aquino recording] At last Spain and the Philip- 
pines are once again together under the same roof of 
pluralist liberty. The visit by Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez honors us and, similarly, comforts us 
because he comes here from the recently restored Span- 
ish democracy at the head of the government which 
scarcely 10 years ago had to experience the throes and 
triumphs of the democratic transition. [end recording] 


Corazon Aquino recalled that in June a meeting will be 
held in Manila of countries which have recovered 
democracy, a meeting attended by | 4 delegations includ- 
ing one from Spain and one at which they will talk about 
their different experiences. Following the welcome given 
by Corazon Aquino, who toasted Spain and King Juan 
Carlos, the Spanish prime minister spoke about the 
errors of colonization which, he said, have to be admit- 
ted, but which should also serve to recall the positive 
aspects of the Spanish presence in this country. After 
also recalling the recent Spanish and current Philippine 
efforts to consolidate the democratic system, Felipe 
Gonzalez spoke about the role which our country can 
play as a member of the EEC in order to deepen the 
relations between the 12 and the Manila government, 
but, according to Felipe Gonzalez, Spain is also commit- 
ted to an improvement in bilateral relations and to 
supporting the economic efforts of the Philippines: 


[Begin Gonzalez recording] In the framework of our 
bilateral relations Spain wants to participate insofar as it 
is able in the economic development on which the 
Philippines has embarked. I hope that this joint effort 
will constitute the beginning of a new policy of cooper- 
ation between our two countries. [end recording] 


Gonzalez Holds News Conference 
HK2105071988 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in English 
0230 GMT 21 May 88 


[Press conference held by Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez for foreign and local newsmen at Kalayaan 
Hall, Malacanang; Gonzalez and unidentified reporters 
in Spanish with superimposed English translation—live] 


[Text] [Gonzalez] Good morning, I would like to thank 
you for your presence here today in this press confer- 
ence. I would like to begin by expressing my satisfaction, 
on my behalf and also on behalf of my delegation, on this 
first visit to the Philippines, which I think is a very 
important historical encounter for both countries. 


I have had the pleasure of having several interviews with 
President Aquino, and I have also met with Philippine 
congressmen and representatives. There has also been 
many different working groups and delegations working 
together and they are continuing now, with the ministry 
of foreign affairs and the ministry of finance, in different 
matters of cooperation including culture. 
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On political aspect, I would like to underline two aspects: 
one is On multilateral basis, including the meeting which 
is going to take place among countries which have 
recently recovered democracy. And the second aspect 
which I would like to point out is the relationship 
between the EEC and the ASEAN, and on this, Spain has 
an important role as Spain is going to hold the chairman- 
ship in the European community. 


The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain has received 
information from the Philippines about the conflict of 
Kampuchea and about the possible (?cocktail party). 


From the political point of view, bilateral relations 
involve communication of understanding and solidarity 
with the Philippine community. 


Cooperation and analysis of economic problems occu- 
pied a very important part of our conversations. We 
have discussed the problem of the foreign debts and the 
representation of this in the Club of Paris as well as the 
relations which could be established and enhanced 
between the European Economic Community and the 
ASEAN. And Spain will cooperate in this multilateral 
plan for development of the Philippines and to promote 
this before the EEC. 


From bilateral point of view, we have also touched the 
issue of relaunching trade between our two countries, 
and Spain will seek to encourage and promote and try to 
interest Spanish businessmen into investing in the Phil- 
ippines. 


The importance of this can be seen as $70 million has 
been offered for this year, most of them for export- 
import financing and general assistance for specific 
projects. This, of course, | am talking about a type of 
credit loan. 


Education, health, as well as equipment of small- and 
medium-sized companies and entrepreneurial compa- 
nies form a very important part of this credit program. 


I will not go into the details. I would like to say that we 
have reached an economic and industrial agreement 
which will serve as the foundation to relaunch the 
economic relations between our two countries. And we 
have decided on the creation of a joint committee for 
trade and for this purpose, which we think should 
include representation from the private sector. 


I would like to remind, of course, that the Philippines is 
going to participate in the 1992 universal exposition in 
Sevilla. 


And that Spain will help to preserve and restore cultural 
patrimony in the Philippines. 
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Within the framework of the Philippine cooperation and 
contribution on the cultural aspect, we are willing and we 
want to enhance, to promote knowledge of the Spanish 
language, and in this we are going to help provide 
audio-visual programs. 


We have also signed an agreement on social security in 
the hope that it will facilitate the integration and legal- 
ization of the Filipino community who is living and 
working in Spain. 


And we are also holding talks for an agreement on 
cooperation in tourism. 


I would also like to end this statement by saying that the 
task the Philippines has undertaken in establishing, in 
stabilizing democracy through dialogue and tolerance, 
for us, is fundamental and of extreme importance. 


And as Spanish Democrats, we believe that dialogues 
and doing away with violence will help strengthen the 
establishment and development of Philippine democ- 
racy. 


Thank you. 


[Reporter] Mr President, I would like to ask this ques- 
tion. [question indistinct] 


[Gonzalez] No, we have not talked about regional facil- 
ities. We belong to very different areas. We have not 
touched on this question. The second question: There 
has not been any talks about selling or bringing [passage 
indistinct]. 


[Reporter] We would like to find out if your foreign 
secretary or any of your dialogue members have had 
occasion to be consulted on the Spanish formula regard- 
ing the possible permission to allow nuclear-capable or 
nuclear-armed vessels to call port in the foreign military 
bases. It is a very important issue now in the Philippine 
Senate. 


[Gonzalez] There has been a general exchange of infor- 
mation without getting into matters or into very impor- 
tant conversations as this is something which corre- 
sponds to each country. 


[Reporter] Good morning, Mr President. I would like to 
ask whether you have any plans for trade expansion with 
the Philippines, and if so, when will this take place, and 
whether it will take place on a bilateral basis or a 
multilateral basis? 


[Gonzalez} On bilateral basis, we have created a joint 
commission to analyze the trade relations between Spain 
and the Philippines. As for the other mechanisms, I 
already answered this question before. And on the mul- 
tilateral basis, as we belong to the EEC, we will be able to 
present the Philippine position with regard the EEC in 
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order that it receives the same treatment as other coun- 
tries and the same preferences as the other countries with 
regards the import-export of Philippine products. 


[Marquez] Good morning, Mr Prime Minister. My name 
is Romeo Marquez and I am working with the German 
news agency in Manila. I have only one question: What 
type of cooperation do you envision with the Philippines 
under the multilateral plan being initiated by the United 
States? 


[Gonzalez] Yes, we have considered this multilateral 
plan as cooperation with the Philippines. We are going to 
cooperate in this way through the European Economic 
Community and with the European Economic Commu- 
nity, and as a country, we will contribute all possible 
efforts into this plan. Concerning the European Com- 
munity’s desire, we think that it will not be difficult to 
gain its support on this multilateral cooperation. But if it 
were not so, Spain will still contribute on its own as a 
country. 


[Salcedo] Gabby Salcedo for Radio Veritas. Good morn- 
ing, sir. If Spain is willing to participate in the U.S.- 
sponsored $10 billion mini-Marshall program, the eco- 
nomic program for the Philippines, will Spain anchor its 
participation on the future of U.S. military bases in the 
country as one of the conditions for joining the program? 


[Gonzalez] Well, here, we have to consider that we are 
talking about two very different matters. One is the 
bilateral relations between the United States and the 
Philippines, and this is exclusively the responsibility of 
the United States and the Philippines. Within the mul- 
tilateral basis and cooperation, we are going to cooperate 
in this project, this plan for the development and recov- 
ery of the Philippine economic development. But as a 
country, I cannot, of course, give my opinions on bilat- 
eral questions between Spain and the United States. 


[Paredes] Joel Paredes, MALAYA. Sir, did you share 
with President Aquino the Spanish government’s expe- 
rience in handling the U.S. bases in Spain and what was 
the response? 


[Gonzalez] Yes, I reiterate that we have only touched 
this issue on very general way. Of course, I understand 
that you are interested in being acquainted with the 
Spanish position in this aspect. I will explain it further. 
When democracy was restored in Spain more than a 
decade ago, bilateral defense relations with the United 
States was not put into question, was not questioned by 
any political parties in Spain. From the Communist 
Party to the most conservative parties, we all understand 
that the maintenance of the status quo does not hinder 
the situation of the establishment. The questioning and 
the negotiations with regards the U.S. military presence 
in Spain only came up when Spain became part of the 
Atlantic alliance, the NATO. That is to say, after 1982. 
Only in being acquainted with this information can we 
understand the Spanish situation. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


{[Morilos} Good morning, Mr President. | am Jun 
Morilos from Bombo Radio-Philippines. If you can bear 
with us with this line of questioning because, you know, 
U.S. bases are a very emotional issue right now. How do 
Spain and the United States regard the compensation for 
the use of bases? Is it regarded as a form of assistance or 
a form of rent? And if you will allow me, will you 
reiterate your perceptions about how you feel having a 
U.S. military base in your country? 


[Gonzalez] In the first place, the situation in Spain has 
changed from the beginning of our relations. In the 
beginning, it has a certain character of a loan, of ai_.ital. 
Now it is different. It has gone to a bilateral relations 
between two democratic countries, between two democ- 
racies. For example, we can say that the new agreement 
does not foresee any specific help from the United States 
to Spain. But, of course, I have to reiterate that to 
understand Spain’s position, we have to take into 
account that it belongs to a defense block, the North 
Atlantic alliance, with which it has to fulfill its respon- 
sibilities. The situation is similar to that of Italy, Nor- 
way, and any other European countries which are mem- 
bers of the Atlantic alliance. 


[Carpio] Mr President, good morning. I am Sonia Carpio 
from Eagle Broadcasting Corporation DZHE. This is not 
part of the issue about the military bases of America in 
the Philippines. This is about the Spanish language in the 
educational set-up in the country. You said a while ago 
that you will encourage the promotion of Spanish lan- 
guage in the country. The Philippine studentry has 
clamored for the abolition of the Spanish language in the 
Philippine education curriculum, and appealed through 
demonstrations and rallies that the Spanish language not 
be a compulsory subject, especially in colleges. Will your 
trade relations with the Philippines affect or give a 
drastic change in the Philippines educational system? 


[Gonzalez] No, of course, we cannot see this aspect as it 
being compulsory or not. I think that would be absurd. 
The question is that Spanish language is not a question 
that concerns only Spain; it is something that surpasses 
our border, that surpasses our country. It is not limited 
exclusively to Spain. It is a language that is growing all 
over the world. The people who speak this language are 
increasing as no Other group speaking another language 
is doing so today. We have to take into consideration the 
Latin American continent, and for example, in North 
America, there are more than 30 million people who 
speak Spanish. And I think that for us who love our 
language, we do not think that this should be an obliga- 
tion. One does not learn a language through an obliga- 
tion because one is obliged, but because one needs to 
learn that language, because one wants to learn that 
language and that it is deemed useful. And we think that 
that is what should be needed, that should be promoted. 
Young Filipinos who learn Spanish are not learning an 
old and antique relic. They will be learning a live 
language which will be a working instrument for them in 

the future. si hihi 
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[Reporter] Good morning, Mr President. I would like to 
ask some questions about your earlier intervention at the 
beginning of this conference. You talked about the needs 
of having a dialogue, how necessary it is to strengthen, to 
restore democracy, and that this cannot be done through 
violence. In this context, I would like to know if through 
your talks, you have touched the issue of organized plans 
to combat violence, for example, as in the case of Spain, 
and if it has been compared and studied with the 
situation of the guerillas here in the Philippines. I would 
also like to know that apart from these agreements 
already mentioned, was there any other agreement in 
other issues, such as the extention of airlines linking the 
two capitals? 


[Gonzalez] Concerning the first question, no, it has not 
been discussed here in our conversations. We think we 
cannot make comparative analysis in this issue. It is very 
difficult to establish this. I think that in many cases, this 
evolution from authoritarianism to democracy, I think, 
would require one to be very tolerant and work towards 
elimination of violence in this process. 


About the other specific agreements you talked about, | 
am not sure whether you referred to economic terms, 
such as avoiding double taxation, etc. | am not sure of 
the question. I think you are referring to economic 
matters. Yes, there are a couple of things that fall in the 
general agreement. There are other projects such as 
development aid. For example, we have this agreement 
of possible link with Iberia and our businessmen have 
been working on this. I think there could be concrete and 
specific results. 


{De Carpio] Good morning, I am Isagani de Carpio from 
ASAHI SHIMBUN, Japan. Sir, what is the U.S.-Spanish 
agreement on nuclear weapons and nuclear-powered 
weapons, and what do you think are the advantages or 
disadvantages of this policy for Spain? 


[Gonzalez] I am not sure if we can treat the subject of 
defense in terms of advantages of any other kind, which 
are just those of shared security. The Spanish govern- 
ment in 1982, that is to say, the previous government, 
not the present one, signed the Washington agreement, 
and the Spanish government ratified this agreement. So, 
Spain became a part of the Atlantic Alliance like many 
other countries such as France, Great Britain, Norway, 
Italy, Canada, etc. Furthermore, apart from its condi- 
tions as member of the alliance, Spain, like other mem- 
bers of the alliance, has bilateral relations and agree- 
ments with the United States. And this bilateral 
agreement is conditioned, and forgive me for repeating 
myself again, by our conditions of cooperation and 
membership to the Atlantic alliance. For example, Spain 
has signed agreement on non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, therefore it commits itself to not producing 
nuclear weapons. For example, Spain, the same as Nor- 
way and the other countries of Europe, does not allow 
the installation and fabrication of nuclear arms in its 
territory. We are partners of the same defense pact as 
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France which has its own nuclear weapons or Italy which 
has deployed missiles which have been subject of the 
agreement during the talks between Gorbachev and 
Reagan. And whatever the participation of Spain is 
within the Atlantic alliance—as there are different ways 
and conditions of belonging to the Atlantic alliance, we 
are fully committed and we are responsible as any 
member state of the alliance for the defense of the area 
covered. 


[Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno] Now, Mr Gonzalez is 
going to answer the last question. 


[Benet] Jean Francois Benet, AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE. Good morning, Mr President. Hundreds of 
thousands of peasants in the Philippines depend heavily 
on the continuing export of this country of coconut oil on 
world market, and especially in Europe. Since Spain is 
going to have the presidency and has on her own 
hundreds of thousands of olive oil workers, could you 
guarantee the Philippines continuous support of vegeta- 
ble oil without tax in the European market? 


[Gonzalez] In the first place, I would like to say that 
these products are not competitive with the Spanish 
product. In any event, even if they were, our position will 
still be the same. Secondly, our task within this commu- 
nity 's to try to balance or get equitable treatment with 
regards to the community with countries such as the 
Philippines and, as we also do, with Latin America. We 
have countries such as France and Great Britain whose 
commerce is characterized by special relationships and 
special favors. For example, the countries exporting 
palm oil have to pay 2.5 percent duty in the export, while 
the Philippines has paid 7 percent duty. What we are 
trying to do is to impose equality in the duties to be paid. 


[Reporter] I would like the president to please explain 
what the interest of Spain in Southeast Asia, especially in 
commercial terms. I would like to know if it is the same 
when Spain first arrived in the Philippines, whether it 
intends to expand its commercial trade with the base in 
the Philippines. 


[Gonzalez] I think our interest in Southeast Asia is like 
that of any other European countries because we all 
understand and we all feel that it is a region with very 
great potentials for economic development and growth. 
And like the other countries, we are also interested in 
establishing relations in order to become a partner in 
making this economic development a reality. For exam- 
ple, our economic relations with Indonesia at the 
moment are much more important than that with the 
Philippines. I think we all know that this problem is of a 
historical nature. As I said yesterday, we have lived this 
encounter in history. However, I think our three centu- 
ries of common history has to help us overcome this, and 
to reach a moment of re-encounter. I think this is more 
than just a sentimental feeling. | think now is the 
moment when we are living this situation and we shouid 
use this opportunity for the re-encounter. 
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Thank you very much for your presence here. [applause] 


Gonzalez Ends Visit 


HK2205022488 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0200 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez left at 
0930 this morning for Spain after a 4-day official visit 
highlighted by the extension of a $70-million loan to the 
Philippines. The two countries also agreed to expand 
trade relations, with Spain promising to encourage more 
Spanish investments here. Furthermore, an agreement 
entitled the Convention on Social Security was signed by 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus and Spanish 
Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez-Ordonez, provid- 
ing more protection to thousands of Filipino workers in 
Spain and to more than | ,000 Spanish nationals living in 
the Philippines. 


Gonzalez promised to support a proposed $10-billion 
aid program for the Philippines and to urge other mem- 
ber states of the EEC to do the same. 


General Thinks BBC Involved in Albay Ambush 
HK2305092888 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 23 May 88 


[Text] The Southern Luzon Command chief, General 
Alejandro Galido, still maintains a strong belief that it 
was British Broadcasting Corporation personnel who 
covered the ambush in Guinobatan, Albay, where | 1 
soldiers were killed last year. 


[Begin recording in English] The recommendation there 
is [words indistinct] if there is involvement, and if we 
found them to be true, that they were really instrumental 
in urging the NPA here to stage ambushes and raids, I 
think our government should do something to stop the 
foreign media from coming and meddling in our internal 
affairs. [end recording] 


Guerrilla Denies Ambush Staged for For. igners 
HK2305 113788 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 23 May 88 


[Text] A female NPA rebel disclosed that Lieutenant 
Felix Brawner III was the real target of the NPA ambush 
in Guinobatan, Albay last February. GMA News was 
able to interview Gemma Magalona, alias Ka [Comrade] 
Irene, in Camp Ibalon where she has been under deten- 
tion since her surrender to the authorities on 2 May. 


Magalona recounted that the land mines used in the 
ambush were supplied by the foreigners who were also 
present during the ambush. They included two women 
and three men, ali Caucasians. The ambush was planned 
for two weeks and was not staged for the benefit of the 


foreign visitors. 
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[Begin Magalona recording] My companions really 
wanted to kill the general’s son. They were very angry at 
him because one of our companions who escaped from 
prison claimed that the general’s son had kicked him. He 
wanted revenge and the ambush was the answer. [end 
recording] 


Meanwhile, the 8th Scout Rangers Company claimed 
that it has pictures of foreigners accompanying the NPA 
rebels. The film was recovered last December, three 
months before the Guinobatan ambush. 


According to Captain Roland de Tabali, the pictures 
confirmed that there were foreigners with the NPA 
rebels; they may not be newsmen but people from foreign 
groups supporting the CPP-NPA. 


[Begin De Tabali recording in English] The NPA rebels 
call them expos or exposures. And we got hold of several 
documents before, indicating that. these foreigners come 
from countries which are members of organizations like 
the Communist Workers League. Some were even mem- 
bers of the PLO. [end recording] 


Palace Guard Kills 10 in Taguig Rampage 
HK2305050188 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 23 May 88 


{Text} Authorities are searching for a marine sergeant 
detailed tc the Presidential Security Guard [PSG] in 
Malacanang, who killed eight civilians and two military 
men when he weni on a rampage last Saturday night in 
Signal Village, Taguig, Metro Manila. 


Taguig Police Chief Major Alfredo Hernandez identified 
the soldier who went amuck as Marine Sergeant Marcial 
(Contawi), who was assigned to the PSG and lives at 
Purok 2, Zone-3, Signal Village. 


Those killed were Sergeant Jesus (Ebo) of the Philippine 
Marines, his wife Marenciana, 20-year-old Fernando 

23-year-old Jovita Maravilla, Ben Villamor, 
Alfredo Tirado, Letlet Oradies, Lynlyn Oradies, Frisco 
Mistal, and Sergeant Manuel Pabay. 


The Eastern Command of the Capital Command has 
warned that (Contawi) is in possession of a combat 
fatigue uniform dating from his former posting in Min- 
danao. The report also added that Contawi is a sharp- 
shooter and was educated in the United States. 


Manhunt Mounted for Guard 
HK2305043588 Hong Kong AFP in English 0414 GMT 
23 May 88 


{Text} Manila, May 23 (AFP)}—Philippie security 
forces have mounted a manhunt for a member of Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino’s guard who went berserk here 
over the weekend killing 10 people, including three 
children, police said Monday. 
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Marine Sergeant Marcial Contawi of the elite Presidental 
Security Group (PSG) escaped with his wife and children 
after Saturday’s carnage, Maniia security chief Brigadier 
General Alexander Aguirre said in a report. 


Sgt. Contawi is now being hunted by elite troops and 
police, the report said. 


The PSG is made up of men selected from the navy, 
marines, army, air force and national police and is 
entrusted with the protection of the president, her family 
and visiting foreign dignitaries. 


The slayings occurred in a housing area for enlisted men 
in nearby Taguig town off Fort Bonifacio, site of the 
army and marine h:adquarters, the report said. 


St. Contawi first killed two construction workers he was 
drinking with in another marine’s house with a .45 
caliber pistol, the report said. 


He cpened fire with his M-16 assault rifle on the occu- 
pants of a nearby house, killing seven people instantly 
and wounding a Marine corporal who later died in 
hospital, the report said. 


Press reports here described Sgt. Contawi as a battle- 
scarred soldier who recently returned from a combat 
zone. 


Officials of the PSG and the presidential palace had no 
comment. 


Victims Number 12 
HK2305072988 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 May 88 pp 1, 10 


[By correspondent Julie Javellana] 


[Text] A drinking session ended in a massacre Saturday 
evening when a Marine sergeant detailed with the Pres- 
idential Security Group (PSG) went on a shooting ram- 
page in two places in Taguig, killing 12 people, three of 
them children. 


The presumed killer has gone into hiding. 


Police said the suspect, Sgt. Marciano Cantaoe, first shot 
three men with whom he was drinking at a soldier’s 
house in Purok 11, Zone 3, Signal Village in Taguig. 


He then moved to another part of the barangay and 
attacked nine other people. 


Killed were Fernando Carandang, Jovito Marabelia, a 
certain Sergeant Babay, Alfredo Terrada, Benjamin Vil- 
lamor, Marine Sgt. Jesus Ebo, Emerciano Ebo, Eliseo 
Jordias and his three daughters Letlet, 11; Lenlen, 8, and 
Milyn, |, and a certain Junior. 
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Residents of the village told police Cantaoe fled with his 
family after the rampage. 


They said he was armed with an M-16 Armalite rifle and 
a bandolier of bullets strung around his body. 


In their report, police investigators said Cantaoe is 
detailed with the PSG. 


They were still trying to determine the motive for the 
massacre, although they suspected it was a personal 
grudge against Eliseo Jordias, described by residents as 
an ex-convict. 


The suspect is a Purok leader in the area and has 
reportedly just returned from schooling abroad. 


The investigators said Cantaoe was drinking with friends 
at the house of Sgt. Jesus Dalupay in Purok 11 at around 
6:45 p.m. when the group got into a heated argument. 


Apparently angered, Cantaoe took his .45 caliber service 
pistol and fired at his drinking companions, killing on 
the spot Carandang and Marabeila and mortally wound- 
ing Babay. 


Cantaoe then went to the Jordiases’ house in Purok 12, 
Zone 3, Signal Village, eight blocks away. There he 
mowed down with his M-16 rifle Terrada, Villamor, 
Sergeant Ebo, Emerciano Ebo, the Jordias girls Letlet 
and Lenlen, and Junior, who was a visitor at that time. 


Eliseo Jordias and his daughter Milyn were critically 
wounded and died later in a hospital in Makati. 


Terrado, Villamor, the two Ebos and Letlet and Lenlen 
died on the spot. Babay and Junior were seriously 
wounded and died on arrival at the hospital. 


Police investigators said they were informed of the 
shooting rampage at 8:30 p.m. Saturday by a certain 
Bautista of the Capital Regional Command (Capcom). 


An investigating team led by Pfc. Pete Abrigo of the 
Taguig Police rushed to the scene. 


They recovered |! empty shells and eight slugs of .45 
caliber bullets at the house of Dalupay. They found 37 
empty M-1!6 shells at the house of Jordias. 


Soldiers sealed off the village as soon as the investigators 
got there. Residents were not allowed to leave the area. 
Until yesterday, the area was crawling with military men. 


23 May 1968 


Sitthi Says Prem’s USSR Talks ‘Successful’ 
BK2205 135688 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 20 May 88 


(“Special report”) 

{Text} Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshai [ACM] Sitthi 
Sawetsila returned from the Soviet Union on 19 May. He 
told a news conference upon his arrival that Prime 


Minister General Prem Tinsulanon’s visit io the Soviet 
Union was successful beyond expectations. 


He reported that the meeting between the Thai and 
Soviet prime ministers was cordial. The two reported to 
each other on the economic situation in their respective 
new Soviet policies of glasnost and perestroyka aimed at 
bringing progress to the Soviet Union. He said successful 
implementation of the new Soviet policies depends on 
global peace. The foreign minister said Gen Prem Tin- 
sulanon hailed the agreement between the Soviet Union 
and the United States on the elimination of intermediate 
nuclear missiles and hoped that the coming U.S.-Soviet 
summit in Moscow next month will be successful and 
result in agreements on several issues. Gen Prem Tinsu- 
lanon also (?praised) the Soviet policy expounded in 
Vladivostok as pertaining to a new (?feature), considered 
by ASEAN countries as being more constructive. He also 
Afghanistan. 

The two leaders discussed the Cambodian conflict in 
detail. They agreed that the solution to the Cambodian 
problem must be achieved by political means. Vietnam- 
ese troops must be withdrawn from Cambodia and a 
national reconciliation government be established. 
There might be differences in the approaches to solve the 
Cambodian conflict, but the Soviet Union promised to 
help arrange for negotiations with a view to achieving 
peace in the region. The Soviet Union said it will raise 
the issue with Vietnam. 


ACM Sitthi Sawetsila said he also discussed the Cambo- 
dian confbict with Soviet Foreign .Ainister Shevard- 
nadze, with whom he met for about an hour and a half. 


Thailand that it is too long to wait for Vietnam to 
withdraw its troops from Cambodia in 1990, and that 
there could be no genuine peace by that time. For them, 
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timetable of Vietnamese troop withdrawal from Cambo- 
dia and the deadline of the pullout. He said the agree- 
ment on Cambodia would use the agreement on Afghan- 
istan as an example. Th: Soviet Union agreed to his 
proposal. 


ACM Sitthi Sawetsila said the Soviet Union thinks that, 
not only Indonesia, but also Thailand should play a vita! 
role in the settlement of the Cambodian conflict. The 
Soviet Union wanted him to have another meeting with 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach. ACM 
Sitthi agreed to the Soviet request, saying he would be 
able to meet him after the general elections in Thailand. 


The Thai foreign minister reported that economic mat- 


have been reached pointing to an 
improvement in bilateral trade and investment in the 
future. Two agreements have been signed; namely, the 
agreement on bilateral consultations between the Thai 
and Soviet Foreign Ministries, and the agreement on 
scientific and technological cooperation. 


Thai Prime Minister Gen Prem Tinsulanon also held a 
tary Mikhail Gorbachev. The Soviet leader expressed a 
wish to see collaboration and cooperation among all 
countries in the world so that peace on earth can be 


Secretary Gorbachev was carried out in a friendly and 
cordial atmosphere. The Soviet Union has gained a 
better understanding of Thailand. It has given Thailand 
an especially warm welcome. 


Daily Welcomes Soviet Help on Cambodian Issue 
BK2105010988 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
21 May 88 p 8 


[NATION editorial: “Soviet Positive Involvement Is 
Timely and Most Welcome”) 


[Text] The Soviets will not find a better opportunity to 
improve relations with countries in the Asia-Pacifi- 
region than right now. And by agreeing to assist in 
organizing an international conference on Kampuchea, 
they indicate that they are willing and ready to play a 
positive role in Southeast Asia. 


The Soviet military withdrawal from Afghanistan, which 
began on Sunday, showed that Generai Secretary Mik- 
hail Gorbachev is serious about his Viadivostok doctrine 
of resolving regional conflicts to reduce military confron- 
tation and intensify cooperation for mutual benefits. 


FBIS-EAS-88-099 
23 May 1988 


Kampuchea will be his second test case, albeit a rela- 
tively much easier one when compared with Afghani- 
stan. 


Moscow will not have to admit any mistake in the 
Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea. Hanoi has 
repeatedly acknowledged that the cost of its venture in 
gains its hoped to reap when it sent troops to invade the 
country in December 1979. 


Hanoi has unilaterally set 1990 as the deadline for a 
complete withdrawal of over 100,000 Vietnamese troops 
in Moscow this week agreed that there should be a 
political settlement before 1990 so that Kampuchea 
would have peace and stability after all the Vietnamese 
troops have left. Thus came the idea to hold an interna- 
tional conference, possibly in Jakarta in late July, to 
discuss the Kampuchean probiem. 


Soviet leaders have also agreed to try to urge their 
Vietnamese counterparts to consider attending the inter- 
national conference. This, in itself, is a welcome change 
in the Soviet attitude, which used to be impassive toward 
ASEAN’s calls for Soviet positive involvement. 


Hanoi has consistently contended that it is not a direct 
party to the Kampuchean conflict, and that any talk on 
the conflict should be held between the Hanoi-backed 
regime in Phnom Penh and the Khmer resistance forces. 


Soviet cooperation in organizing the international con- 
ference is necessary to end the political deadlock over 
Kampuchea. Moscow can and must persuade Hanoi tc 
participate in the conference. Without the Vietnamese 
participation, the conference will not be able to discuss a 
settlement plan for Kampuchea in any meaningful way. 


A breakthrough in the deadlock over Kampuchea will 
nese leader Deng Xiaoping has often cited Kampuchea 
as one of the two remaining obstacles in normalization of 
Sino-Soviet relations. 


The other obstacle is the deployment of massive Soviet 
forces along the Sino-Soviet border. Moscow last year 
withdrew a large number of troops from Mongolia in a 
gesture to relax the border tension. The Soviets evidently 
want to improve relations with the Chinese. 


Thailand as well as the other five ASEAN countries are 
waiting for the Soviets to help resolve the Kampuchean 
problem. If the Soviets pass the test on Kampuchea with 
flying colours, they will find more doors in ASEAN 
countries opening to welcome them. More trade and 
cultural exchanges will naturally follow. 


Gorbachev and his colleagues in the Kremlin could not 
have- Overlooked this golden opportunity to befriend 
ASEAN and China while the Reagan administration is 
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preoccupied with the “defection™ of Vice-President 
George Bush and the recaicitrance of Gen Manuel 
Noriega in Panama. A new US admumistration in the 
White House early next year will “rediscover” Southeast 
Asia and find that the US doesn’t have many frien ‘s icft 
in this part of the worid. 

Weeklies Analyze Rumors of ‘Mini Coup’ 
BK220501 1588 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
22 May 88 p 7 

[“Inprint” column: “A “Mini Coup’ in the Making?””] 


[Text] The July 24 genera! election seems destined to be 
a democratic event with a difference as, for the first time, 


post-election situation, despite a “new” that 
is to come into being, will bring about yet another 
impasse, the weekly points out. 


more on the appointment of a new Army commander- 
in-chief, rather than the outcome of the election itself. 
But, the =, noted, —~ movements are as 
“uncertain” as the political game 
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Deputy Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Wanchai 
Ruangtrakun rose to prominence after a group of Army 
top brass marched to the Prime Minister’s residence in a 
show of support for Gen Prem, the weekly said. This 
appears to have stifled Assistant Army Commander-in- 
Chief Gen Phichit Kunlawanit’s hope of rising to the top 
echelons of the Army, it added. 


Footnote: SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN, quoting a 
military analyst, said Army chief Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut has enough support in the Army to stage a coup 
if he so desires. 


Apart from the Army-trained Rangers, Gen Chawalit, 
who is also acting supreme commander, enjoys the 
support of 55 Army battalions throughout the country, 
the weekly said. “In Bangkok alone, his key supporters 
include the Infantry, Calvary, Artillery, Engineering, 
Joint Communications, and Transportation battalions,” 
the analyst reportedly said. 


These battalion commanders are members of the Class 
20 of the Chunlachomklao Military Academy, SIAM 
RAT SAPDA WICHAN said. 


Khukrit Denies King Favors Prem as Premier 
BK2005085988 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
20 May 88 p 20 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Asked by correspondents if 
General Prem Tinsulanon will become prime minister 
again after the next election, M.R. Khukrit Pramot said 
pro-Prem candidates, if they are elected, will support 
Gen Prem as the next prime minister, and he has not 
seen an opposition party which does not support Prem. 
He thinks some opposition parties, if they have a suffi- 
cient number of their candidates elected, may pick Gen 
Prem as prime minister because senior party officials 
want cabinet posts. 


Asked if powers other than those in the political circle 
support Prem as the next prime minister, Khukrit said 
that if the question referred to the military he could not 
answer, adding that Gen Prem himself said he has been 
able to remain prime minister for 8 years because of the 
military's support. 


Asked if the country’s highest institution supports Gen 
Prem, Khukrit said that this is not possible, adding that 
the saying that the king supports Prem is not true. The 
king’s kindness extends to every citizen throughout the 
country, and, for this reason, he is neutral and has no 
bias toward anyone. Those who claim that Prem became 
prime minister because the king favored him are close to 
committing lese majesty because they are saying the king 
is biased. [passage omitted] 
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Khukrit, Chawalit Differ on Stability, Econom 
BK2105014588 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 May 88 p 3 


[Words in italics as published] 


[Text] Former prime minister M.R. Khukrit Pramot said 
yesterday he disagreed with Army Commander Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut’s contention that the country 
should put political stability before economic health. 


“National survival does not depend only on political 
stability,” he said. The country’s main ailment is the 
bread and butter issue and the problem of illiteracy. 


“Political stability can only be achieved when the people 
have enough to eat and are educated,” M.R. Khukrit 
said. 


“The reason certain people have been able to come out 
and do strange things at present is because the people are 
still poor and illiterate. If anyone is to patiwat, he should 
alleviate these two problems,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said he supported legal action against 
members of the self-proclaimed Revolutionary Council 
who organised a public meeting in which they agreed to 
urge the Government to ask His Majesty the King to 
allow it to assume a temporary role as Parliament. 


The veteran politician declined to comment on Prime 
Minister Prem Tinsulanon’s order that Gen Chawalit act 
against the council. 


“I don’t know what Gen Prem’s order is meant to be. 
Perhaps he wants Gen Chawalit to help formally estab- 
lish the council by putting it in writing,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit also remarked on Gen Chawalit’s refer- 
ence to him a prat wikrit (crazy scholar). 


The word wikrii comes from crisis. After a crisis things 
always go back to normal. A prat will always be a prat. I 
know I’m a prat. I'm the main pillar of national democ- 
racy. I’ve never thought there would be any other person 
to compete with me in being a prat,“ said M.R. Khukrit. 


He said he would continue to play politics his way until 
he dies. 


“Who elso play politics in an open manner like me? 
There are only those who want to play but pretend they 
are not. They could not even win a war with Laos, so they 
shouldn't try to argue with me,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said he might be a sadist in making 
remarks calling for a bloody revolution. “But I want to 
know why the one who’s not a sadist decided in the first 
place to start a war with Laos. 
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“How much money was spent in that war, not to 
mention the big concert that was organised for the 
Laotians?” M.R. Khukrit said. 


Chawalit, Delegation Make Trip to Singapore 


Media Ban Imposed on Departure 
BK2105020588 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 May 88 p 3 


[Text] The Supreme Command banned news coverage of 
the departure of Army Commander Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut to Singapore yesterday. 


No reason was given for the ban, which overrode an 
order from the Air Force to give newsmen access. 


The Press had hoped to ask Gen Chawalit to comment 
on Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon’s order from Kiev 
that he act against the Revolutionary Council. 


Supreme Command secretary Major General Suphit 
Wora-uthai ordered the Air Force to bar journalists from 
its premises to cover the departure of and arrival of Gen 
Chawalit. 


Some newsmen who entered the premises with the 
assistance of personal acquaintances and were unaware 
of the ban were reprimanded by military officers, and 
some heated exchanges developed. 


A source said all mernbers of the delegation, including 
Defense Minister Phaniang Kantarat, was checked for 
bombs before boarding the air force plane. 


Gen Chawalit, who returns tomorrow at 9 a.m., is 
leading the delegation which comprises representatives 
of the Army, Navy, Air Force and Supreme Command in 
an exchange visit. 


Accompanying Gen Chawalit were Assistant Army Com- 
mander Gen Suchinda Khraprayun, Navy Chief-of-Staff 
Adm Chat Ditthabanchong, and Air Force Chief-of-Staff 
ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Kan Phimanthip. 


Gen Chawalit’s delegation is scheduled to play golf with 
Singaporean officials today at 8.00 a.m. 


2-Day Trip Ends 22 May 
BK2305011488 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
23 May 88 p 3 


[Text] Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chiayut returned home from a two-day trip to Singapore 
yesterday morning. 


An informed army source said Chawalit and members of 
his delegation led by Defence Minister Phaniang Kanta- 
rat had “fruitful discussions” with Singaporean military 
leaders. 
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Chawalit yesterday avoided reporters who tried to ques- 
tion him about the trip. 


The army chief has been careful with reporters since he 
remarked last Sunday that he was capable of staging a 
coup. 


Gen Book Details Role in Lao Talks 
BK2105024788 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 May 88 p 3 


{Excerpt} Gen Kriangsak Chamanan has finished a book 
outlining his role in the Ban Romklao ceasefire with 
Laos, former deputy foreign minister Wong Phonikon 
said yesterday. 


Mr Wong, a confidante of Gen Kriangsak, said the book, 
“Crossing the Mekong in the Morning,” had been sent to 
the printers. 


The 30-40 page book, said Mr Wong, explains why he 
and Gen Kriangsak went to Vientiane at the height of the 
conflict and details what they hoped to achieve. 


Gen Kriangsak started writing an account of the trip 
when he was asked by Community Action Party leader 
Bunchu Rotchanasathian, then Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee chairman, to testify before the dissolution of Parlia- 
ment. 


The former premier had asked Army Commander Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut whether he could testify and was 
given the go-ahead, said Mr Wong. 


Mr Wong said the book, which contains photographs of 
his meetings with Laotian officials, also details the 
agreement reached and what Gen Kriangsak reported to 
the Thai authorities. [passage omitted] 


Sitthi Says Prem’s USSR Talks ‘Successful’ 
BK2205 135688 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 20 May 88 


(“Special report”] 


{Text] Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal [ACM] Sitthi 
Sawetsila returned from the Soviet Union on 19 May. He 
told a news conference upon his arrival that Prime 
Minister General Prem Tinsulanon’s visit to the Soviet 
Union was successful beyond expectations. 


He reported that the meeting between the Thai and 
Soviet prime ministers was cordial. The two reported to 
each other on the economic situation in their respective 
countries. The Soviet prime minister talked about the 
new Soviet policies of glasnost and perestroyka aimed at 
bringing progress to the Soviet Union. He said successful 
implementation of the new Soviet policies depends on 
global peace. The foreign minister said Gen Prem Tin- 
sulanon hailed the agreement between the Soviet Union 
and the United States on the elimination of intermediate 
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nuclear missiles and hoped that the coming U.S.-Soviet 
summit in Moscow next month will be successful and 
result in agreements on several issues. Gen Prem Tinsu- 
lanon also (?praised) the Soviet policy expounded in 
Vladivostok as pertaining to a new (?feature), considered 
by ASEAN countries as being more constructive. He also 
hailed the Soviet decision on troop withdrawal from 
Afghanistan. 


The two leaders discussed the Cambodian conflict in 
detail. They agreed that the solution to the Cambodian 
problem must be achieved by political means. Vietnam- 
ese troops must be withdrawn from Cambodia and a 
national reconciliation government be _ established. 
There might be differences in the approaches to solve the 
Cambodian conflict, but the Soviet Union promised to 
help arrange for negotiations with a view to achieving 
peace in the region. The Soviet Union said it will raise 
the issue with Vietnam. 


ACM Sitthi Sawetsila said he also discussed the Cambo- 
dian confbict with Soviet Foreign Minister Shevard- 
nadze, with whom he met for about an hour and a half. 
The two discussed Soviet policies in general, USSR-U:S. 
relations, Sino-Soviet relations, and Soviet policies 
toward India, Japan, Australia, and Southeast Asia. On 
the Cambodian conflict, the Soviet Union agreed with 
Thailand that it is too long to wait for Vietnam to 
withdraw its troops from Cambodia in 1990, and that 
there could be no genuine peace by that time. For them, 
peace should be secured first through negotiations 
between the Cambodian factions with Vietnam’s partic- 
ipation. ACM Sitthi Sawetsila said he proposed holding 
a conference in Jakarta attended by the four Khmer 
factions, Vietnam, and concerned countries. The confer- 
ence would try to resolve, first, the format and policy of 
the national reconciliation government, and, second, the 
timetable of Vietnamese troop withdrawal from Cambo- 
dia and the deadline of the pullout. He said the agree- 
ment on Cambodia would use the agreement on Afghan- 
istan as an example. The Soviet Union agreed to his 


proposal. 


ACM Sitthi Sawetsila said the Soviet Union thinks that, 
not only Indonesia, but also Thailand should play a vital 
role in the settlement of the Cambodian conflict. The 
Soviet Union wanted him to have another meeting with 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach. ACM 
Sitthi agreed to the Soviet request, saying he would be 
able to meet him after the general elections in Thailand. 


The Thai foreign minister reported that economic mat- 
ters were discussed during the meeting between the Thai 
and Soviet prime ministers. They noted that bilateral 
trade is still too small, amounting to only about $100 
million annually. They therefore wish to see a future 
expansion of trade between Thailand and the Soviet 
Union. Meanwhile, talks between the Thai private sector 
and the Soviet Union have achieved great success, and 
several agreements have been reached pointing to an 
improvement in bilateral trade and investment in the 
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future. Two agreements have been signed; namely, the 
agreement on bilateral consultations between the Thai 
and Soviet Foreign Ministries, and the agreement on 
scientific and technological cooperation. 


Thai Prime Minister Gen Prem Tinsulanon also held a 
meeting with CPSU Central Committee General Secre- 
tary Mikhail Gorbachev. The Soviet leader expressed a 
wish to see collaboration and cooperation among all 
countries in the world so that peace on earth can be 
established. They also discussed the Cambodian issue. 
ACM Sitthi summed up saying that the meeting between 
Prime Minister Gen Prem Tinsulanon and General 
Secretary Gorbachev was carried out in a friendly and 
cordial atmosphere. The Soviet Union has gained a 
better understanding of Thailand. It has given Thailand 
an especially warm welcome. 


Daily Welcomes Soviet Help on Cambodian Issue 
BK2105010988 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
21 May 88 p 8 


[NATION editorial: “Soviet Positive Involvement Is 
Timely and Most Welcome”’} 


[Text] The Soviets will not find a better opportunity to 
improve relations with countries in the Asia-Pacific 
region than right now. And by agreeing to assist in 
organizing an international conference on Kampuchea, 
they indicate that they are willing and ready to play a 
positive role in Southeast Asia. 


The Soviet military withdrawal from Afghanistan, which 
began on Sunday, showed that General Secretary Mik- 
hail Gorbachev is serious about his Vladivostok doctrine 
of resolving regional! conflicts to reduce military confron- 
tation and intensify cooperation for mutual benefits. 


Kampuchea will be his second test case, albeit a rela- 
tively much easier one when compared with Afghani- 
stan. 


Moscow will not have to admit any mistake in the 
Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea. Hanoi has 
repeatedly acknowledged that the cost of its venture in 
Kampuchea outweighs whatever political and security 
gains its hoped to reap when it sent troops to invade the 
country in December 1979. 


Hanoi has unilaterally set 1990 as the deadline for a 
complete withdrawal of over 100,000 Vietnamese troops 
from Kampuchea. But Thai and Soviet leaders meeting 
in Moscow this week agreed that there should be a 
political settlement before 1990 so that Kampuchea 
would have peace and stability after all the Vietnamese 
troops have left. Thus came the idea to hold an interna- 
tional conference, possibly in Jakarta in late July, to 
discuss the Kampuchean problem. 
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Soviet leaders have also agreed to try to urge their 
Vietnamese counterparts to consider attending the inter- 
national conference. This, in itself, is a welcome change 
in the Soviet attitude, which used to be impassive toward 
ASEAN’s calls for Soviet positive involvement. 


Hanoi has consistently contended that it is not a direct 
party to the Kampuchean conflict, and that any talk on 
the conflict should be held between the Hanoi-backed 
regime in Phnom Penh and the Khmer resistance forces. 


Soviet cooperation in organizing the international con- 
ference is necessary to end the political deadlock over 
Kampuchea. Moscow can and must persuade Hanoi to 
participate in the conference. Without the Vietnamese 
participation, the conference will not be able to discuss a 
settlement plan for Kampuchea in any meaningful way. 


A breakthrough in the deadlock over Kampuchea will 
certainly improve the Soviet relations with China. Chi- 
nese leader Deng Xiaoping has often cited Kampuchea 
as one of the two remaining obstacles in normalization of 
Sino-Soviet relations. 


The other obstacle is the deployment of massive Soviet 
forces along the Sino-Soviet border. Moscow last year 
withdrew a large number of troops from Mongolia in a 
gesture to relax the border tension. The Soviets evidently 
want to improve relations with the Chinese. 


Thailand as well as the other five ASEAN countries are 
waiting for the Soviets to help resolve the Kampuchean 
problem. If the Soviets pass the test on Kampuchea with 
flying colours, they will find more doors in ASEAN 
countries Opening to welcome them. More trade and 
cultural exchanges will naturally follow. 


Gorbachev and his colleagues in the Kremlin could not 
have overlooked this golden opportunity to befriend 
ASEAN and China while the Reagan administration is 
preoccupied with the “defection” of Vice-President 
George Bush and the recalcitrance of Gen Manuel 
Noriega in Panama. A new US administration in the 
White House early next year will “‘rediscover” Southeast 
Asia and find that the US doesn’t have many friends left 
in this part of the world. 


Weeklies Analyze Rumors of ‘Mini Coup’ 
BK2205011588 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
22 May 88 p 7 


[“Inprint” column: “A ‘Mini Coup’ in the Making?”’} 


[Text] The July 24 general election seems destined to be 
a democratic event with a difference as, for the first time, 
there is a current, ascertained from leading weeklies, that 
suggests a “mini coup” to bring about a constitutional 
amendment under which the election will be held. 
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The uncertainty, as analysed by politicians, stems from a 
perception that Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon’s posi- 
tion—vis-a-vis party politics and the military—has 
become quite “fragile”. 


Rumours of a “coup with a difference” have been 
rampant but, if anything ever comes of them, the under- 
stood objective is not (repeat not) to abort the election, 
but to introduce a new voting system, LAK THAI 
reports. The rumours stem from the belief that the 
post-election situation, despite a “new” government that 
is to come into being, will bring about yet another 
impasse, the weekly points out. 


As the latest whispered theme goes, the main objective is 
to amend the Constitution to install a one-man-one-vote 
electoral system to replace the present multiple constit- 
uency, individual voting system. This, it is believed, will 
do away with money dumping and allow the people to 
have “true representatives” in Parliament, LAK THAI 
said. 


Describing it as the “borrowing of power from the 
people,” the weekly said the “mini coup” may last three 
to seven days to amend the Constitution and arrange the 
election. With this done, the caretaker Government 
would resume its duties, the weekly said. An ad-hoc 
committee might be set up to oversee the poll prepara- 
tions in accordance with the wishes of the coup makers, 
it added. 


The pre-election coup theory was also reported by 
KHAO PHISET in its cover story. But the weekly said it 
is more likely that a coup would take place after the 
election because the expected “chaotic situation” would 
be more conducive to such an undertaking. 


KHAO PHISET said post-election events would focus 
more on the appointment of a new Army commander- 
in-chief, rather than the outcome of the election itself. 
But, the weekly noted, military movements are as 
“uncertain” as the political game. 


Deputy Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Wanchai 
Ruangtrakun rose to prominence after a group of Army 
top brass marched to the Prime Minister’s residence in a 
show of support for Gen Prem, the weekly said. This 
appears to have stifled Assistant Army Commander-in- 
Chief Gen Phichit Kunlawanit’s hope of rising to the top 
echelons of the Army, it added. 


Footnote: SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN, quoting a 
military analyst, said Army chief Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut has enough support in the Army to stage a coup 
if he so desires. 


Apart from the Army-trained Rangers, Gen Chawalit, 
who is also acting supreme commander, enjoys the 
support of 55 Army battalions throughout the country, 
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the weekly said. “In Bangkok alone, his key supporters 
include the Infantry, Calvary, Artillery, Engineering, 
Joint Communications, and Transportation battalions,” 
the analyst reportedly said. 


These battalion commanders are members of the Class 
20 of the Chunlachomklao Military Academy, SIAM 
RAT SAPDA WICHAN said. 


Khukrit Denies King Favors Prem as Premier 
BK2005085988 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
20 May 88 p 20 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Asked by correspondents if 
General Prem Tinsulanon will become prime minister 
again after the next election, M.R. Khukrit Pramot said 
pro-Prem candidates, if they are elected, will support 
Gen Prem as the next prime minister, and he has not 
seen an opposition party which does not support Prem. 
He thinks some opposition parties, if they have a suffi- 
cient number of their candidates elected, may pick Gen 
Prem as prime minister because senior party officials 
want cabinet posts. 


Asked if powers other than those in the political circle 
support Prem as the next prime minister, Khukrit said 
that if the question referred to the military he could not 
answer, adding that Gen Prem himself said he has been 
able to remain prime minister for 8 years because of the 
military’s support. 


Asked if the country’s highest institution supports Gen 
Prem, Khukrit said that this is not possible, adding that 
the saying that the king supports Prem is not true. The 
king’s kindness extends to every citizen throughout the 
country, and, for this reason, he is neutral and has no 
bias toward anyone. Those who claim that Prem became 
prime minister because the king favored him are close to 
committing lese majesty because they are saying the king 
is biased. [passage omitted] 


Khukrit, Chawalit Differ on Stability, Economy 
BK2105014588 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 May 88 p 3 


{Words in italics as published] 


[Text] Former prime minister M.R. Khukrit Pramot said 
yesterday he disagreed with Army Commander Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut’s contention that the country 
should put political stability before economic health. 


“National survival does not depend only on political 
stability,” he said. The country’s main ailment is the 
bread and butter issue and the problem of illiteracy. 


“Political stability can only be achieved when the people 
have enough to eat and are educated,” M.R. Khukrit 
said. 
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“The reason certain people have been able to come out 
and do strange things at present is because the people are 
still poor and illiterate. If anyone is to patiwat, he should 
alleviate these two problems,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said he supported legal action against 
members of the self-proclaimed Revolutionary Council 
who organised a public meeting in which they agreed to 
urge the Government to ask His Majesty the King to 
allow it to assume a temporary role as Parliament. 


The veteran politician declined to comment on Prime 
Minister Prem Tinsulanon’s order that Gen Chawalit act 
against the council. 


“I don’t know what Gen Prem’s order is meant to be. 
Perhaps he wants Gen Chawalit to help formally estab- 
lish the council by putting it in writing,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit also remarked on Gen Chawalit’s refer- 
ence to him a prat wikrit (crazy scholar). 


The word wikrit comes from crisis. After a crisis things 
always go back to normal. A prat will always be a prat. | 
know I’m a prat. I’m the main pillar of national democ- 
racy. I’ve never thought there would be any other person 
to compete with me in being a prat,“* said M.R. Khukrit. 


He said he would continue to play politics his way until 
he dies. 


“Who elso play politics in an open manner like me? 
There are only those who want to play but pretend they 
are not. They could not even win a war with Laos, so they 
shouldn’t try to argue with me,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said he might be a sadist in making 
remarks calling for a bloody revolution. “But I want to 
know why the one who’s not a sadist decided in the first 
place to start a war with Laos. 


“How much money was spent in that war, not to 
mention the big concert that was organised for the 
Laotians?”’ M.R. Khukrit said. 


Chawalit, Delegation Make Trip to Singapore 


Media Ban Imposed on Departure 
BK2105020588 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 May 88 p 3 


[Text] The Supreme Command banned news coverage of 
the departure of Army Commander Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut to Singapore yesterday. 


No reason was given for the ban, which overrode an 
order from the Air Force to give newsmen access. 


The Press had hoped to ask Gen Chawalit to comment 
on Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon’s order from Kiev 
that he act against the Revolutionary Council. 
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Supreme Command secretary Major General Suphii 
Wora-uthai ordered the Air Force to bar journalists from 
its premises to cover the departure of and arrival of Gen 
Chawalit. 


Some newsmen who entered the premises with the 
assistance of personal acquaintances and were unaware 
of the ban were reprimanded by military officers, and 
some heated exchanges developed. 


A source said all members of the delegation, including 
Defense Minister Phaniang Kantarat, was checked for 
bombs before boarding the a‘~ force plane. 


Gen Chawalit, who returns tomorrow at 9 a.m., is 
leading the delegation which comprises representatives 
of the Army, Navy, Air Force and Supreme Command in 
an exchange visit. 


Accompanying Gen Chawalit were Assistant Army Com- 
mander Gen Suchinda Khraprayun, Navy Chief-of-Staff 
Adm Chat Ditthabanchong, and Air Force Chief-of-Staff 
ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Kan Phimanthip. 


Gen Chawalit’s delegation is scheduled to play golf with 
Singaporean officials today at 8.00 a.m. 


2-Day Trip Ends 22 May 
BK23050!1488 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
23 May 88 p 3 


[Text] Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chiayut returned home from a two-day trip to Singapore 
yesterday morning. 


An informed army source said Chawalit and members of 
his delegation led by Defence Minister Phaniang Kanta- 
rat had “fruitful discussions” with Singaporean military 
leaders. 


Chawalit yesterday avoided reporters who tried to ques- 
tion him about the trip. 


The army chief has been careful with reporters since he 
remarked last Sunday that he was capable of staging a 
coup. 


Gen Book Details Role in Lao Talks 
BK2105024788 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 May 88 p 3 


[Excerpt] Gen Kriangsak Chamanan has finished a book 
Outlining his role in the Ban Romklao ceasefire with 
Laos, former deputy foreign minister Wong Phonikon 
said yesterday. 


Mr Wong, a confidante of Gen Kriangsak, said the book, 
“Crossing the Mekong in the Morning,” had been sent to 
the printers. 
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The 30-40 page book, said Mr Wong, explains why he 
and Gen Kriangsak went to Vientiane at the height of the 
conflict and details what they hoped to achieve. 


Gen Kriangsak started writing an account of the trip 
when he was asked by Community Action Party leader 
Bunchu Rotchanasathian, then Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee chairman, to testify before the dissolution of Parlia- 
ment. 


The former premier had asked Army Commander Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut whether he could testify and was 
given the go-ahead, said Mr Wong. 


Mr Wong said the book, which contains photographs of 
his meetings with Laotian officials, also details the 
agreement reached and what Gen Kriangsak reported to 
the Thai authorities. [passage omitted] 


Vietnam 


Further Reportage on Food Situation 


Rice Procurement in Hau Giang 
BK 1805034988 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
11 GMT 14 May 88 


{NHAN DAN aricle by Phan Huy entitled: “Rice Pro- 
curement in Hau Giang”; date not given] 


[Text] Peasants in Hau Giang Province have completely 
harvested the winter-spring rice. Following the serious 
10th-month crop failure that caused a shortfall of 
163,355 tonnes of grain compared to the low productive 
year of 1987, the province has reaped a fairly good if not 
a most productive winter-spring rice crop harvest. Most 
importantly, Hau Giang has reaped nearly 290,000 
tonnes of winter-spring rice at a time when the entire 
country is suffering from a strained grain supply situa- 
tion. 


As a result of the good harvest, Hau Giang has set a rice 
procurement target of 90,000 tonnes of grain for this 
relatively bumper winter-spring crop, including 15,000 
tonnes as agricultural tax, 45,000 tonnes as repayment to 
be made by peasants for the advance of material supplies 
they received, and 30,000 tonnes to be obtained through 
goods exchange or to be purchased at agreed-upon 
prices. Yet, when the winter-spring rice harvest was 
almost over, the entire province was able to procure less 
than 25 percent of the planned target. The provincial 
party and people’s committees have focused on provid- 
ing leadership and sent many competent cadres to the 
grass roots to help the grain sector iron out difficulties. 
Although a little improvement was made, it could not 
alter the situation. The pace of rice procurement was still 
low. The average amount of daily rice procurement was 
hovering around 1,000 tonnes before it slowed and then 
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began dropping gradually to the point of hovering 
around 100 tonnes per day late in the crop season, thus 
enabling the province to achieve only about 40 percent 
of the planned target. 


Meanwhi.e, Hau Giang has also been collecting the 
remaining grain left over from the | 0th-month rice crop. 
The rice procurement target was initially set at 150,000 
tonnes but later reduced to 120,000 tonnes and then to 
100,000 tonnes. The final result amounted to only 
71,500 tonnes. Hau Giang planned to collect 240,000 
tonnes of grain from the two 10th-month and winter- 
spring rice crops, but only 112,000 tonnes have been 
obtained so far. With this pace of procurement, the 
province is expected to attain only a little over 50 
percent of its planned target—no matter how hard it may 
try. This may be regarded as the first year that the largest 
rice-growing province in the Mekong River Delta has 
scored the poorest-ever rice procurement achievement in 
terms of both quantity delivered to the state granary and 
percentage of planned target fulfilled. 


This situation had several causes, the article continues. 
At the current pace of procuring the !0th-month and 
winter-spring grain, Hau Giang has thus far been able to 
collect less than 12 percent of the total rice harvested. In 
previous years, it was able to collect as much as 23-25 
percent of the total rice harvested by the people. Despite 
the current winter-spring rice harvest being fairly good, 
because of losses of the 10th-month harvest many people 
have had to take part of their newly-harvested winter- 
spring rice—initially intended for market—for their own 
consumption or for use as payment of their debts. 
Although the amount of marketable rice is reduced, it 
does not affect the payment of taxes and debts very 
much. 


At present, there is still a backlogged debt of some tens of 
thousands of tonnes of paddy incurred from advances of 
material supplies and from agricultural taxes. The debt 
incurred from advances of material supplies is mainly 
owed by a number of party members and managerial 
cadres of various cooperatives and production collec- 
tives and by village and hamlet cadres. These people are 
usually in some positions of authority at the grass-roots 
level. When fertilizer arrived, they normally got larger 
loan shares of fertilizer than those given to peasants. 
Some of them did not use their shares for production, 
but sold them to get profits from the difference in prices 
and then paid for the fertilizer with an equivalent 
amount of rice. Some others have (?0wed) tonnes of 
fertilizer and do not have enough rice to pay for them. 
Reluctant to pay, they have tried to repudiate the debts. 
Negative party cadres and members who have refused to 
set an example in making tax payments have made it 
impossible to motivate the local peasants to fulfill their 
tax obligations. Following the example of those party 
cadres and members who have repudiated debts, peas- 
ants have also adopted a wait-and-see attitude. More- 
over, those who can pay taxes and debts also have an 
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excuse to complain and request for an exemption from 
Or a reduction in paying taxes, or a postponement to the 
next crop season. 


Like many other !ocalities, Hau Giang is being affected 
by the rice price syndrome. Usually, the rice price in Hau 
Giang has been much lower than in nearby provinces. 
That is why private traders, especially speculators, have 
gathered here to rake up rice by clinging to the source of 
commodities and peasants’ bins of grain and buying 
grain at prices a little higher than market prices, snap- 
ping up thousands of tonnes of rice. As market manage- 
ment in the province had been initially loose, some units 
used private traders to purchase rice in Hau Giang and 
transported rice out of the province through both real 
and fake cooperatives. 


As the market price of rice has daily changed, private 
iraders and those nonresidents of the province have 
competed in purchasing rice by increasing prices for rice 
sellers. Meanwhile, the grain sector’s purchase method is 
inflexible and restrictive, aimed at keeping the price 
down and maintaining the rice at a desired level. Even 
worse, it has, in some cases, bought rice on credit 
because of a lack of cash. 


The state set a tariff and also put out contracts for 
primary installations to buy rice at prices that seemed to 
be profitable at the beginning. However, later on when 
the gold price increased along with other commodities, 
the price of rice also followed suit, making it impossible 
for the grain sector to buy rice at the prescribed price— 
far below the market price. As the price of rice increases, 
rice owners have kept their rice. Those who wanted to 
sell have sold it at the highest profitable price. Private 
traders and speculators have always clung to the source 
of commodities. 


The adjustment of the grain purchasing price in Hau 
Giang is made by several echelons. Before the price is 
adjusted, the market price has already increased for 
several days. In this way, the purchasing prices set by the 
state grain sector have always run after the market 
prices. Consequently, prices cannot be maintained and a 
large quantity of grain has slipped out of state control. 


The grain corporation director of Thot Not District—the 
center for many markets and the area of tense competi- 
tive prices—has proposed that his corporation be 
allowed to buy non-contract rice at current local market 
price provided that calculations are made to prevent the 
corporation from operating at a loss, so it can secure 
grain for the state granary and stop private traders and 
speculators from disrupting the grain market. In this 
way, and if the people can be well motivated, we may 
buy grain even in some cases of cash shortages. In reality, 
some localities have illegally resorted to this method. 


Fully aware of the difficult rice situation now being 
encountered by the entire country, Hau Giang has done 
and is doing its utmost to fulfill its grain obligation 
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toward the state. The results are, however, still too far 
below the planned target. The answer to this sorry state 
of affairs must come from two sides: the state policy 
toward rice planting and the responsibility on the part of 
peasanis—especially party cadres and members—at the 
grass roots. 


Hanoi Suburbs Face Difficulties 


BK 2105052688 {Editorial Report] Hanoi Domestic Ser- 
vice in Vietnamese continues to carry reports in connec- 
tion with the current food shortage in the North. 


In sts 2300 GMT cast on 19 May, the radio carries a 
1-minute report saying that “since early April 1988, Hai 
Hung Province has distributed 500 tonnes of rice as 
relief aid to really hard-pressed families,” and that in 
response to a mutual assitance movement, thousan ‘s of 
well-off families have given out loans in paddy either 
with or without interest. In Ninh Thanh District partic- 
ularly, reports the radio, “the local people have volun- 
tarily provided 14,561 families with loans totaling nearly 
300 tonnes of paddy to heip them through the preharvest 
period.” 


The radio aired two other related reports in its 1100 
GMT cast on 20 May. In the first report, 1.5 minutes 
long, after noting that “at present, a segment of peasants 
in the Hanoi suburbs are facing difficulties in life,” the 
radio says: “Besides 2,787 tonnes of grain sent from the 
municipality to the various districts for cheap sale and 
exchange for vegetables and tobacco,” the districts and 
cooperatives “have set aside a total of almost 400 tonnes 
of grain and 3.7 million dong to help needy peasants.” 


In the second report, | minute long, the radio says that 
“more than 4,000 cadres and workers at the Saigon port 
have been participating in an emulation drive to step up 
cargo handling capacity in support of the shipment of 
grain to the North.” According to the radio, “between 
early March and mid-May, the port handled a total of 
30,000 tonnes of grain, averaging 2,000 [figure as heard] 
tonnes a day—an unprecedented grain loading record.” 


In its 1430 GMT cast on the same day, the radio carries 
a l-minute report saying that “by mid-May, the Cargo 
Handling Enterprise No 2 of Haiphong port had 
unloaded a total of 103,500 tonnes of rice from 34 
ships.” “All of this rice,” 1t adds, “has been sert to 
various localities by barge, truck, and train.” 


Grain Lost in Storage 
BK2205 142088 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 20 May 88 


[NHAN DAN article by Nhat Ninh: “Guard Against 
Crop Failure at Granaries”; date not given] 


{Summary} Rice is currently our daily lhfe’s primary 
concern. Every family, no matter how cramped its hous- 
ing space, invariably maintains its own store of rice and 
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carefully keeps it sate from termites, weevils, and rats. 
But what about the maintenance of grain and food stored 
at collectively and state-owned warehouses? 


“Everyone knows that grain is a precious commodity 
and a Strategic item; but al present, proper attention has 
yet to be given to the network of warehouses. Dilapi- 
dated storage facilities and cluttered loading areas have 
resulted in rice losses at a rate of 15-20 percent due to 
excessive humidity and 5-10 percent due to rats, ter- 
mites, weevils, and theft. 


“Our peopie are spending the greatest amount of intel- 
lectual and manual labor in production to meet society’s 
demand for grain and food, but only to get too small an 
output in return. Hence, they are underfed and malnour- 
ished. This is due to natural calamities, which are hard to 
avoid, and also to spoilage, which cannot be tolerated.” 


A small amount of paddy invariably becomes spoiled 
and lost in each of the processes of reaping, threshing, 
drying, cleaning, delivery to granaries, milling, process- 
ing, and distribution; and all these small losses add up to 
a large quantity. If such losses are reduced in each of the 
aforementioned processes, the spoilage of grain will be 
cut down by a large percentage. The measures devised by 
the grain sector to combat grain spoilage have been 
carried out only on an experimental basis in some 
localities instead of in a widespread and intensive man- 
ner; therefore, grin spoilage still remains at an alarming 
level. 


“For a tong time now, we have often talked about the 
figure of grain output, which stands at ten and several 
mullion tonnes a year, but failed to deduct the millions of 
tonnes that are wasted every year from the total.” For 
grain to reach the consumers, we must go through three 
Stages: the production stage, which involves cultivation, 
crop tending, and reaping; the post-harvest stage, which 
involves maintenance and processing; and the stage of 
distribution. Obviously, grain production is not finished 
with the completion of the first stage. 


“In production, we have hitherto been concerned with 
crop failure in the fields, but not with crop losses at 
granaries. Consequently, investments have been made 
only to combat crop failure in the fields, but no attention 
is given to guarding against crop losses at granaries. The 
amount of grain that is lost at granaries, during transit, in 
the threshing and milling processes, and at grain shops 
accounts for as much as 20 percent of the total output. 
By simple arithmetic, for every 4 million tonnes of 
marketable grain collected and purchased by the state, a 
20-percent annual loss rate will write off 800,000 
tonnes—an amount equivalent to the paddy output of 
100,000 hectares that could have fed 5 million people for 
a year. This is not to mention hundreds of thousands of 
tonnes of fresh potatoes and manioc that are left to rot 
and become unfit even for use as animal feed. In some 
localities, bugs and worms have destroyed tens of tonnes 
of shelled peanuts and corn.”’ 
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In reality, we are totally capable of preventing the 
spoilage of these agricuitural products. By investing in of 
a system of study warehouses, drying yards, transporta- 
tion means, threshing and milling machinery, and insec- 
ticides and rat poison, we can greatly reduce the losses of 


grain. 


Winte’-Spring Rice Harvested 
BK2205 143188 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 20 May 88 


[Summary] The General Statistic Department has 
reported that the southern provinces have basically com- 
pleted their winter-spring rice harvest. Generally speak- 
ing, the winter-spring rice acreage in the South increased 
this year, but productivity was less than last year. In the 
North, the winter-spring rice is growing ears, thanks to 
recent rain. The rain also created favorable conditions 
for the South to prepare land for the summer-fall and 
10th-month rice crops. “The southern provinces have 
plowed more than 651,000 hectares of land and planted 
summer-fall rice on more than 446,000 hectares, which 
is 20 percent faster than last year. They have also plowed 
more than 200,000 hectares for 10th-month rice and 
have already planted more than 43,000 hectares, which 
is 3.7 percent faster than last year.” 


In the production of vegetables, subsidiary food, and 
short-terra industrial crops, although work has just 
begun the pace of planting is 19-22 percent faster than 
last year. 


“During the coming days, various localities must be on 
the lookout for harmful insects that may damage the 
winter-spring rice. Although the current spread of insects 
is not serious, localities must consistently strengthen 
inspections of their ricefields to promptly cope with the 
Situation. Experience drawn from the past several years 
shows that at the end of the winter-spring crop, particu- 
lar care must be paid to cope with brown planthoppers, 
stem borers, and rice blast.” 


Despite the recent rains over a relatively large area, 
localities should take preventive measures against possi- 
ble drought. They should also stand ready to cope with 
heavy rains during the winter-spring harvest. 


“The harvest of winter-spring rice in the North this year 
will be about 20-30 days late. For this reason, localities 
should immediately formulate plans for harvesting the 
Sth-month spring rice and planting the 10th-month rice 
in order to ensure the planned allocation of rice varieties, 
especially the early i0th-month rice crop, so as to 
prevent the winter crop production plan from being 
affected.” 
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Grain Shipments Reported 


BK2305052188 (Editorial Report] Hanoi Domestic Ser- 
vice in Vietnamese on 2! and 22 May continued to 
report on the current food shortage in northern Vietnam. 


In its 1100 GMT cast on 21 May, the radio features a 
l-minute report on food supplies in Haiphong, saying: 
“Due to the current difficult situation regarding grain 
supply, Haiphong is being provided annually by the 
central government with only two-thirds of the planned 
grain quotas, usually 2-3 months behind schedule.” The 
report adds: “To help reduce the difficulties concerning 
grain supplies, the city’s United Grain Corporation has 
stepped up joint eforts with various central sectors and 
the southern provinces to tap additional sources of grain 
supplies.” 


In its 1100 GMT cast on 22 May, the radio carries two 
items on food problems. In the first, a 1-minute report, 
the radio says: “In the spirit of mutual assistance, after 
only 2 days of exhortation, the people of O Cho Dua 
Subward, Dong Da Ward, Hanoi, have donated an 
amount of rice and money worth more than 304,000 
dong and sent it to the municipality to help the people in 
many localities currently facing difficulties in the lean 
preharvest period. 


The second item is a 6-minute recorded statement by 
Tran Quang Thach, director of the Southern River 
Transport Corporation, a unit described as “the main- 
Stay in charge of transporting grain from the Mekong 
River Delta provinces to the Saigon port for shipment to 
the North by seagoing ships” and credited with having 
made “significant contributions to the recent shipment 
of grain from the South to the North.” Tran Quang 
Thach deals chiefly with the amount of equipment 
mobilized for the South-North grain ferrving task— 
13,000-15,000 tonnes—and various measures to provide 
incentives for workers and to cut down losses of grain 
during shipment. Without mentioning the amount of 
grain his boats have delivered to the Saigon port, he 
states: “In particular, this year, during the nation’s 
common difficult situation, we have been assigned by 
the upper echelon the responsibility for joining the 
friendly units concerned in transporting grain to the 
North to serve the people’s daily life and national 
defense, too.” 


In its last newscast of the day, at 1430 GMT, the radio 
Carries another |-minute account on grain problems. The 
report says: ““To resolve the current difficulties regarding 
grain supplies, Vinh Phu Province has sent cadres to 
various cooperatives to make a survey to obtain an 
accurate number of the families suffering from the 
current grain shortage.” As corrective measures, the 
radio repoprts: “The province has also decided to lend 
2,500 tonnes of paddy to needy families—with 1,100 
tonnes slated for the families of war invalids and fallen 
soldiers—and to distribute 590 tonnes as relief aid.” 
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Air Force, Navy on Alert for Vanuatu Situation 
BK2105071988 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 21 May 88 


{Text} Australia’s Navy and Air Force are on alert over 
the political situation in Vanuatu. The Australian For- 
eign Affairs Departme :t has warned Australians to post- 
pone travel plans to Vanuatu following last Monday’s 
rioting in the capital, Port Vila. 


The Australian Government has also ordered Navy 
warships from Queensland waters toward Vanuatu. It is 
also reported from Canberra that an Air Force Hercules 
is on standby to fly Papua New Guinea policemen to 
Vanuatu if called for. 


Radio Australia’s Canberra correspondent, Graeme 
Dobell, says Australia decided to send the two warships, 
the “Stalwart” and the “Jarvis Bay” because of fears 
about the power struggle between Vanuatu’s prime min- 
ister, Father Lini, and the immigration minister, Mr 


Barak Sope. 


Canberra officials say that power struggle and tension 
over land dispute led to last Monday’s rioting in which 
one man was killed. The Australian prime minister, Mr 
Hawke, has spoken with Papua New Guinea’s prime 
minister, Mr Wingti, about what pmssible joint action 
might be necessary if there was major civil unrest in 
Vanuatu. 


There are reported to be about | ,000 Australians visiting 
or living in Vanuatu. 


Papua New Guinea 


Wingti ‘Not Concerned’ About Libyan Influence 
BK2205071688 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] Papua New Guinea’s prime minister, Mr Wingti, 
says he is not concerned about Libyan influence in the 
South Pacific. Mr Wingti made the comment in an 
interview on Australian television when asked about 
alleged Libyan involvement in last week’s riots in 
Vanuatu. 


The prime minister said a handful of people in the South 
Pacific had been trained in Libya, but he described 
Libya's influence in the region as minimal. 


Mr Wingti said last week’s trouble in Vanuatu resulted 
from a direct leadership challenge to Father Lini from 
Mr Sope. He added that his government would consider 
sending police to Vanuatu to help maintain law and 
order if asked to do so by the Vanuatu Government. 
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The Australian prime minister, Mr Hawke, is reported to 
have discussed with Mr Wingti the possibility of using 
the Australian Air Force to fly Papua New Guinea police 
to Vanuatu. Mr Hawke said last week that his decision to 
send riot control equipment to Vanuatu at Father Lini’s 
request had been influenced by Libyan activity in the 
South Pacific. 


He said Australia would not stand idly by if attempts 
were made to undermine Vanuatu’s democratically 
elected government, adding that there was no doubt of 
the existence of a Libyan connection in Vanuatu. 


Vanuatu 


Vanuaaku Party Meeting Concludes Without Result 
BK2105083288 Meibourne Overseas Service in English 
0800 GMT 21 May 88 


[Text] Vanuatu’s ruling party has ended 2 days of talks 
without resolving a power struggle which has plunged the 
South Pacific nation into crisis. The 30-member Execu- 
tive Council of the Vanuaaku Party left it up to the prime 
minister, Father Walter Lini, to decide on any action 
against the immigration and tourism minister, Mr Barak 
Sope. 


Mr Sope is seeking to overthrow Father Lini. He orga- 
nized a land rights demonstration in the capital, Port 
Vila, last Monday which degenerated into a riot in which 
one man died. 


AFP Gives Details of Political Crisis 
BK2105 105688 Hong Kong AFP in English 1026 GMT 
21 May 88 


[By Ian Pedley] 


[Text] Port Vila, May 21 (AFP)}—Vanuatu’s ruling party 
failed Saturday to resolve a pewer struggle that has 
plunged the island nation into a political crisis and left a 
threat of further violence hanging heavily over the cap- 
ital Port Vila. 


After two days of emergency talks, the Vanuaaku Party 
left it up to Premier Walter Lini to decide whether his 
rival, Immigration and Tourism Minister Barak Sope, 
should be disciplined over Monday’s riots in which one 


person died. 


Mr Lini said over Radio Vanuatu that he had the 
backing of his party to take any action he felt necessary 
against any government minister over the riot, sparked 
by a land rights demonstration called by Mr Sope. 


The prime minister did not mention any minister by 
nz. + but observers said he was clearly referring to Mr 
So, who has come under attack from Australia for his 
links with Libya. 
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Appealing several times for law and order, Mr Lini said 
he would announce his decision next weck 


The Australian Government has ordered two warships 
towards Vanuatu and put its air force on alert in case an 
evacuation of the estimated 1,000 Australians in the 
South Pacific island nation becomes necessary. 


Australia fears that Mr Sope’s followers, including some 
who have undergone political training in Libya, may 
again react violently to developments of the next few 
days. 


Vanuatu so far has refused to comment on Australia’s 
naval operation or its Hercules transport aircraft on 
stand-by to pick up 50 riot police from Papua New 
Guinea if requested by Mr Lini. 


Police said 54 people had been arrested during and after 
the riots and would appear in court on Monday. 


On the surface all is quiet in Port Vila, a sleepy tropical 
town with a population of less than 20,000. 


Many hotels, shops and tour operators are angry over 
what they see as an over-reaction from Canberra which 
will kill Vanuatu’s tourist industry. 


Port Vila’s major resorts say that cancellations already 
are pouring in as a result of the Australian Foreign 
Affairs Department’s advice to Australians to postpone 
visits to Vanuatu. 


But resident expatriates, who have visited the three 
villages around Port Vila that provide Mr Sope with his 
power base, say the mood there is one of brooding 
resentment over the still unresolved land dispute. 


These were the villages behind Monday’s protest at the 
government's sudden closure of the Vanuatu Urban 
Land Corp. (Vulcan), which administered these tradi- 
tonal lands. 


Vulcan is led by Mr Sope, the Vanuaaku Party's power- 
ful secretary-general, who stepped out of the political 
shadows six months ago to challenge Mr Lini for the 
leadership. 


Mr Lini, prime minister since independence in 1980, 
had the party numbers to fight off the challenge. But the 
defeat did not dampen the aspirations of Mr Sope, who 
has driven a deep wedge within the ruling party. 


Earlier this week Mr Sope rejected a request from Mr 
Lini to resign, challenging the prime minister to sack him 
if he dared. 


Political sources believe Mr Lini has been reluctant to 
take such action, fearing Mr Sope might lead a break- 
away faction from the party and that the government 
might not survive a no-confidence motion in parliament. 
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Parliament is not due to sit before July but the sources 
said Mr Lini had the power to delay a sitting for several 
months. 


Diplomatic sources said there were several factors with a 
potential to trigger further violence in the near future. 


The first of these was how local Melanesians would react 
to a court ruling against the 54 charged with rioting. 
Police said 13 of those charged were still being held and 
local sources said they included some of Mr Sope’s 
henchmen. 


Monday is also the deadline given to the government to 
answer a petition of demands handed to it during the 
land rights demonstration. 


But local sources said that paramount to these was the 
fate of Mr Sope because of the strong forces he is able to 
muster. 


Mr Sope claims he personally tried to stop the violence 
before police launched tear gas assaults to disperse the 
rioters. 


He also claims the demonstration had nothing to do with 
Libya—a point of dispute with Australian Premier Bob 
Hawke, who sent tear gas and other riot equipment to 
help the Lini government maintain law and order. 


New Zealand also has sent a plane load of equipment, 
while Vanuatu’s fellow “Melanesian Spearhead” Group 
partners—Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands 
—have said they are ready to come to Mr Lini’s aid, if 
requested. 


Lini Appeals for Law, Order 
BK2205070488 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 22 May 88 


[Text] Vanuatu’s prime minister, Father Lini, has 
appealed for a return to law and order following last 
week’s street riots in the capital, Port Vila. At the same 
time, Father Lini said after 2 days of talks with leaders of 
his ruling Vanua Aku Party that he would decide this 
week whether to discipline any of his ministers for 
involvement in the violence. The party meeting ended 
without resolving the power struggle which has plunged 
the South Pacific nation into crisis. 


The riots last Monday developed during a demonstra- 
tion over land rights and have been blamed on a power 
struggle between Father Lini and his immigration and 
tourism minister, Mr Barak Sope. 


A Radio Australia correspondent in Port Vila, Peter 
Ryan, says that in a radio broadcast Father Lini said the 
violence had to end so that Vanuatu could be seen as a 
stable nation. 
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Father Lini also thanked the party executive for giving 
them the power to discipline any government minister 
who participated in the demonstration. The prime min- 
ister did not mention Mr Sope by name in his broadcast, 
but Mr Sope was involved in the organization of the 
demonstration which led to last Monday’s riots. 


Saspected Riot Leaders Seek Bail 
BK2205121788 Hong Kong AFP in English 0953 GMT 
22 May 8&8 


{Text} Port Vila, May 22 (AFP) —Thirteen people 
regarded by police as ringleaders of riots here six days 
ago will ask for bail when they appear in court here 
Monday, their lawyer said Sunday. 


All 13 are understood to be supporters of Immigration 
and Tourism Minister Barak Sope, whose power struggle 
with Prime Minister Walter Lini has plunged Vanuatu 
into a political crisis. 


Police said more than 40 other people arrested over the 
riots had been released on bail. 


A spokesman said they would appear in court on June 3 
on charges of rioting and damaging property. 


Informed sources said Mr Sope had paid substantial bail 
money to help some of them obtain their freedom. 


One person was killed and dozens of buildings were 
damaged in the not which followed a land rights dem- 
onstration organised by Mr Sope. 
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Peter Coombe, legal adviser to Mr Sope, said he would 
act on behalf of all 13 in Monday's court hearing. 


All had been refused bail in court appearances soon after 
their arrest and Mr Coombe said that Vanuatu’s chief 
justice had rejected an appeal against the decision. 


He said one of Port Vila’s two expatriate magistrates 
would hear the fresh bail applications. 


There has been no violence in Port Vila since Monday. 


Mr Lini said Saturday that a two-day meeting of the 
ruling Vanuaaku Party had given him its full support to 
take action against any minister over the riot. 


Lini Sacks Sope To End Tension 
BK2305072488 Hong Kong AFP in English 0718 GMT 
23 May 88 


'Text}] Port Vila, May 23 (AFP}—Vanuatu Prime Min- 
ister Walter Lini said here Monday he had sacked 
Immigration and Tourism Minister Barak Sope in a 
move he said would end a week of tension in this South 
Pacific republic. 


Mr Lini told a news conference that Mr Sope had assured 
him he would continue to support the ruling Vanuaaku 
Party, adding: “As far as I’m concerned. the tension is 


gone. 


Mr Sope organized a land rights demonstration on May 
16 that turned into a riot that left one person dead and 
dozens of buildings damaged. 
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